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THE 


p RE F A ER 


HE high Admiration Fr whi 5 Hip- 
pocrates has been held by all Phy fi- 
cians without Exception, for u 5 
of tuo thouſand Years, induced me to ftudy 
bis Writings with the greateſt Care and. 
Application. 0 

He is, and not without Reaſon, arovumted 
a very difficult Author: for beſides the Obſo= 
leteneſ of bis Language, and Corruptions of 
Vis Mritingsby Defetts, Alterations, and Au- 
dittons, he affets @ ſingular Bret ity of Ex- 
preſiun, and for the moſt part only mentrons 
the leading Symptoms which happen in Di 
orders, and the principal Remedies admint- 
fired to the Sick; and likewife frequently in 
a'manner fi fes bis Meaning : for KR 
Er ſpeaks ſeveral Times of. um exqtiifite fer- 
tian Fever, and of turgid Matter, and gives 
us ſeveral Prec ts relating to them; but 
bas no where deſcribed the Marks by which 
gs bel Ik they 
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they may be known, For the chief Aim of 
this conſummate Artiſt, being to mnfirutt 
thoſe who werr already well verſed in his” 
Art, be ſlightly touches, or entirely omits, 
ſuch Thi ngs as were commonty known to Phy- 
| . ficrans; but whatſoever they were ignorant of, 
Y if of Conſequence to be known, and productive 
of ronfiderable Good or Hurt, 1 7 in 
per to commit to Writing 
J therefore make no Doubt but Hi ppo- 
crates was very intelligible to the Phyſicians 
cf his Time, and to after Ages, who had the. 
| Uſe of the Writings left by his Predeceſſors ; 
but theſe Records being loſt ; the firſt Principles 
Medicine were wanting, upon which, as a. . 
foundation, be built his ſtructure: So that 
we need not wonder if an Author, © who has 
been celebrated for his Eloquence, i 156 ſometimes 
obſcure to the Modern. 
This relates chiefly to thoſe Books of bis 
ins ch were compoſed with a Deſign to be 
publiſhed : For, according to the Account 
of ancient. Commentators (2), ſeveral of the 
Books of Hippocrates were committed to 
Writing for private Uſe, and defigned as. 
Helps only to the Memory; but his Succeſſors 
publiſhed tem, that nothing . might. be leſt. 
which Came fre fo great a Man. Hence. 


(4) De 1 rat, via. in mar acut. (38 ) Edit, Foes 1657: 65 
(3). Galen Com, 13 by Front, 1. Viet . de Ui, reſpirat, 
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very likely, we meet in bis works with ſor ma 
crude, repeated, confuſed, and dubious Paſs - 
ſages ;. nay, and ſome plainly falſe : For as 
much as the Editors have ſometimes formed 
general Rules ffom particular Obſervations.” 
But among the vaſt Number of thoſe who 
have laboured to explain the Writings of 
this truly great Author, Galen deſervedly | 
claims the firſt Place: For by interpreting - 
the obfolete Werds, explaining the conciſe 
Sentences, amending. the corrupted Places, 
and filling up the vacant ones, be drew 
out the Doctrine of _ Hippocrates from 
Ooſcurity, which was then badly under- 
ſtood, and. that only. by very few. In 
this Undertaking he has done vaſt Service 
to Phyfick ; but it were to be wiſhed, that 
be had neither mixed uſeleſs Phil:fopby, nor 
logical Subtilties, with that Art which Hip- 
pocrates firſt 0 of all . ſeparated from the 
Study of Phil:ſophy : For from hence, the 
Pleaſure of philojophizing and Jiſputing % 
captivated the Minds , Phyſicians, that 
they ſtudied bis Syſtem with the utmoſt, I- 
duſtry, but neglected the Obſervance of Na- 
ture, till Time at length deſiroyed what 
Was founded only in Opinion. | 
Some , Hippocrates's Followers, Kri- 
ing out a particular Road, have attempted 
to diſpoſe his Matter in a neu Method, than 
awhich a more certain Way cannot be taken 
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for coming at the Truth of the Hippocratic 
Doctrine. It is plain to every one-wwho reads . 
the Writings of this ancient Phyſicean, bo \ 
Paſſages and Obſervations relating to the 


£ ſame Subject, are diſperſed throughout the 


whole Work, and thrown in among other 
Things entirely foreign to them ; ſo that to 
collect and difpuſe thoſe in a proper Order, 
appears at firſt Sight to be a very uſeful 
Deſign: Nor need there Arguments to 
prove the Truth F it, fince we baue the 
Works of Celſus, Aretæus, and Lommius. 
But flill T uas in Hopes ſome Improvements 
might be made on what theſe and others 
have done in this Affair. With this View. 
T fat about reducing the Matter Hippo- 
crates has left us, under ſuch Heads as 
ſeemed to me moſt convenient, one of which 
was of Fevers. On peruſing what I had. 
collected together, I imagined, that the. 
Hliſtory and Cure of Fevers, taken from 
Hippocrates, would be no unacceptable Pre- 
ſent to young Practitioners: For this Diſ- 
temper is the moſt common, and the moſt 
fatal of all that afflift Mankind; and 
though ſame Phyſiczans may have arffered 
from Hippocrates as to the method of Cure, 
yet all allow, that be ans the beſt acquainted 
with-the Signs of Diſeaſes, and their Por- 
tent + But if ſo, it will follow, that he beſt 
knew what way Nature took, either to pre- 
8 N 2 vent 
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vent bad Symptoms, or to remove them when 
preſent, or entirely to carry off the diſeaſe ; 
and he who is the moſt knowing in theſe Par- 
ticulars, muſt needs be moſt pal of tmi- 
tating Nature, Hippocrates, therefore, 
not only by obſerving Nature, but alſo by 

following her, muſt have been as ſucceſsful 
in curing Di orders, as in preſaging their 
Event; and we learn from Hiſtory, that 
on account of extraordinary Services done 
to Greece, be received divine Honours whilſt 
alive, even at Athens; and was the firſt 
after Hercules the Son of Jupiter, who was 
initiated in the great Myſteries. 
Moreover, it is not improbable, that he 
firſt invented this Method of Cure, and ad- 
died it to the antient Phyfick, Among other 
Proofs of this, ts the introduction ts bis book 
of Regimen in acute. Diſeaſes, viz. © Thoſe 
ce who compoſed what are called the Cnidian 
« Sentences, have rightly deſcribed the Pa- 
« tzent's Complaints in every Diſeaſe, and 
© bow ſome of them came on; and t theſe any 
© one, not ſeilled in Phyfick, might rightly 
ct deſcribe, provided be was truly informed 
 « by each Patient what be ſuffers: But as 
« fo rer Particu/ars, which a Phyficion 
is not informed of by" his Patient, and 
e ſhould diſcover himſelf, they are negletted; 
© though ſome of them are neceſfury to be 
* confidered, in "yy to form @ Judgment 
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* of the Conſequence. - Now as the. Method 
* of Cure depends on ſuch Knowledge, in 
ce this I very much differ from them.” 

* Beſides, from this and other Paſſages 
which occur in his Writings, he has the 
Honour likewiſe of being accounted the In- 
ventor of the Art of Preſaging; and this, 
indeed, cannot be in the leaſt” doubted of if 
Galen is to be believed, who aſſerts, that he 
was the. firſt of all Phyfictans who attempted 
ro form a Judgment of the State of the 
Diſorder from the Urine (3). There were, 
without Doubt, Phyſicians before Hippo- 
crates, who could mabe a good Gueſs wwhe- 
ther the Patient weuld.dte or recover ;. but 
thrs was not enough to ſatisfy bim, for be 
wanted to Enou the very Day on which 
uch @ Change would . happen, and likewiſe 
by what Means the Patient would eſcape, or 
by what. Symptom be carried af: And 
truly the Hippocratic Practice reſis chiefly 
on this knowledge, 'and cannot. ſtand: with- 
out it. For no Phyſician' can preſeribe. a 
proper Method of Diet for one in a Fever, 
if be is ignorant how long the Fever will 
continue; nor will be be able to lower the 
Diet a little before the Crifis, if he cannot 
foreſee its Approach. A Phyfician ought 
likewiſe to be able to foretell what Sort of 
| Evacuation Nature will make uſe of iu 
(3), Lib, 1. de Criſ. 3! 
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erder to carry off the Diſeaſe, otherwiſe be 
cannot poſſibly underſtand" how. to'draw the 
morbid Matter the ſame Way that Nature 
+» oo da Greiner 
But to erect entirely, or to build upward 
from the Foundation ſuch an accurate Art 
of Prejaging,* and to form from thence a 
moſt artificial Method of Practice, he miſt 
have been aſſiſted with à great Number of 

riments; in making of which, it was 
neceſſary Nature ſhould not be d'fturbed by 
Art, but left entirely ts herſelf : Fur the 
firſt thing to be found out was, how Nature 
by herſelf cures Diſorders ; but how cùn 
that be known, when Art bath excited ſore 
Motion? For when Art makes one” Motion, 
and Nature another, the Change produced 
in the body muſt be the compound of both.” 
© How is it that wwe ſee'very different” Ef 
fetts produced by the ſame Remedy, unleſs it 
proceeds from a difference in the Action of 
Nature? Befitles when Blood is drawn, or 
4 Vomit, or Purge, or any other Medicine 
given, which is capable of making any con- 
fiderable Alteration, how can we tell with 
any Certainty, if not taught by former Ex- 

| ferience, what would have happened to the 

Patient, if fuch 4 Remedy bad not been 
adminiſtred? "80 bee * 

The Obſervations we have in the firſt and 
third Books of epidemic Diſeaſes, are, in 

y A4 _oy 
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Opinion, Experiments of this lind; fax 

FE». rein every remar fable (bange <ohich bap- 
pened in tboſe Diſorders is very exattly 
noted, and in the Hiſtories of particular 
Patients, all the, Appearances which fight- 
Fed any thing, are fully ſet down as they 
daily ſucceeded each.other : . But it is ſel- 
dom there is any Mention made "of Reme- 
2 and even the greater Part of theſe 
Slight ; nor do I believe (to ſpeak 


— — LENS. A ) - bat Hi ippocrates or 
dered more 4 e be has. mentioned, ex- 


cepting only u proper Dier. Indeed | Food, 


= oben rightly, managed, is one of the beſt Re- 
 medies in Pevers; therefore this Part of 
the Hippocratic Writing did nat deſerve 10. 
1 templation on Death; eſpecially ſince hereby. 


be derided by Aſclepiades, as merely.a Con- 


the. Opportunity of. rightly applying. every 
artificial Evacuation in acute. Diſeqſes, 
which -was nat well underſtaod. before, and 
cu not be. quickly. learned. any. other 
N Way, was ſearched after for the common, 
= Good of Mankind.in all future Ages. 

But 1 knaw that Galen, and ſome very 
learned Men beſides, contend, that the — 
Parent. of P ich. treated theſe. Patients. 
according to the Rules laid down: by him in 
ſome other Parts of bis Worts. They. de- 


A ther * by farb Aken, as 
theſe 
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r tes was, without 
— —— with very effettual Re-. 
medies for the Diſorders nh which 
of theſe Patients were affliated, becauſe he 
has ordered them in ſome other of bis Wri- 

it is unreaſonable to think 
ered his Patients to go without them, 
\they were greatly wanted, It is moſt. 


Hngs ; 
he 
certain, indeed, that in other Places be hath- 


freſeribed divers Kinds of Remedies, and 
town 2 applying them ; 
nothing, however s to the contrary, 
but" that be — bis Rules from theſe 
very - Materials, ¶ I mean the Obſervations 
of which I am ſpeaking) grounding hereon 
Conjetture of what would be proper, and 
afterwards _—_— it by ERperiment, 
T is alſo pr from e that | 


younger Days: - For, after the Death of 
his: Parents, being already well inſtructed 
in Phyck and other Sciences, he formed a 
Reſolution of travelling, in order to have 
greater Opportunities of prattifing Phyfich: 


In theſe Travels be vifited all Greece, and 
ſome Countries that lay it, and he- 


came famous every where by his Practice. 


Upon leaving bis own Country, he firſt ſettled 
in Theſkily:( (5) ; now root and a Wass 


bj Comment. 31. 2d Epidem. 


Soran. Hiſtor. de Vita Hippocrat. 0. E 
almoſt 
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alma all theſeObſervations were made, 
which are related in bis genuine Books f 
eptdemick Diſeaſes. - 
Moreover, it ts very e that in 
theſe Patients he would not ſo often have 
obſerved Fevers to be carried off by an Hæ- 
morrhage coming on of its own Accord, if 
a Lein bad been opened whenever the Fever 
was violent, the Age ' vigorous, and the 
Strength firm: Yet he himſelf orders this, 
Gut 7 is quite unworthy of an honeſt Man, 
in fo ferious an Affair, ta adyſe- others to 
that. which be would not himſelf” make Uſe 
of as the beſt Remedy in the like Caſe. We 
may therefore regfinably conclude, that Hi p- 
pocrates was as yet ignoramt of this Rule. 
But it is farther urged for the Yr ers 
F Galen, that Hippocrates plai _ 
us, that: Medicines were — | 
o the Patients whoſe Hiſtories he —2 re- 
corded in theſe Books, though be hath not 
informed us what they were, viz, In the 
ninth Hiſtory of the third Book, and the 
Hieb in the ſecond Section of the ſame Book. 
In the fr ff Hiſtory 1s the following Paſſage, 
Pede un irt ivo, that is, as Foeſius 
interprets it, Non amplius quicquam ju- 
vare poterat, Nothing could do, any further 
Service ; which indeed may as well be un- 
derſtood of the Efforts of Nature, as of the 


Helps of Art: For thus be your; that 
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8 Flux of Blood from the No oft i inan  Tiflam- 
mation of the Precordia, uapra ug,, 
doth a vaſt deal of Service oy ; and this 
Meaning f the Word is not uncommon. 
But the ſame Sentence is tranſlated other- 
wwiſe by Valeſius, vis. Remedio non lo- 
cus erat, There was no Room for Remedies. 
"The other H Hory is this: * Calvus 9 
Lariſſa was ſuddenly ſeized with a Pain 
tin his right Thigh, and received no Be- 
„ nefit from the Uſe of Remedies.” The 
Greek Sentence is Tov 0s TporPrpopevtov 'udev 
PR.. "The Word TgooPepew (as Foeſius 
ſays in bis Oeconomy)' WSN ſignifies the 
adminiſtiring of Food, and thoſe Things which 
more immediately belong to Diet; yet this 
Mord often relates to exterial. Abph cations, 
and now” and then likewiſe to all Kind of 
Remedies : But as Hippocrates was accuſ- 
romed to uſe Fomentations immediately at 
the Beginning of Diforders, for aſſwaging 
all Manner of Pains, theſe Words may poſ- 
fibly fignify, - that on the firſt Day external 
Remedies were in vain applied to this Pa- 
tient. So that upon the whole, there does 
not ſeem to be a great 2 of Force i in theſe 
Argument. 
But it is abſurd to ſuppoſe even 
Galen's own Confe Mon (7), ?hat s 


, (6). In prognoſtico, (38). 
(F) Comment, 31. ad Epidem. 
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crates ſbald mate no Mention of bis givi 
the fero ngeft Medici nes, any e 5 
Remedies which produced the greateſt Alte- 
rations, when be carefully So ti us of the 
very ſlighteſt. Who can believe, that be 
bs never neglected to inform us of a Dro 
of Blood's Falling from the Noſe, or of t 
injection of a Clyfter, or of the putting up f 
4 Suppofitory, or of the applyi hing 4 Fomen- 
tation, ſhould often paſs 4 in Silence the 
raking away à large Quantity of Blood, or 
the giving a-ftrong Purge? And yet this 
fame Man' carefully deſcribes the Quality, 
Quantity, ond Tome of all the ene Eva- 
Fa ions. E 

To auaid this Difficulty, it is . that 
theſe Mrilings relate only to the Art of Pre- 
ſaging:: But Hiſtories of Patients cannot 

e at all ſerviceable towards preſaging, i 
| * Remedies. made Uſe of are * 

For if violent. Remedies were privately gi 

ven, we don't know what Alterations were 

eccafoned by them ; but it is certain, that 
they muſt have occaſioned. ſome very confide- 
cave Change. Therefore ue ſhall in vain 
expect the ſame Symptoms to ſucceed one ano- 
= in other Patients in Feyers, where 
the ſame power ful Remedies are not applied, 

and the more egregiouſly ſhall we be deceived, 
the greater the Virtue of *. Remedy. 4 
Hut 
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Bur from theſe Obſervations, in which 
nothing is concealed 10hich was neceſſary 260 
be * * we may fee in what Manner 
the Symptoms in Fevers,. when not inter- 
 rupted by Art or any external Cauſe, ſur - 

ceed one another, and by what Ways Na- 
ture berſelf gets rid of theſe Daſeaſes : From 
that Fountain flows the Art of Pre ging, 
and from this the true Art of bealing. 
This is the genuine Doctrine of Hippo- 
crates, which bas flood entire the Exami- 
nation of Ages; and being equally true in 
all its N bas neuer pid fo fond 
Face. I appeal to the moſt learned Boer- 
haave, whoſe Opinion take. as follows (8) e 

« Examine Greeks, Romans, Arabians, 
ce you'll every where find the Doctrine of ' 
% Hippocrates repeated and confirmed : Fur 


e whatever Things excellent may be found in Z 


e Diocles of Caryſtos, in Aretæus of Cap- 
te padocia, in Ruffus of Epheſus, in Aetius, 
« Oribaſius, and herd. wheſe Writings 
e have reached gown to ut, is owing to 
« Hippocrates. The Romans, among whon © 
e Ceſſus and Pliny excel, bot upon Hip- 
e pocrates as 4 Deity, and have recoutfe.”. 
« to bis Precepts as te an Oracle. The beſt: 
*« of the Arabians deſcribe Galen as a pure 
% Fountain, who, here wur hu bur. followed ' 


** Truth, it wholly Hippocratic. Aang 
(8). In oratione de Commend. ftud. Hippoc. 


the 
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* the more modern phyſical Writers, it is 
to be lamented; that u few only, if any, 
ce haue attained o the Perfection of the 
« Antients. One I moſt bighly eſteem, Dr. 
Thomas Sydenham; the + Glory of bis 
e Country, and greateſt Light of "Phyjeck; | 
E whom:as often as I contemplate, IT ſee in 
« my Mind an exact Repreſentotion of. the -. 
cc true Hippocratic Genius: + His. Merits 
ce are far Juperior to the bigheft Encomiuns 
* 1 can give him.” | To which, if 1 migtt- 
add any thing, it ſhould be this: That by + 
following cigſely the Steps of his divine Pa- 
rent in Practice, be arrived 10 ſo great 
Succeſs in curing acute Diſeaſes. . ct 
But it is more owing to a neglect of cul- 
tivating the Hippocratic Method of Cure,” 
than 70 any other Cauſe, that although by 
later Experiments the Structure and Powers 
of the buman Body are far better under ftcod, | 
andthe remote Cauſes of Diſeaſes more ac- 
curately inveſtigated, and the Number of 
Medicines greatly increaſed, and their Vir- 
tues more largely diſcovered; yet neverthe- 
leſs, the uſefulneſs of Medicine in curing 
acute Diſeaſes, if not diminiſhed, is not 
Increaſed fince the Time of Hippocrates. 
This being premiſed, I fhall proceed to 
the Hiſtory and Cure of Fevers, accordi ing 
to the Precpts of the divine old Man. 
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| LE. F EVERS. 7 their Difference 


I aws i is called 1 Hippo: 
crates lu g and Nugeric, which 
> denote Fire, it being from 
the Heat, which the Patient 

r mplained of, and the Phy- 
fician perceiv'd by his Touch, that a Judg- 
ment was form d of this Diſtemper. For 
thoſe who practiſed Phyſick before Hero- 
pbilus, were not very ſollicitous about the 
Pulſe: This famous Pupil of Praxaegoras, 
who flouriſhed at Alexandria, about the 
Time of Ptolemy the Son of Lagus, added 
the Doctrine of the Pulſe to that Part of 
Phyſick which treats of the Signs of Diſ- 
| orders: : The ſame was afterwards more 
f | B largely 


2 Of Fevers 


largely explained by Archigenes, and at 
length brought to Perfection by Galen. 
| To theſe Perſons we are chiefly indebted 
for the Diſcoveries conveyed down to us, 
relating to the Pulſe (1). 


Some Fevers go off in ſuch a Manner, as 
to leave the Patient entirely free, before 
another Fit comes on; hence they have 
the Name of Intermittents: Of theſe ſome 
return every Day, ſome every third Day, 
and ſome every fourth Day; others are 
compounded of the preceding, and ſome 


_ obſerve no certain Periods: There are a 


few which have longer Intervals, return- 
ing every fifth Day, or later, but ſach are 
hr fry with (2). 

There iv another Kind of Fevers which 
at Times abate of their Violence, but ſtill 
ſtick to the Patient till a new Fit returns; 
whilſt others have ſcarce any or no Re- 
miſſion at all; both theſe are called by 

Hippocrates continual Fevers, but his Suc- 
ceſſors have divided them into Continual 


—_ * 


** Galen. lib. de Pulſ. differ. 

42) The. 8 I. . 
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aud their Difference. 3 
Of cantinual Fevers, theſe which end 
within four Days are extremely acute; 
within ſeven Days exactly acute; within 
fourteen ſimply acute; tho! the laſt ſome» 
times extend to the-twentieth Day, after 
which Time, if there has been no conſi- 
derable Remiſſion, they generally grow 
more gentle, and are then to be reckoned 
of the ſlow Kind (3), 

Fevers are alſo diſtinguiſh'd according to 
the Difference of their Cauſes ; as a Fever 
from Repletion, &c. ſo alſo from the effi- 
cient Matter, as a Fever from the Bile, &c. 
likewiſe from ſome remarkable Symptom 
attending it, as an ardent Fever, a Fever 
with Hiccup: Thus Zrippria, Aſodes, 
and innumerable other Names have, on 
theſe Accounts, been given to Fevers. But 
the great Parent of Phyſick was very little 
ſollicitous about Names, and blames the 
Cnidian Phyſicians for being ſo particular 
about them (4): What he chiefly regard- 
ed, was the Violence of the Fever, the 
Strength of the Patient, and the Tendency -- 


(3) Lib. de Prænot. & Aphor. 23. Sea. 2. 
(4) Lib. de Victũs rat. in acutis, ſub initio. 
B 2 of 
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of the morbid Matter. However it may 
not be amiſs to remark here, that thoſe Fe- 
vers which ariſe from an Inflammation of 
any particular Part, take their Name from 
the Part affected, as a Phrenſy, Peripneu- 
mony, Pleuriſy, Hæpatitis, and the like. 
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N every, « Prep Repard | is f 

had to what Phyſicians call the 5 
ar. Periods of the Diſcaſe, and theſe are 
four, uz. the. Beginning, the Increaſe, 
the State, and the Declenſion (5). In the 
Beginning, according to Hippocrates, all 
things. are crude and gentle; but theſe 
Circumſtances are not limited to any Cery 
tain Number of -Days, therefore neither i 18 
the Beginning of the Diſeaſe. A Fever 
then will be in its firſt Stage until the 
Signs of Concoction, or of great Danger 
appear. After the Beginning is the In- 
creaſe, which continues ſo long as the Com- 


le? Galen. de Criſ. lib. . „ 0 @} 
ä B 3 plaints 
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plaints and Paroxyſms are growing worſe, 
and theſe return. ſooner than the former, 
and end later. The State or Height of 
the Fever, is when the Paroxyſm equals 
the former without exceeding it : But as 
ſaon as the Complaints and Paroxyſins a- 
bate, the Declenſion begins. In continual 
Fevers, when the Symptoms grow worſe 
and worſe, it 'fhews the Diſeaſe to be in- 
crealing; but when they grow milder and 
milder, it is declining (6). Galen howe- 
ver won't allow theſe Diſeaſes which are 
tee from Danger, to be abſolutely at their 
State, before the Signs of a perfect Concoc- 
tion are apparem (7). The State indeed, ac- 
cording to Hippocrates, doth fignify ſome- 
Ines a guy Concoction, and ſometimes 
the greateſt Height of the Fever. As to 
the Signs of Conooction and Crudity, he is 
very - Perdleaher and from them chiefly 
draws his Rules both of Prognoſtication 
and of Cure: On which Actount 'its ne- 
ceflary to know pteciſely what the Anci- 
ents taught concerning them. 
Meat and Drink, then, received into the 
gtortach, continue in a erude State, until 


(6) Celſus. (%) De Crif. lib. 1. cap. 18. 
| | | they 


they are attenuated, diſſolved, and digef- 
ted; when they have undergone” this 
Change, Concoction is-finiſhed in the firft 
Paſſages, But the milky Humour thence 
prepared, which is there perfectly concocq- 
ted, being afterwards carried into the 
Blood, is very unlike the Humour which 
flows in the Blood Veſſels; and therefore 
is in this other Elaboratory of Nature; ac- 
counted crude, but when it has been far- 
ther prepared in the Veſſels, and is changed 
into Blood, then it is no- > lodges crude, g but 8 
mature or concocted. 

Beſides, I find Hippeerate cal not dec 
that Matter which is imperſectly prepared 
and undigeſted, crude, but like wiſr hat- 
ſoe ver degenerates from its natural l heakby 
State. There is, ſays he, in 4 human 
« Body, ſomewhat of bitter, and ſalt, 
and ſweet, and ſour, and ſharp, and 
© infipid, and a thouſand other Things, 
% which have different Qualities, accord- 
< ing to their Quantity and Strength, but 
« by reaſon of their being mixed and 
ee blended one with another, they are not 
ce perceiv'd, neither do they cauſe any 
« Uncaſineſs ; but when any of them is 

8 B 4 cc ſeparated 
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ic ſeparated from the others, and collected 
< by itſelf, then it becomes ſenſible, and 
* occaſions ſome Diſorder (8): Thus in a 


« Coryza, there is a Diſcharge of a thin 
40 — 2p Humour from the Noſe, or De- 


« fluxions fall upon the Eyes, by the Acri- 
* mony of the Humours ; of whatſoever 
« Kind they be, the Part affected will be 
< fretted and pained, the burning Heat, 
t and Height of the Inflammation will con- 
<< tinuetill the catarrhous Humoursare con- 
« cocted and thickned. So likewiſe when 
ee there is a Defluxion upon the Fauces, 
and from thence a Hoarſeneſs, a Quin- 
_ « ſey, an Eryſipelas, or Inflammation of the 

« Lungs, the Diſcharge is firſt of all ſalt, 


thin, and acrid z, and whilſt this laſts, 


« the; Diſorder .is_confirm'd/; but when 
<< it grows thicker, and more concocted, 
and has loſt its Actimony, then the Fe- 
ee ver, and all the other Complaints, go 
off. The Matter is concocted, when 
ce the Humours are thoroughly mixed 
and tempered with each ber. and as 
« it were digeſted” (9). 


(s) — Midicin. (15) ER >” 
e) In. lib. de Priſe, Medic. (15) & (16) 
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In perfect Health it is certain, that both 
what is diſcharged from the Body, and 
what is retained within, are thoroughly 
concocted; and in Sickneſs, the nearer they 
are like what they were in Health, the 
nearer: they are to a good Concoction. 
Crudity is judged of from the Contraries. 
When there is any remarkable Crudity, 
the Body is ſome way or other diſor- 
dered by it, and the greater the Crudity, 
the greater will be the Diſorder. In Fe- 
vers, however, the Signs of Concoction 
and Crudity, are chiefly taken from the 
Stools, and from vrhat is ſpit up, and from 
the Urine, but moſtly from the latter. 
For Fevers are reckoned Diſeaſes of the 
Blood, and the Urine is nothing elſe but a 
Liquid ſecreted from the Blood, on which 
Account it will infallibly give the beſt In- 
dication of the Diſpoſition of the vital 
Humour, when there is D in 
the urinary Paſſages. 8-510 
In this excrementitious Humour, the 
Subſtance, Colour, and Contents are uſu- 
ally regarded. That Urine is beſt which 
reſembles what is made in Health; this 
FOR: 3 in the Morning, after a 


„ 


20 Of OGncoction and Crudity, Ge. 
perfect Concoctiou of the Food, is of a 
moderate Conſiſtence, ſomewhat deeper 
than a ſtraw Colour, and what Sediment 
it has, is ſmooth, white, and even: Whilſt 
the Chyle is mixing with the Blood, there 
is a larger Sediment, but when that is 
thoroughly incorporated with it, a ſlighter. 
The Colour of the Urine is heightned by 
Faſting, and the longer a Perſon refrains 
from eating and drinking, the deeper will 
it be. Exerciſe likewiſe, and whatever 
conſiderably quickens the Blood's Motion, 
adds both to the Heighth of the Colour, 
and the Quantity of the Sediment. More- 
over, the Way of Living, Age, Conſtitu- 
tion, Climate, or Seaſon of the Year, will 
make 2 Difference. Therefore in acute 
Fevers, we muſt expect the Urine to be of 
a deeper Colour, and more loaded with 
Contents, than in Health. | 
- There are ſeveral Sorts of wed Urine ; 
one Sort is turbid as ſoon as diſcharged, 
and ſhortly after drops a Sediment; ano- 
ther Sort continues turbid ; a third is fine 
for ſame Time; then grows turbid, and 
drops no Sediment at all. The firſt Sort 
has beft, and ſhews that Concoction is 
advanc'd ; 
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advanc'd ; the laſt ſignifies that it is ſcarce 
yet begun; the other, that it is in a Con- 
dition between both: Theſe are Cruditics 
with regard to the Conſiſtence. | 

As to the Colour, that which is limpid 
is the crudeſt of all; between this, and 
that of a natural Colour, there are ma- 
ny Degrees, as there are between this 
laſt and black Urine; ſo that the farther 
they are from the natural Colour, the far- 
ther are they from a State of Concoction. 
Urine which is of a good Colour, but has 
no Sediment or Clouds in it, is concocted 
as to Colour, but in other reſpects crude. 
Limpid Urine, in acute Fevers, denotes a 
Phrenſy, Where the Urine is for a long 
Time together quite fine, and of a natural 
Colour, it ſhews, in a dangerous Fever, 
that Nature is hardly able to concoct the 
febrile Matter; but in a Diſeaſe which is 
not mortal, that an Abſceſs will follow. - 
If ſmooth, white, even Clouds float in 
the Urine, they denote it almoſt concocted, 
eſpecially if they fall downward : If there is 
a red, ſmooth, andeven Sediment in Urine 
of a deep Colour, the Diſeaſe will be laſt- 


ing, but is without Danger : When the U- 
| | r1ne 
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rine appears ſometimes concocted, and 
fometimes crude,” tis a Sign of a long and 
dangerous Diſeaſe : When the Contents of 
the Urine are of a mealy Kind, or ſcaly, 
or like Bran, or black, or livid, or where a 
fatty Film floats on it, ſomewhat like a 
Cobweb, there is great Danger. The 
mealy Kinds denote a violent melting 
Heat; the fatty Film likewiſe a colliqua- 
tive Diſcaſe; the branny and ſcaly Con- 
tents ſhew the Solids to be worn away; 
and the Black, a Gangrene of the Hu- 
mours, unleſs the Patient be a Woman 
who-1abours under a Suppreſſion of the 
Menſes: The thicker the black Urine is, 
the more dangerous; if it be thick and 
quite black, it is a ſure Sign of a _—_— 
— nb 4 
FThere is, however, an Allow to be 

ide for the Conſtitution of the Patient, 

and the Nature of the Diſtemper; for if 
Children or young Perſons fall into a Fe- 
ver, after Repletion and Inactivity, the 
Urine can hardly be judged well ooneoc 
ted, before it has a large and laudable Se 
diment ; but if Perſons of a middle Age, 
are ſelzed with the ſame Diſorder, after 
9 1 Abſtinence 
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Abſtinence. and hard Labour, a kindly 
Cloud in the Urine promiſes a good Criſis. 
Limpid Urine is worſt- in Children, and 
black in Adults (1 ).- In Icterick, Bilious, 
and genuine Eryſipelatous Fevers, and 
ſome of the putrid Kind which happen in 
Summer, the Urine is genetally tranſpa- 
rent and "yellowiſh, almoſt home to the 
Criſis : In thoſe Fevers, when a Cloud ap- 
| pears in it, 'tis a Sign of Concoction; 
ſometimes, tho' but ſeldom, it appears tur- 
bid, and if it has any Sediment, tis gene- 
rally greeniſh, yellow, or I bur ne- 
ver white (2). | 
This Sort of Fevers is very different 
from the Inflammatory Kind, where a 
white Sediment is ſo much deſired; for in 
theſe the Blood is thicken'd, its red Glo- 
bules augmented, and when any is drawn 
off, it is covered with a tough, ſizy Pelli- 
cle; whereas, in the others, it is diſſoly d, 

hardly coagulates, and ſometimes the 
greateſt Part of it is turn'd into a thin 
ichorous Humour, In flow pituitous Fe- 
(1) Hip. Prænot. (40. ) Prænot. coac. (210) br N 


; (54). Galen. de Criſ. 


(2) De Garter. Exercit de ſite. Wintringham C 
Nolſolgg. i in Conſtit. Ann. 1719- a on. 


5 vers, 
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vers; the Urine is pale, which, whilſt the 
Diſeaſe is increaſing, often drops a great 
deal of thick, flakey, uneven Sediment, of 
a pale or whitiſh Colour, About the 
State, when Nature gets the better, the 
Sediment is in a ſmaller Quantity, and 
more concocted; but when the Patient is 
in a very dangerous Way, the Urine is 
ſometimes pale and fine from the Begin- 
ning to the End (3). Moreover, in a baſ- 
tard Peripneumony, the Urine affords 
ſcarce any Prognoſtick at all, inſomuch 
that it frequently appears of a good Com- 
plexion, even when Death is at Hand (4). 
Laſtly, When Nature throws. off the fe- 

brile Matter thro other Paſſages (provided 
the critical Evacuations, or Abſceſles, pro- 
ceed regularly) we ſometimes find the 
Urine is not concocted, until the Diſeaſe is 
in its Declenſion, or quite over; and this 
happens moſt of all in Fevers which are 
terminated by Abſceſſes on the Skin; and 


nin the next Place in thoſe which are ter- 
minated by Stools; and then in thoſe 


(3) Hollerius in lib. z. de morb. intern. cap. de Feb. ex 
cruditate. X 
44) Boerhaave cap. de peripneumon, lent 


Which 
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which are terminated by Expectoration. 
If the Urine is ſuppreſs'd, or comes away 
involuntary, there is the utmoſt Danger, 

As to Concoction in the firſt Paſſages, 
we may know it to be well performed, if 
the Stools are neither more or leſs fre- 
quent than they uſed to be in the Time of 
Health; if their Quantity anſwers to what 
is taken in; if they are browniſh, ſoft, fi- 
gured, and equal, and not fetid. Theſe 
are the moſt kindly Stools in acute Diſ- 
eaſes, tho' lax Stools are of ſervice if they 
are not very thin, large, nor frequent (5). 
On the contrary, it is a Sign of a bad Con- 
coction in the firſt Paſſages, when the 
Stools are either in greater or leſs Quantity 
than is requiſite, when they are either very 
watery, or very much dried up, or of a 
clay Colour, or bilious, or not well mixed. 
Moreover, - not only the excrementitious 
Matter of the Food,” and of the firſt Paſ- 
ſages, is evacuated by Stool, but ſometames 
in Diſeaſes, the morbid Matter of the 
whole Body is purged off this Way, For 
Inflammations of the internal Parts of the 

Body, purulent Abſceſſes, and acute Fe- 


(5) Prænot. (39 & 40.) 


vers, 
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vers, are ſometimes carried off by Stools of 
a bilious, mucous Nature. It may not be 
improper to obſerve here, that the Antients 
called any of the Excrements bilious, 
when they were pretty much tinged with 
a yellow Colour. Thoſe Stools are very 
bad; which are extremely thin, and en- 
tirely bilious, frothy, greaſy, fetid, bloody, 
when not critical, and griping ; or which 
come off very frequently, or weaken the 
Patient by their Quantity : It is ſtill worſe 
when the Stools come off inſenſibly; and 
worſt of all if they are black or livid, eſ— 
pecially when the Patient is much worn 
by the Diſeaſe; for ſuch generally die the 
Day following (6). | 
In Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, we ought 
chiefly to regard the Matter which is ſpit 
up; and this is reckoned well concocted, 
if it be ſmooth, white, of an uniform co- 
Jour, and in Conſiſtence like good Pus ; 
it ought to be brought up by the Cough 
with Eaſe, to be diſcharged pretty early 
in the Diſorder, and in a conſiderable 
Quantity: However, in the Beginning of 


. 


K Hip. de Prænpt. Aphor. 23 So. 4. Coac, Præſag. 
16. | | . 
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the Diſeaſe, we muſt not expect a Diſ- 
charge of concocted Matter: for tho' it 
ſhould be of a deeper Colour, or have 
ſome Blood intermixed, provided it is ex- 
pectorated betimes, and becomes continu- 
ally more and more concocted; or if the 
Patient begins to expectorate in the ſecond 
Period of the Diſtemper, and the Mat- 
ter diſcharged has the Signs of Concocti- 
on, it is a Sign of a ſafe and ſhort Diſ- 
eaſe, If there has been no Expectorati- 
on in the firſt Stages of the Diſeaſe, it is 
bad, but worſe if the Diſcharge' which 
went on well in the Beginning, ſtops a- 
bout the Criſis. Matter which is white- 
iſh, glutinous, and coughed up with a 
great deal of Difficulty, is of no Service; 
that which is quite yellow or bloody after 
the firſt Days, is a Sign the Diſeaſe is 
crude, and will give no Relief: When it 
is thin, ſalt, and frothy, and excites a vio- 
lent Cough, but is hardly to be brought 
up by it, if it continues long fo, it is 
dangerous. The worſt kind of all is the 
Black, and that which at the State of the 
Diſeaſe is ſo viſcid that it cannot be ex- 
t en but ſticks faſt within the 

0 Lungs, 
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Lungs, occaſioning a rattling in the Breaſt, 
and Suffocation. Inflammations of the 
Lungs, and Pleuriſies, where thete is no 


Expectoration, are very dangerous (7). 


_ Though Hippocrates very much depend- 
ed on theſe Signs, yet he carefully obſer- 
ved every other Appearance that could 
give toom for Hopes or Fear. To men- 
tion a few; it preſages good, if the Pati- 
ent bas almoſt an healthy Countenance, if 
he hes in Bed in the fame Situation as he 
wag uſed to when well, or in any one he 
likes; if he breathes freely, if he is free 
from Pain, if he is of a ſound Mind, and 
beats his Diſtemper with good Spirits; if 
he wakes by Day, and ſleeps by Night, if 
he has no eager Deſite for drinking, nor 
averſion. for Food; if the Præcordia are 
even, Toft and plump, if the Body is all 
over ſoft, and equally warm. If there 
are all thefe Circumſtances, or molt of 
them, the Diſeaſe is without Danger, and 
will ſoon be at an End. But the contrary 
denote Death : That is, when immedi- 
ately at the Beginning of a Diſeaſe, the 


Face, without any apparent Reaſon, is 


17) Bip. Prænotilaij & Coac. Proſap. (178) 
71 1 ſunk 
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ſunk or diſcoloured; when the Eyes, the 
Noſe, the Ears or Tongue are much al- 
tered as to appearance, or the Uſe of their 
Functions; when the Patient lies conti- 
nually upon his Back, or is every now and 
then ſliding downwards towards the Bed's- 
foot, or bears the Diſorder with Impati- 
ence, and is continually turning from 
Side to Side; when he breathes with Dif- 
ficulty, when he has a violent and conti- 
nual Pain in his Head, or in any of the 
more noble Viſcera; when he is greatly 
oppreſſed with watching or with Sleep, 
or very much out of his Senſes ; where 
there is an inſatiable Deſire of drinking, 
but an utter loathing of all kinds of Food ; 
where the Præcordia are unequal, hard, 
elevated, or depreſſed; where the Inſide 
is burning whilſt the Outſide is cold. 
Some of ' theſe Symptoms, however, are 
no way dangerous, if they appear after 
Concoction. But I ſhall dwell no longer 
on this Subject, ſince Hippocrates in his 
Treatiſe of Prognoſticks, hath carefully 
recorded all the good and bad Signs in 
acute Diſcaſes, and made an Eſtimate of 

Nel their 
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their reſpective Powers. For among the 
good Signs, all are not equally good, nor 
among the bad, are all equally bad, ſome 
being worſe than others, and ſome worſt 
of all. But in general, every Alteration 
of Circumſtances from what they were 
in perfect Health is bad, and the greater 
the Alteration is, the greater the Danger, 
and the more neceſſary thoſe Parts or 
Functions which ſuffer the Alteration are 
to Life, the more certainly is Death to 
be expected. Whoever (ſays the beſt of 
Phyſicians) is deſirous of knowing be- 
forehand, which of his Patients will re- 
cover, and which die, and who will con- 
tinue ill a long Time, and who will ſoon 
get well, ought to have a thorough 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of all the 
Signs, and more eſpecially of thoſe ex- 
hibited by the Urine and Expectoration, 
and to compare their ſeveral Powers with 
each other, as I have done. Yet in ano- 
ther Place he gives this Precaution, that 
Predictions are not always certain in acute 
Diſeaſes; for, as Celſus relates, There 
« is ſuch a great Variety of Conſtituti- 
— GAES | cc ons, 
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e ons, that no certain Signs can be laid 

« down, of the future Event of a Diſ- . 
« order; this indeed renders our Art 
« Conjectural, but ſuch is the Nature of 

e the Conjecture, that tho it moſt com- 

© monly anſwers, yet it may now. and 

ce then deceive us; and this is a Thing 

« which the Weakneſs of Man cannot 
© avoid”(8). 


(8) Celſus, lib. 2. cap. 6. In this Book he WEE 1 
chiefly from Hippocrates, the whole Art of Preſaging, 
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COMMENTARY Ill, 


of the Cri ifs, and the $i) ins of its Ate 
| proach. 


N acute Diſeaſes there frequently hap- 
pens a ſudden Change, either for Re- 
covery or Death: This Change is ge- 
nerally preceded by a violent Perturbation, 
and ſome or other of the following Symp- 
toms. Very violent Pains of the Head, 
reat Giddinefs, a Delirium, deep Sleep, 
oiſe in the Ears, Deafneſs, redneſs of 
the Eyes, Miſts before the Sight, a falſe 
Perception of Flaſhes and Sparkles of 
Light, involuntary Tears, ſhaking of the 
lower Lip, a univerſal Tremor, a ſudden - 
Difficulty of Breathing, a puffing up or 
drawing in of the Præcordia, hurry of 
Mind, Anxiety, perpetual Tofling, into- 
lerable Heat. This particular Time of 
the Diſeaſe the Greeks called Koo, hence 
the Hurry and Evacuations which happen 
about 
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about the Keio are called Critical. When 
perſect Health ſucceeds, the Cribs is judg⸗ 
ed compleat; but when the Diſcaſe Boes 
off for a ſhort Time only, to return a- 
gain, or abates conſiderably of its Vio- 
lence, it is then imperfect. Moreover, 
Hippocrates in his Hiſtories of particular 
Patients, pronounces thoſe critically freed 
from their Fevers, who recover by flow 
Degrees, and repeated Evacuations, with - 
out any violent Perturbation. But Galen 
allows only the ſudden Changes in Diſeaſes, 
which are attended with Perturbation, to 
be properly called a Criſis (g). 

It having been obſerved thit a ; Criſis 
happens more fiequently, and that itz 
Signs are more certain on ſome particular 
Days, the Antients have called theſe Days 
Critical, among which the Septenaries 
were eſteemed the moſt efficacious, and 
next the Quaternaries. The Septenaries 
are the ſeventh, fourteenth, and twenti- 
eth, for the ſecond Septenary begins with 
the eighth Day, .and the third with the 
fourteenth ; the middle and laſt Day. of 
each Scptenary are 1 ſuch are 


IS +: de Crif, at the beginning. | 
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the fourth, ſeventh, eleventh, fou rteenth, 


ſeventeenth, and twentieth. Hippocrates 
likewiſe obſerved, that acute Diſeaſes had 
their Paroxyſms on theſe Days, and there- 
fore tells us that their Periods are termi- 
nated by four Days unto the twentieth (1) : 
Moreover every Quaternary, which is the 
middle of its proper Septenary, is called 
22 and Contemplatorius, becauſe the 
Signs of a Criſis to happen on the follow- 
ing Septenary, appear the preceding Qua- 
ternary ; accordingly the fourth Day of 
a Diſeaſe is the Index of the ſeventh, fo 
likewiſe the eleventh of the fourteenth, 
and the ſeventeenth of the twentieth ; the 
ſeventh, fourteenth, ' and twentieth” are 
both Quaternaries and Septenaries( 2); of 
the other Days, thoſe called equal, were 
thought leſs effectual to terminate Fevers, 
ſo that if the Fever left a Patient on thoſe 
Days, a return was apprehended, eſpeci- 
ally if the Paroxyſm did not come up- 
on the equal Days; for where the Pa- 
roxyſm comes upon the equal Days, the 
Criſis happens on ny fame(3): But ſuch 


(1) Lb. Prenot. (0 (2) A 1 
(3) Lib. 1. morb. an (964) (565) Aphor. 36. Sea. 4. 
Fevers 
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Fevers are generally -more dangerous than 
others, whoſe Paroxyſms return upon the 
unequal Days. But of all the critical 
Days, Galen thought the ſeventh the moſt 
powerful, next to that the fourteenth, 
then the ninth, - and then the twentieth; 
theſe conſtitute the firſt Order, as the ſe- 
venteenth, fourth, third, and eighteenth 
do the ſecond, The fixth has the worſt 
Character of all, for the Criſis which 
happens on that Day is fatal, or at leaſt 
extremely dangerous. Theſe Fevers which 
leave the Patient on the eighth and tenth 
Day, he expected would return again(4). 
In the ſecond twenty Days, only the 
Septenaries have a Power of terminating 
Fevers by a Criſis, and after that Time 
only the Vicenaries. 

But Celſus imagines that in this Affair 
the Antients laid a Streſs on the Pythago- 
7ick Numbers, which were then in great 
Repute( 5): However we find that regu- 
lar Tertians by a conſtant Law, have their 
Fits on the alternate Days, with reſpect 
to two Paroxyſms ; and ardent Fevers ate 


(4) Lib. 1. de dieb. Decretor. 
(s Lib. 2. cap. 4. 


likewiſe 
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likewiſe obſerved to keep the ſame Period. 
Tertians indeed do not always return ex- 
actly at the ſame Time, for they ſome- 
times ſeize the Patieut a few Hours ſooner, 
and ſometimes later, ſo that in the Courſe 
of a few Periods, thoſe Paroxyſms which 
came on at the beginning, upon the un- 
equal Days, will in the Sequel, by hur- 
rying on too ſoon, or ſtaying off too long, 
happen on the equal. Thoſe of them 
which are growing worſe, vecy frequently 
anticipate the due Time ; on the contra- 
ry, when they become more gentle, they 
generally return later; wherefore in con- 
tinued Remitting Fevers, whoſe Parox- 
yſms return every other Day, like as in a 
Tertian, if the Paroxyſm has fo far an- 
ticipated its due Time as to ſeize on an 
equal Day on this fide the ſeventh, we 
may ſuſpect the Diſeaſe to be very davger- 
ous. For we can hardly expect in the 
beginning of a Fever, that the Interval 
ſhould be prolonged ſo far, as that the 
Paroxyſm which was expected on the fifth 
Day, ſhould be delayed till the ſixth; 
ſince it is ſufficient for the Diſeaſe to ſhew 
ſuch a as towards the End of the 
24 ſecond 
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ſecond Septenary, ſo that the ſeventh. Pa- 


roxyſm which was to have ha on 
the thirteenth Day ſat leaſt if it returned 
every other Day at the uſual. Hour) ſhould 
now be protracted to the fourteenth. 
Moreover, in Intermittent Fevers, the 
Matter which produceth the Paroxyſm is 
concocted within the Space of the Fit, 
and begins to be expelled at the Height 
of it: But in Continual Fevers, the fe- 
brile Matter requires a longer Time to be 
concocted, and when it is prepared for 
Expulſion, no fitter Time can be found 
for its being thrown out, than when the 
Paroxyſm is at its Height, becauſe then 
all the Humours are propelled through the 
Veſſels. with the greateſt Violence. In 
Fevers therefore when, the Paroxyſms hap- 
pen every other Day, and the Aſſaults 
are more violent every other Paroxyſm, 
'or on the Quaternaries, and moſt violent 
of all every other Quaternary, the Septe- 
naries will on this Account be the moſt 
critical ; after them the Quaternaries, and 
then the unequal Days. Hence likewiſe 
we may ſee the Reaſon why Fevers which 
run higher on the equal Days, ſhould 
| | have 
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have their Crifis alſo on the ſame Days. 
But whether the Cauſes aſſigned ſeem pro- 
bable or not, the Hiſtories of Patients in 
the firſt and third Book of Epidemicks 
plainly evince, that the Criſis and theit 
Signs for the moſt part appear on the cri- 
tical Days. With us indeed Fevers have 
not ſuch regular Returns every other Day, 
as they had formerly in Greece and Rome, 
either on account of the Difference of 
Climate, or manner of Life, or Method 
of Diet, or perhaps chiefly, management 
of Cure. Such Fevers as are ſcarce at all 
heightned on the alternate Days, frequent- 
ly elude the Power of Critical Days; and 
ſlow Fevers, for the generality, are not 
influenced by them; in theſe indeed we 
ought to regard the feveriſh Periods, if 
there are any, above the Critical Days. 
Beſides theſe, there is another Property 
aſcribed to Critical Days, which is, that 
Fevers which return again after an imper- 
fect Criſis, generally begin their ſecond 
Attack upon one of thoſe Days; and we 
obſerve that Quartan Fevers, cured by the 
Peruvian Bark, return at that Time on 
which the Paroxyſin would have hap- 
| * 
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pen, even tho' the Fever has been ſtopt | 
for ſome Weeks. But thoſe who are in- 
quiſitive after more Knowledge in this 
Matter, may conſult Galen's Books of 
Critical Days, and his Commentaries on 
the Firſt and Third Books of Epidemicks; 
in the laſt Pieces, according to the Re- 
mark of the learned Dr. Freind, his only 
Aim ſeems to be, to explain the Doctrine 
of Critical Days, and to confirm it chiefly 
by this Authority. I ſhould have men- 
tioned before, that when any Part of a 
Criſis falls out upon a Critical Day, the 
Criſis is to be attributed to that very Day, 
provided the Signs of it appeared upon 
the preceding Quaternary. 

What remains is to treat of thoſe Signs 
or Indications by which we may preſage 

the Time of the Criſis ; and here we 
muſt conſider the preſent Epidemick Con- 
ſtitution, the Climate, the Seaſon of the 
Year, the Age, Temperament of the 
Patient as well as his Way of living, and 
likewiſe the periodical Returns of the Fe- 
ver, but moſt of all the Signs of IP 


and Concoction( 6). 


(6) Hip. Aphor. 2. Sect. 1. Galen de Criſ. lib, 3. & de 
Dieb. decret, 
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If the Patient is in the Vigour of his 
Age and Strength, if it is Summer time or 
vety near it, and the Weather agreeable to 
the Seaſon, if tis not a cold Climate, if 
the Body is compact and of a florid Com- 
plexion, if the Fever is violent, if the Signs 
of Concoction appear the firſt Day, and 
the other Symptoms are very favourable, 
then the Diſeaſe will be happily terminat- 
ed by a Criſis, on or before the fourth Day; 
and the more there concur of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, the more certain will the E- 
vent be. Thus Pericles whoſe Urine on 
© the third appear'd well concocted, was 
© on the fourth critically freed from his 
© Fever (7). (But let us take care not to 
be deceived by a kindly Sediment which 
ſometimes appears in the Urine at the very 
beginning of a Fever, for this is ſometimes 
a Sign of the Concoction of the Food, and 
not of the febrile Matter; what proceeds 
from concocted Food, quickly diſappears, 
whereas that which is owing to a Concoc- 
tion of the morbid Matter becomes daily 
more mature), But if there's no Sign of 
Concoction on the firſt or ſecond Day, tho 


(7) Kgrot. 6. Sect 2. Lib. 3. Epid. | 
the 
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the Patient has all other favourable Symp- 
toms, he will not be freed from his Fe- 
ver in the firſt Period, or which is the 
ſame thing, within the fourth Day. If the 
Urine has Signs of Concoction on the fourth 
Day, a Criſts may be expected the ſe- 
venth (8), eſpecially if the Fever is more 
Intenſe every third Day, and no Obſta- 
cle ariſes from the Phyſician, the Patient, 
his Attendants, or any other external 
Cauſe; and this is a thing which ought 
to be particularly conſider'd in all Preſages, 
for if nature is interrupted by any of theſe, 
a Criſis cannot be foretold with any man- 
ner of Certainty (9). But if there's no Con- 
coction before the ſeventh Day, there will 
be no Criſis before the eleventh, nor on 
that unleſs the Heat be great, the Parox- 
yim violent, and its Returns upon the un- 
equal Days. Signs of Concoction appear- 
ing on the eleventh Day, or the bad Symp- 
toms of the Diſeaſe abating (which ſhew 
the Matter to be concocted in the Blood- 
veſſels tho' not diſcharged) prognoſticate 
a Criſis will happen on the fourteenth. In 


15 Aphor. 71. Seck. 4. (9) Galen de Dieb. Decretor. 
ib. 1. | | 
this 
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this ſecond Septenary there generally-hap- 
pens a very remarkable Alteration, and 


the Violence of the Heats ſeldom conti- 


nues beyond this Period; for which Rea- 


ſon Hippocrates ſometimes fixes the four- 
teenth Day for the Boundary of acute Fe- 


vers. Nevertheleſs if this Day doth not 
terminate the Fever, but advances the Signs 
of Concoction, the ſeventeenth will put 
an End to it. The ſlighteſt appearance on 
the ſeventeenth Day is a ſure Token of a 
Crifis about the twentieth or twenty firſt. 
But in fatal Diſorders, bad Signs appear- 
ing preſage Death to the Patient, after the 
fame Manner as good Signs in thoſe that 
are free from Danger preſage a Recovery : 
So that the moſt malignant Fevers, and 
ſuch as are attended with the worſt Symp- 
toms at the very beginning, kill the Pa- 
tient on or before the fourth Day (1): 
Thus it happen'd to a Patient of Hippo- 
crates in a Phrenſy (2). But in Fevers ex- 
quiſitely acute, if a fatal Symptom ap- 
pears on the fourth Day, Death may be 


expected on the ſeventh, unleſs the Pa- 


0) Hip. preſag. 44. (2) Azrot. 4. SeR. 2. Lib. 3. Epid. 


roxyſm 
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roxyſm anticipates the uſual Time, and 
kills the Patient on the eighth, and in- 
deed a probable Conjecture may be made 
of the yery Hour of the Patient's Death; 
for in a deadly Diſeaſe, if at the begin- 
ning of a Paroxyſm the Patient is exceſ- 
fively cold, and hardly recovers Heat a- 
gain, if he breathes with Difficulty and 
Rattling in his Throat ; If he — 
faint, or exceſſively ſleepy, or has any o- 
| ther ſuch dreadful Symptom, which he 
had not at any other time of the Paroxyſm, 
tis very likely he will die in the Begin» 
ning of the next Fit, eſpecially if it comes 
on upon a critical Day. But if the Be- 
ginning of the Paroxyſm is ſomewhat 
gentle, and the State more violent, on Ac- 
count of terrible Huzries of Mind, Anxi- 
ety, continual Toſſings or Convulfions, he 
will die in the State of the Paroxyſm. 
When there are no ſuch Symptoms about 
the State, but the Declenſion of the Pa- 
roxyſm is attended with cold partial 
Sweats, about the Face and Neck only, 
and the Patient almoſt loſes his Senſes and 
the Motion of his Limbs, Death may be 

* expected 
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expected the very Hour we calculate the 
Declenfion of the next Paroxyſm (3). 


It cannot, however, be foreſeen on the 
firſt Days of the Diſorder, on what Day 
a Fever, which is not acute, will end ; 


yet we may be certain immediately at the 


Beginning, that the Diſtemper will run a 
conſiderable Length, when the Fever is 
not altogether acute, when it increaſeth 
ſlowly, when its Paroxyſms come not on 
every third Day, when the Patient is chil- 
ly either by Nature or with Age, and the 
Body is flabby and bloated, when the 
Weather has long been moiſt and cold, 
when the Diſeaſe continues quite crude, 


or is attended with bad Symptoms; for 
the more of theſe there happen together, 


the longer will the Diſtemper laſt, pro- 
vided the Patient has Strength to bear up 
under it. 

A Phyſician who is incapable of diſtin- 
guiſhing long Diſeaſes from ſhort ones, at 
the very Beginning, can by no means be 


qualified to preſcribe a proper Regimen for 
his Patients, at leaſt according to the Di- 


rections of EPPING, 


6) Galen. de Criſ. Lib. 3. 
CO M- 


Of Critical Evacuations, &c. C 9 


2 = - >> „ Ih © 4 " Som . ; 7 C 4 
[C.. D . 4 the n . 
1 512 Sd 2 r . 6 3 — * > , 
" 2 nc . - N * 1 FLE % — 8 os 2.2 5 


COMMENTARY IV. 


Of Critical Evacuations and Abſceſſes. 
CUTE Diſeaſes, when left to 


themſelves, ſcarce ever end well 
without ſome remarkable Evacuations, or 
large Sediment in kindly Urine, or ſome 
critical Abſceſs. Such 5 accord- 
ing to Hippocrates, are carried off on a 
critical Day, by a Flux of Blood, by a 
plentiful Sweat, by a large Diſcharge of 
good coloured Urine, with a kindly Sedi- 
ment, by looſe mucous and bilious Stools, 
which are ſometimes tinged with Boos 


alſo by Vomiting and proper Abſceſſes (4). 
But Inflammations of the Lungs and 


Pleura, are chiefly removed by a free Ex- 
pectoration of well concocted Matter; 
and when the ſame Diſorder hath ſeized 


the Fauces, or the Glands ſeated near the 


(4) Lib. de vier. rat. in morb. neut. 403. Coac, Prevag. 
140. 142, | 1 
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Ears, ſuch kind of Spitting is of the great- 
eſt Service (5). 
As to the particular Criſis which is a- 
bout to happen, this may generally be 
foretold from the Seaſon of the Vear, the 
- Epidemical Conſtitution, the Tempera- 


ment of the Patient, and the Kind of 
the Diſeaſe, but chiefly from the Efforts 


of Nature, and Tendency of the Hu- 
mours. In general the more acute Fevers 


are uſually terminated. by Evacuations, and 
the more laſting by Abſceſſes (6). 

Among the Seafons of the Year, the 
Spring and Summer incline moſt to an 
Hzmorrhage (7): Among the Conſtitu- 
tions of the Air, the dry and hot, eſpe- 
cially if preceded by Cold ; among the 
Ages, that which is between 18 and 35 
beſides, a compact Habit of Body, a 
fanguine Temperament, the moſt acute 
Fevers, and Diſeaſes which come to a 


Criſis, in the firſt Periods, are moſt ſubject 


to the ſame Evacuation ; eſpecially if the 
Pulſe is exceeding ſtrong, if the Heat, par- 


ticularly about the upper Parts is ſcorching, 


(5) Preenot. ©. 50. Coac. Preſag. 1 176, 151. 
) Galen Je Crit lib. 3. . 179: 176 


if 
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if the Urine, which appeared concocted, 
becomes ſuddenly fine, and if the Body 
is coſtive (8). Moreover we know the 
Humours to be tending towards the upper 
Parts, if there is a yiolent and continual 
Pain in the Head, or a Giddineſs, or Deaf- 
neſs, or a Noiſe in the Ears, if the Tem- 
poral Arteries throb violently, if the Parts 
about the Throat and Neck ſwell and 
look red, if the Face becomes bloated, 
if the Eyes are inflamed, or falſely per- 
ceive Sparks and Flaſhes of Light, if Tears 
fall involuntarily, if the Noſtrils itch, if 
the Præcordia are diſtended without Pain, 
or if a Difficulty of Breathing comes on 
| ſuddenly; when theſe Symptoms, or the 
greateſt Part of them appear, a bleeding 
at the Noſe will ſoon follow (9). But 
if there be Signs of an impending Hæ- 
morrhage, without the Marks of the 
Blood's tending towards the ſuperior Parts, 
and inſtead thereof an Heavineſs, Tenſion, 
Heat, Pain and Pulſation about the Loins, 


(8) Prznot. Coac. Praſfag. Epidem. Lib. 1, Seft. 2. Ga- 
len Lib. 3. de Crif. | 


(9) Prænot. Prædict. Lib. P. 79. 80. Epid. Lib. 1. 948. 
Coac. Præſag. 138. 143. 145. 151. &c. 
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the Blood will rather burſt out from the 
lower Parts, and there either from the 
Mouths of thoſe Veſſels about the Fun- 
dament which uſe to bleed, or in Wo- 
men by the ſame Way as their natural 
Diſcharges (1). But if the Blood, after 
it has made an Effort to paſs off through 
the lower Parts, ſhould again tend up- 
ward, and the Pain, and other Symp- 
toms, ſhould leave the Loins, and ſoon 
after attack the Head, it denotes a plenti- 
ful Hemorrhage at the Noſe (2). Lax 
Stools, and a moiſt Skin, generally follow 
a Flux of Blood (3). 
But Vomiting more frequently happens 
to Perſons of a middle Age, and of a bi- 
lious Conſtitution, at the End of a hot 
Summer, and the Beginning of Autumn, 
when the Fever both begins with ſhiver- 
ing and trembling, and has its Paroxyſms 
like a Tertian Ague. The Signs of the 
Stomach's being oppreſſed, and of the 
Vomiting's immediately coming on, are 


a ſharp Pain or Heavineſs of the Head, 


(.) Prædict. Lib. 1. 78. Coac. Præſ. 168. 
(2) Prædit. Lib. 1. 79. Coac. Præſ. 168. 
(3) Aph. 27. Sect. 4. | 
Uneaſineſs 
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Uneaſineſs about the Præcordia, Reſtleſf- 
neſs, Anxiety, Coldneſs of the Extteme- 
ties, a ſmall, hard, and unequal Pulſe, a 
gnawing at the Mouth of the Stomach, 
the Mouth's running with Water, a Nau- 
ſea and Trembling of the lower Lip (4). 
What is, diſcharged by, Vomiting, . ought 
to be neither too thick, nor in too great 
Quantity, and to. conſiſt of a n * ; 
ture of Bile. and Phlegm. N 

Sweats are to be expected ad; in | the 

Summer-time, eſpecially: when frequent 
Showers fall, as in Spring (5) ; where the 
Skin is of a lax Texture, where a Deliri- 
um happens at the coming on of the Pa- 
roxyſms, and the Feet grow very hot at 
their going off, and the Skin becomes 
moiſt ; But the moſt peculiar Sign of this 
Evacuation, is a full ſoft Pulſe, which 
riſes and falls like a Wave. Add to this, 
if the Patient grows coſtive a little before 
the Criſis, and has a Stoppage of Urine at 
the very Time of it, and the Paroxyſm 
begins with a ſort of a Shuddering, warm 


(4) Prænot. 41. Coac. p. 586. and Lib. E 
Galen de Criſ. Lib. * 55 * 


(5) Aph. 6. Sect. 3. 
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Sweats will generally flow plentifully over 
all the Body, within the Paroxyſm : And 
this is the beſt Sign of all (6). 

But we may expect a Diarrhea if the 
Conſtitution of the Year is moiſt, if it is 
in the Autumn, if the Epidemical Fever is 
apt to-paſs off by Stool, as it happened to 
Perſons of advanced Age, in the third 
Conſtitution of the firſt Book of Epide- 
micks; if in bilious Fevers there are fre- 
quent Urgings to vomit in the Beginning, 
but no Vomiting; if when the Criſis is 
known. to be at hand there appears no 
Sign of any other critical Evacuation, and 
che Urine is diſcharged but ſparingly. 

The Purging is preceded by a rumbling 
Noiſe in the Guts, a Swelling of the Bel- 
ly, Gripes and a Pain about the Loins (7). 
Such critical Stools are eſteemed beſt as are 
looſe, but not watery, and have ſomewhat 
the Appearance of purulent Matter well 
mixed with Excrement, and it is not a 
bad Symptom if there is a _ Matter of 
Blood with them. 

By theſe Evacuations, Fevers which are 
critically terminated within fourteen Days, 


(6) Galen Lib. 3. de Criſ. Hip. de Prænot. 
11 73. Sect. 4. Coac. — 138. 


by 


| 
| 
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by a ſudden Change, and with much Per- 
turbation, are principally carried off. But 
by Expectoration and Urine, Fevers are 
for the moſt Part gradually removed; 
ſuch of theſe laſt Diſcharges as from the 
Beginning grow daily more and more con- 
cocted, and become perfectly ſo on the 
Critical Days, will moſt ſafely put an End 
to the Diſorder (8). ” 

The forementioned Signs of a good Con- 
coction promiſe a perfect Criſis; ſo that if 
theſe have appeared, we have no Reaſon 
to be afraid how great ſoever the Pertur- 
bations are which attend the Paroxyſms 
on the Critical Day ; for the Diſcharge is 
at hand, and to be foreſeen by its proper 
Signs, which will intirely free the Patient 
from his Fever, if fo be that it is in a due 
Quantity; of a proper Quality, and adapt- 
ed to the carrying off the Diſeaſe, as a 


Hæmorrhage is in young People, and in 


violent Fevers, and as a Vomiting in bili- 
ous Fevers, &c. Moreover it is of great 
Conſequence that ſuch Evacuations ſhould 
come upon the Critical Days of the Pa- 


(8) Lib, de Criſ. 53. | 
| roxyſin, 
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_ roxyſm-; and at the Height we may be 
certain the Criſis is perfect, if the Patient 
reſts quietly the Night following, if his 
Heat is but little more than natural, if his 
Tongue is ſoft and moiſt, if his Thirſt is 
allayed, if his Appetite returns, and his 
Spirits are free: Laſtly, if his Pulſe and 
natural Diſcharges differ but little from 
what they were in Health. During the 
Time of a good Criſis, and after a perfect 
one, we ought to leave Nature to herſelf ; 
for in this Caſe ſhe will intirely free the 
Patient from his Diſorder, 

But if Nature, being too much irritat- 
Oo, endeavours to move and expel the 
morbid Matter before it is concocted, or 
at an improper Time, or through incon- 
venient Paſſages, or in too ſmall a Quan- 
tity, a perfect Criſis will ſeldom ſucceed; 
for either the Patient will not get rid of 
the Diſeaſe, or if he does, it will be only 
for a ſhort Time; for the morbid Matter 
remaining within, will occaſion its Re- 


turn (9). This ſort of Criſis is by far the 
moſt frequent, and we have almoſt as 


fg) Lib 2. Evid. Sect. 1. Aphor. 27. Sect. 2. Prænot. 
45. De Judio. 54. Galen Lib. de Criſ 4. 


many 
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many Inſtances of it in Hippocrates, as 
there are Hiſtories of Caſes in the firſt 
and third Books of Epidemicks; I ſhall 
however produce one, which is that of 
Anaxion (1). * This Auaxion was ſeized 
« with an acute Fever, attended with a 
c continual Pain in the right Side, a dry 
« Cough on the firſt Days, and tormented 
« with Thirſt and want of Sleep; his 
« Urine was of a good Colour, in a large 
« Quantity, but fine. On the fixth Day 
© he became delirious. Fomentations 
te were of no Service. The ſeventh was 
ea very troubleſome Day, for the Fever 
e increaſed, the Pain did not abate, his 
© Cough was vexatious, and his Breathing 
« difficult. On the eighth a Vein in the 
e Arm was opened, the Patient bled well, 
« and in a large Quantity.” This was 


the firſt Evacuation, made indeed by Art, 


but required by Nature, fince ſhe made 
no Attempt in the firſt Septenary towards 
removing the vehement Fever, or reliev- 
ing the Pain in the Side. Accordingly 
the Diſtemper was leflened by Bleeding. 
Thus the Hiſtory goes on. © The Pain 


(1) Zgrot. 8. Sect. 2. Lib. Enid. 3. 
| f cc was 
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<* was certainly eaſed, but the dry Cough 
*©:continued : On the eleventh the Fever 
* was milder, a little Sweat appeared a- 
ce bout the Head, the Cough ſhllremain- 
* ed, and the Diſeaſe began to be moiſt. 
On the ſeventeenth he began to ſpit up 


* a fmall Quantity of concacted Matter, 


* and was relieved.” This ſecond. Eva- 
cuation was very convenient : On the ele- 
venth Day he began to expectorate, from 
which Time to the ſeventeenth, the Mat- 
ter ſeems to have been gradually maturat- 
ing, and being then concocted, this Diſ- 
charge very likely relieved the Cough, the 
Difficulty of Breathing, and the remain- 
ing Pain. On the twentieth, Sweats 
coming on, he was free from the Fever.“ 
This is the third Evacuation mentioned, 
which came on upon a Critical Day, after 


the Concoction of the expectorated Mat- 


ter on the ſeventeenth, and in the Manner 
it ought. There is as yet no mention 
made of the Urine, except in the Begin- 
ning of the Hiſtory. If any Alteration 
had appeared in it, Hippocrates would 
certainly have told us; the Urine was 


therefore crude, and the expectorated 


Matter, 
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Matter, tho' kindly, yet was not dif- 
charged in a proper Quantity. After 
this laſt Criſis he was better, but very 
ce thirſty, and the Expectoration did not 
c go on as it ought. On the twenty: ſe- 
te venth the Fever returned, he coughed 
“ and diſcharged a gr eat deal of concocted 
« Matter, and his Urine dropt a large 
« white Sediment, he was free from 
« Thirſt, and breathed well.” Here then 
at length the Signs of perfect Concoction, 
both in the Urine and expectorated Mat- 
ter, appeared in the firſt Period of the 
ſecond Vicenary : But concocted Urine, 
and expectorated Matter, are likewiſe cri- 
tical Evacuations, and they put an End to 
this Patient's Thirſt and Difficulty of 
Breathing, of which, till then, there were 
ſome Remains. On the thirty-fourth 
e Day, falling into a univerſal Sweat, he 
% was freed from the Fever, and had a 

perfect Criſis.” . 

It might indeed have been eaſily foretold, 
that the Fever would not run beyond this 
ſecond Period of the ſecond Vicenary, 
when there appeared a perfect Concocti- 
on, both in the Urine and expectorated 

Matter, 
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Matter, the Septenary before. In this 
Patient Nature made all her Efforts on 
the Critical Days, and every Evacuation' 
took off ſomething from the Diſtemper ; 
ſo that the Diſeaſe was entirely - crippled 
dy them, before the Sweat on the thirty 
fourth Day totally deſtroyed it, It may 
therefore juſtly be ſaid, that the Diſeaſe 
was critically carried off by all theſe Eva- 
cuations ; and Hippocrates has pronoun- 
ced the fame Judgment on proper Evacu- 
ations thus ſucceeding one another, for in 
the third Conſtitution of the firſt Book 
of Epidemicks, he ſays, The Sick were 
chiefly ſaved by one of theſe four Cir- 
cumſtances, either by a plentiful bleeding 
at the Noſe, or by a large Diſcharge of 
Urine, with a copious laudable Sediment, 
or. by looſe bilious Stools happening ſea- 
ſonably, or by a Dyſentery. However, it 
was found by Experience, that many had 
their Fever carried off, not by -one of 
theſe Diſcharges fingly, but by all; theſe 
indeed feemed to be worſe, yet all to 
whom it happened did well. 
Since we are upon the Subject of Ex- 
cretions, it may not be improper to treat 
5 of 


Pam. 
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of thoſe which ſometimes come on of 
their own accord, at the very Beginning, 
or during the Increaſe of a Fever: Now 
whatſoever Evacuations happen at this 
Time, we may depend upon it, they will 
not entirely carry off the Fever. But 
ſome Symptoms frequently join them- 
ſelves to Fevers, which add Strength to 


the Fever, - torment the Patient, lengthen 


the Diſeaſe, and heighten the Danger; 
theſe however are not inſeparable from 
the Fever, tho' oftentimes occaſioned 
by it, ſince they are ſometimes mitigated, 
or removed by a convenient Evacuation 
coming on of its own accord, before the 


Fever is arrived at its Height. Thus vio- 


lent Pains in the Head, Giddineſs, burn- 
ing Heat, and ſuch like Symptoms, are 
frequently carried off by a plentiful bleed- 
ing at the Noſe in the Beginning of the 
Diſorder. 80 likewiſe Vomiting, by diſ- 
charging the corrupted Humours which 
lay in and about the Stomach, frequently 
removes a Nauſea, Gnawing at the 
Moutn of the Stomach, Oppreffion of 
the Breaſt, Anxiety, &c. This happened 
the ſecond Day to Nicodemus, the tenth 

Patient 
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Patient in the ſecond Section of the third 
Book of Epidemicks : But Lariſſa receiv- 
ed Benefit by looſe Stools on the third 
and following Days. Therefore the Rules 
laid down by Hippocrates concerning 
Sweats, may properly enough be adapted 
to other Evacuations, which are theſe : 
In acute Diſeaſes, thoſe Sweats are beſt 
which happen on Critical Days, and in- 
tirely carry off the' Fever ; but ſuch are 
good as exhale from the whole Surface of 
the Body, and make the Patient bear his 
Diſtemper more eaſily. So every other 
Evacuation is likewiſe good, if it be pro- 
per for the Diſeaſe, if it is in a ſufficient 
Quantity, and the Matter itſelf is kindly, 
and the Diſtemper is thereby leſſened. 
And this I believe is the Senſe of that A- 
phoriſm which ſays © In Looſeneſſes, and 
* Vomitings, and Evacuations of the 
« Veſſels, which happen ſpontaneauſly, 
ce jf thoſe Things are purged off which 
c ought to be purged, ſuch Diſcharges are 
“of Service, and eaſily born: But if not, 
S the contrary” (1). Therefore if the Pa- 


0 Aphor. 2. Sect. 1 


tient 
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tient bears acly Evacuation well, if he is 
relieved by it, and is not like to ſuffer 
from it in the Sequel, it is a Sign that ſuch 
Matter is diſcharged as ought to be diſ- 

charged. Here alſo we ought to have 4 
Regard to the Climate; the Seaſon. of the 
Year, the Age of the Patient, and if it 
be proper or not for the Diſeaſe; for we 
ought to put greater Confidence in thoſe 
Evacuations which relieve the Patient a- 
grecable to Reaſon, and l! in thoſe which 
do not. | 

All thoſe: Evacutions which are im- 
proper for the Patient or the Diſorder, 
and which do not at all alleviate the 
Symptoms, are to be reckoned among the 
Signs of a dangerous Diſtemper; if they 
add to them it is much: worſe, but worſt 
of all, and moſt fatal, when the Matter 
diſcharged is much vitiated, and eſpecially 
if it ſucceeds ſome "pernicious Symptoms 
about the State of the Diſorder. Such 
Kind of Evacuations proceed chiefly from 
a vety great Corruption of Humours, the 
Violence of the Fever, or total Relaxati- 
on of the Fibres: Sometimes theſe Diſ- 
charges are in too ſmall a Quantity to be 
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of any manner of Service, ſometimes in 
too large a one for the Strength of the 
Patient to ſuſtain, and [ſometimes their 
Matter is very bad; of this Claſs ate 
Drops of black Blood, partial cold Sweats, 
bilious, acrid, greeniſh, or black Stools, 


and Vomitings of the ſame Kind, ſuch as 


frequently appeared in the Peſtilential 


Conſtitution, and are often mentioned by 


Hippocrates to have O_o at N Criſis 
of fatal Fevers. 

But thoſe Fevers are wont to * criti- 
cally terminated by Abſceſſes, which in- 
creafe flowly, which run out to a conſi- 
derable Length, and are attended with 


good Symptoms: Where neither the U- 


rine is kindly, nor the Matter expeRtorated 
eaſily, nor Sweats appear opportunely, nor 

any Hemorthage, Stools ot - Vomiting 
come on critically. Theſe Abſceſſes, for 
the: moſt Part, happen in Fevers dur ing 
che Winter, at which Seaſon they are leſs 
liable to return back, and more generally 


ſeize ſuch as are under the Age of thirty 


five. Thoſe which break out upon the 


- ſuperior Parts appear ſooneſt, generally 


before the twentieth Day. In a Diſeaſe 


a. 


then 
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then die to an Abſceſs, if the Hy- 
pochondria are ſoft and free from Pain, 
and a Difficulty of breathing ruſhes on 
ſuddenly, and ſoon goes off again, and a 
Heavineſs and Pain of the Head, and 
Sleepineſs ſucceed, it is likely there will 
be an. Abſceſs near the Ears. But after 
the twentieth Day, if a great Heat is felt 
about the Præcordia, or if it moves down 
towards the Extremities, if a Heavineſs, 
Tenſion, Pain, or Inflammation ſeizeth 
either of the Joints, or any of the lower 
Parts, there will be the Seat of the Abſ- 
ceſs, . Where the Patient has had a Pain 
in any particular Part, before he was ſeized 
with the Feyer, the morbid Matter will 
generally form an Abſceſs upon that very 
Part; as it happened to thoſe in Perinthus, 


who were ill of Coughs and Quinſeys. 
Moreover if ſuch Patients as are recover- 


ing from a Fever, have fixed Pains about 
their Hands or Feet, it may be expected 
that an Abſceſs will be formed there (2). 

That Abſceſs is ſalutary which breaks 
out at a Diſtance from the more noble 


(2) Pramot. 43. 44. 46. Aph. 31. 32. 33. Sec. 4. 
fr. Præſag de humor. 49 * 
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Parts, or ſeizes a leſs uſeful Part of the 
Body, if it riſes quickly, if its Size is equal 
to that of the Diſtemper, and not too 
large for the Patient to bear; if when it 
comes out it removes the Diſeaſe, or at 
leaſt alleviates it; if it keeps its Station; 
when it is a pure Inflammation ; if it ſoon 
| ſuppurates, and contains laudable Matter 
when an Eryfipelas, if it does not fudden- 
ly go back; when fixed upon the Joints, 
and cauſing violent Pain; if it does not 
leave the Part before the morbid Matter 
1s perſpiret. 

Befides this, we ought to conſider the 
particular Conſent which has been obſerv- 
ed between ſome certain Parts of the Bo. ' 
dy; for the morbid Matter will more ea- 
fly form an Abſceſs upon the Parts of 

the fame Side than upon thoſe of the op- 
poſite. In a Difficulty of Breathing, Abſ- 

ceſſes about the Legs are moſt beneficial. 

Coughs are remarkably carried off by a 
ſwelling of the Teſticles. Piles much 
ſwollen and very painful, give Relief in a 
Phrenſy. In the very worſt Kind of 


Quinſeys, YT: any recover but thoſe 
e 
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who have a Redneſs thrown out upon 
their Breaſt or Neck. A bilious Diarr- 
' hea is ſtopt by the coming on of Deaf- 
neſs.  Comatous Symptoms, in ardent Fe- 
vers, are diſpelled by Tumours ariſing: 
near the Ears. A violent Oppreſſion at 
the Breaſt, with a ſudden Weakneſs of 
Body and Lowneſs of Spirits, ariſing from 
the Præcordia's being affected, but with- 
out Inflammation, are removed by the 
Eruption of Puſtules on the Skin, ſooner 
than by any other Kind of Abſceſs. 
But if Nature in vain: attempts to form 
an Abſceſs, or if when formed, it goes 
back again without Reaſon, and is not 
ſucceeded by a plentiſul Diſcharge of thick 
Urine, or by fome other convenient and 
conſiderable Evacuation, or by another 
Abſceſs, it is generally fatal; but it is 
reckoned beneficial if an Abſceſs riſing 
upon the lower Parts of the Body, carries 
off another that was forming about the 
Head, or near the ſuperior Parts. Abſ- 
| ceſſes have been found to be very happily 
diſperſed by a large Diſcharge of thick 
Urine dropping a copious Sediment, by an 
Hzm orrhage, by bilious purulent Stools, 

E 3 and 
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and a plentiful | kindly Expectoration. 
However bleeding at the Noſe is the beſt 
Cure of an Abſceſs in the Beginning, eſ- 
pecially if it accompanies an acute Fever, 
and is ſeated about the ſuperior Parts; 
_ thoſe about the Breaſt or Hands, whether 
inflamed or ſuppurated, are beſt carried 
off by Expectoration: All of them are 
removed by kindly Stools and Urine ; but 
it is ſafeſt (or thoſ to be carried off by U- 
rine, Which are not fituated about the 
Hypochondria or Belly (3). | 
Moreover cutaneous Eruptions are un- 
doubtedly to be claſſed with critical Abſ- 
ceeſſes. Thoſe ſmaller Swellings, faith 
Hippocrates, are good, which break out 
and form an Abfceſs on the Skin, ſuch as 
Boils containing an ichorous or purulent 
Humour, or Ulcerations, or any other 
Kind of cutaneous Puſtules, Deſquam- 
mations, or ſcaling and peeling of the 
Skin, white opake Eroptions, ſmall wa- 
tery Bladders, and fuch like, when they 
are thrown out ſuddenly, and almoſt at 


(8) Lib. de e 1. De Judicat. 55. Aphor. 74. 
Sect. 4. Lib. 1. Byid 956 Coac. 151. Lib. 1. 
Enid. Conſtit. 3. | 


len Lib. 3. de Criſ. 
5 once, 
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once, and not gradually and by Halves— 
and if their Bulk is ſufficient to receive 
the morbid Matter (4). Hippocrates has 
here omitted ſome Conditions of a good 
Abſcels, a Thing very uſual with him, 
for cutaneous Eruptions when critical, are 
bound by the ſame Laws as other Abſ- 
ceſſes of the ſame Denomination ; they 
ought therefore to come out ſeaſonably, 
which in one Conſtitution happens on the 
fourth Day, in another on the ſeventh, in 
another later, but generally on one of the 
Critical Days; but if they appear ſooner 
or later than is uſual. for the Nature of 
the Diſeaſe. and Epidemick Conſtitation, 
it is bad; and ſo it is likewiſe if they go 
back in leſs Time, than is uſual for that 
particular Sort of Eruptions. It is expe- 
dent that Puſtules ſhould be prominent; 
and Petechiæ florid. If the Eruptions 
coming out, mitigate the bad Symptoms, 
the morbid. Matter is thrown off from the 
inner Parts upon the outer; if they do 
no manner of Service, it is likely that the 
vitiated Humours abourd i in the internal 


(4) Lib. 2. Epidem 1o. eps 
E 1 Parts, 
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Parts, as well as the external; if they in- 
creaſe the fatal Symptoms, Nature is van- 
quiſhed by the Diſeaſe, Small black Spots 
denote a Gangrene of the Humours, a 
Diſorder hardly curable. The favourable 
Sort of Fevers are ſeldom or never attend- 
ed with Spots. But Spots, or Petechiz 
alone, are ſeldom ſufficient for carrying 
off any great Piſtempers; tho this is a 
Thing which has ſometimes happened. 
Such as eſcaped from the Petechial Fever 
which was epidemical at Modena from the 


Year 1693 to 1696, recovered by means 


of Petechiz appearing about the ſeventh 
Day, ſpreading over all the Body, even 
to the Extremities of the Limbs, and diſ- 
appearing ſlowly, and this too without 
any ſenſible Evacuation (5): But gene- 
rally ſame other Aſſiſtance is wanted, 
In a certain Conſtitution, Hippocrates ob- 


ſerved, that Puſtules breaking out over 


the whole Body, was a mortal Symptom, 
if not attended with ſome purulent Abſ- 
ceſs; and that was generally ſeated near 


the Ears (6). And Galen tells us, that 


(s) Ramazini Conſlit. 1 Annor. 1693, &e. 
{ - Coac, Præſag. 133. 
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thoſe who recovered from the peſtilential 
Diſorder which raged in his Time, had a 
Diarrhæa, and ſometimes a Vomiting with 
it, before the Eruptions appeared (7) 
But, according to Hoffman, a Diarrhæa 
coming ſeaſonably after the Petechiæ, car- 
ries off the Fever (8), However, the moſt - 
ſecure Crifis is, when the Patient, upon a 
Critical Day, after a kindly Eruption 'of 
Puſtules, falls into an univerſal Sweat, 
and makes Water that is well concocted. 
This Donckers experienced in the Petechial 
Conſtitution which hyp once and a- 
gain at Cologne. 

Bile, likewiſe, thrown out on the Skin, 
and occaſioning a Jaundice, on the ſe- 
venth, or any ather Critical Day after that, 
provided the right Hypochondrium is not 
hard, ſucceſsfully, and ſometimes with- 
out any other Abſceſs e takes 
away the Fever (9). 

But when any Matter, which is criti- 
cally forming an Abſceſs, goes back unſea- 
baby, it ey ſcizes then more noble 


(7) Lib. 5. Method. cs 

($) Med. rat. Syſt. Tom. * Seck. 1. Cap. 10 & 11. 
Ballon. Conſil. med. Lib. 2. Comm. ad Hiſtor. 5. 

0 Aphor. 62. Sect. 4. De Judicat. 53, 
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Parts; if the Head, it preſently. produces a 
 Phrenſy, Coma, or [ſome other Diſorder 
of the Brain; if the Lungs, a Difficulty 
of Breathing ; ; if the Præcordia, a Pain, 
Diſtention, burning Heat, or an Oppreſſi- 
on in theſe Parts, Straitneſs at the Pit of 
the Stomach, Hiccup, Vomiting, Low- 
neſs of Spirits, Anxiety, a ſmall frequent 
Pulſe, or other the like Symptoms: All 
which, when they proceed from the go- 
ing back of an Abſceſs, are generally 
fatal. 
- Thoſe who are more than thirty 515 
old, are ſeldom critically freed by puru- 
lent Abſceſſes: But where ſuch have Fe- 
vers of a long Continuance, they frequent- 
ly run into Intermittents; and this we 
may expect, if the Fever remits and re- 
turns at uncertain Hours; if it is in the 
Winter Seaſon, and the Patient's Conſti- 
tution is cold by reaſon of Age, the In- 
termittent will moſt likely be a Quar- 
tan (1). 

Hitherto I have endeavoured to explain 
whence acute Diſeaſes have obtained ſo 


| (i) Lib. de Træ not. 45. 


great 
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great a Variety of Names; what are the 
Signs of Crudity and Concoction; "what 
the Tokens of Recovery, Danger, of 
Death; what the Preſages of a Criſis; 
what Helps Nature herſelf makes" uſe 
of for expelling a Fever ; what Diſorders 
each Evacuation is moſt ſuited to remove ; 
and laſtly, among thoſe Evacuations and 
Abſceſſes, which are not critical, what 
are ſerviceable, what dangerous, and what 
fatal. I ſhall next proceed to the Method 
of curing. acute Diſeaſes: . And here no 
one will deny, but Art muſt be directed 
ſo as to imitate Nature, The Artiſt there- 
fore ought- to know when the Matter is 
turgid, or ready prepared ſor Expulſion ; 
which Way it is moſt inclinable to paſs, 
and through what Paſſages it may moſt 
commodiouſly be carried off; otherwiſe 
in adminiſtring Evacuations, Art will very 
badly imitate Nature. 


But before I treat of artificial Evacua- 
tions in particular, it may not be amiſs to 
ſhew in what Manner Perſons in Fevers 
ought to be managed with regard to Diet ; 
for this is a Thing highly neceſſary to be 
| known, 
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known. - Hippocrates inſiſts much on this 
Part of the Cure; of which he was, as 
to the greateſt Part, the Inventor: And 
in Ceſſus's Judgment, Food ſeaſonably 
given, is the beſt Medicine in a Fever. 
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E, the Method of Dis i in acute Diſs 


HE Diet ned be 
neither too ſparing or thin, nor 
on the other hand, top plentiful or ſub- 
ſtantial; for the Patients ſink under the 
former, and are overcharged by the latter. 
We ought therefore to conſult the Strength 
and — — of the Diſeaſe, and Conſti- 
tution and Way of living of the Patient, 
not only with regard to cating, buy like- 
wiſe drinking (1). 

A moiſt and thin Diet i is proper. for all 
Perſons in Fevers (2), but of this there 
are three Degrees, ws. thin, exactly 
thin, and extremely thin. Ptiſan, or 
Barley Gruel is the thin; the Cream of 


(1) Hip. de rat. vict. in morb. acut. 390. 
(2) Aphor. 16, SeR. 1. 
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Ptiſan, or Barley Gruel ſtrained, the ex- 
actly thin; ; and Water ſweetened with 
| Honey, or any other medicated Potion, 
containing no more Nonriſhment, is the 
extremely thin Diet: So that here are ſo 
many. Sorts of .moiſt and thin Diet, as | 
there are different Degrees in the Acute- 
neſs of Fevers; and, in general, one is N 
accommodated to che other. Concerning [ 
the Virtues of Ptiſan, hear Hippocrates. 
FPtiſan ſeems juſtly to be preferred be- 
ec fore all other Seed Diet, at leaſt in acute 
* Diſeaſes; and 1 commend thoſe who 
have preferred it; for it has a Viſcidity 
©: which is mild pleaſant, lubticating, 
and moderately dijuting ; and beſides 
"this, is a good Detergent ; it nei her | 
* aſtringes, nor creates Diſturbance, nor a 
ce does it ſwell in the Stomach}; it is alſo a 
* light Food, and eaſily digeſted” (3). 
Ptiſan was. prepared in the following 
Manner: ” They took the beſt Barley 
cleared from the Huſk, and boiled it 
flowly, but a pretty while, in the ſoſteſt 
Water. The Barley, * was ad- 


(3) De rat. vict. 385. 
ded 
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ded: in ſuch a Quantity, as to make the 
Water, after ſufficient boiling, of the 
Conſiſtence of Cream; whence the ſtrain- 
ed Liquor had the Name of Cream of 
Prin ; but when it was not ſtrained, they 
called it Ptiſan, and ſometimes Entire Pti- 
ſan. Beſides, it is not ſufficient to know 
what Sort of Food is proper for the Diſ- 
temper in general, and to adminiſter that 
throughout its whole Courſe; for Fevers 
ſeldom continue at the ſame Height from 
the Beginning. to the End ; but when 
they are molt violent, then the thinneſt 
Diet muſt be made uſe of (4). There - 
fore when the Fever is moſt violent about 
the State, the Diet ſhould be moſt thin 
and ſparing ; and the farther it is from 
the State, the more plentiful. « If ſuch 
4a Fever is very acute, it will preſently 
e be at its State; we maſt therefore im- 

** mediately order the thineſt Diet: But 
*« when it is ſometime, before the. Fever 
will arrive at its State, we muſt lower 
c the Diet at the Time of the State, and 
« a little before: In the Beginning the 


(4) Aphor, 8. Sect. i. ] 
Patieas 
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«Patient is to be nouriſhed more plenti- 
fully, leſt his Strength ſhould fail” (5). 
In Fevers which are continually increaſing 
till the Criſis, after the Manner of thoſe 
which are exquiſitely ardent; theſe Rules 
are to be obſerved; in others not: For it 
is a Rule without Exception, the ſtronger 
the Fever, the thinner the Food. But 
in ſome Patients the Fever is moſt vio- 
ent, and in ts utmoſt Strength, at the 
« very Beginning; and more remiſs near 
te the Time of, or at the very Criſis : In 
_ © others it is very gentle, and hardly per- 
ce ceivable at the Beginning, but daily in- 
« creaſes and gets Strength; and a little 
te before, and at the Criſis, runs very high. 
In others, again, it begins moderately, 
* jncreaſeth and becomes violent, and be- 
ing got to the Height, goes back a- 
< gain before the Criſis, and even at the 
e very Time of the Criſis. Theſe Things 
M happen in all Sorts of Fevers, of which 
ee we ought to make a right Calculation, 
« and regulate the Diet accordingly” (6). 


8; Aphor. 7. Ibid. 
Lib. 1. Epid. SeQ. 3. 9653. 


More- 
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Moreover, nothing ought to be given to, 
or forced upon, ſuch as have their Fevers 
augmented periodically, during the Pa- 
roxyſm; but their Allowance is to be leſ- 
ſened juſt before its coming on: This, 
therefore, is to be obſerved from the Be- 
ginning, and through the whole Courſe 
of tne Diſeaſe, That if at any Time the 
Feet grow cold, which uſually is a Sign 
of an approaching Paroxyſm, the Patient 
ſhould abſtain from Food; but when, af- 
terwards, his Feet grow hot, he may take 
in Nouriſhment, for then the Paroxyſm 
is in its Declenſion. In continual Fevers, 
if there are any Intervals in which the 
Patient is eaſier, that is the Time for him 
to eat (7). ö 

Beſides theſe Things, we ought to have 
a Regard to the Patient's Age, Conſtitu- 
tion, Climate, and Cuſtom, and likewiſe 
to the Seaſon of the Year, and Symptoms 
of the Fever. With reſpe& to Age, 
old Men; with reſpect to Conſtitution, 
e thoſe who are cold and phlegmatick, 


(7) Aphor. 11, Sect. 1. de rat. vict. acut, morb. 386. 
398. 4. | 


F | © moſt 
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te moſt eaſily bear Abſtinence ; but Chil- 
«dren, eſpecially the moſt lively, with 
<< the greateſt Difficulty : In the middle 
Age the Ilg (that is, ſuch whoſe 
c Stomachs overflow with a deal of bitter 
ee acrid Bile); and thoſe of a hot Conſti- 

| e tution and lean Make (8). In Spring 

F | t and Winter, the inner Parts are natu- . 


*rally hotteſt, and the Sleep longeſt, 
t therefore at that Time Meat is ſooneſt 

e digeſted (9). In Summer and Autumn 
c People can leaſt bear with Meat, and 
&« badly digeſt it” (1). This indeed is 
true, if the Meat is ſtrong and ſubſtantial ; 
but at this Time the Bile is ſecreted in the 
greateſt Quantity, and is moſt acrid, and 
Perſons are hotteſt, Now thoſe who are 
bilious and hot, bear Abſtinence moſt dif- 
ficultly ; therefore in the Summer it is ne- 
ceſſary to eat often, but then it ſhould be 

a a light eaſy Food. From hence it clearly 
appears what Sort of Food is proper for 
every Climate. Moreover, theſe Circum 


(8) Aphor. 13. Set. 1. de rat. vict. in morb. acut. 


1 Aphor. 15. Set. 1, 
I.) Ibid. 18. 


ſtances 
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ſtances in Fevers, deſerve particular Ob- 
ſer vation. Where the Belly has been 
s recently ſtuffed, if a Meſs. of Gruel is 

te given before the Patient has a Stool, it 
te will increaſe the Pain about the Præcor- 
« dia or Side, if there is any; and if 
ce there is none, it will contribute to the 
« bringing it on preſently, and render the 
<« Breathing quicker ; which is a bad 
“Thing, for it drieth the Lungs, fatigues 
« the Diaphragm, Præcordia, and Abdo- 
© men(2). Again, if more of the Food 
e remains: within than there ought, after 
it has been digeſted, and this is not 
© brought off before ſomè other is thrown 
in upon it, the Body being filled up 
te with both, is heated, and the Man 

« grows feveriſh on this Aecount; for 
* when the Body is filled up, and the 
« Veſſels oppreſſed by this Fulneſs, both 
« Feat: and Pain are brought on, ſooner 
« indeed in Summer, and later in Wins 
“ger (3). Beſides, when there is a con- 
te tinual Pain of the Side, and no Expec- 


(2) De rat. vict. in morb. acut. 385 398. 
(3) Lib. 4. de morb. 504. 


F. 2 e toration, 
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© toration, whoever ſets about nouriſhing 


his Patients, without firſt leflening the 


** Diſtemper, either by bleeding or purg- 
* ing, will ſoon put an End to their 
Lives (g). For in inflammatory Diſ- 
s eaſes of the Lungs, the freer the breath- 
e ing is, and the eaſier the ExpeRoration, 
* the more plentiful the Diet ſhould be; 
* and by how much the drier the Diſtem- 
<« per is, and more violent the Suffocation, 
« by fo much the thinner and more ſpar- 
“ ing (5). A great Want of Sleep, like- 
_ © wiſe,” requires lighter Food; for this 
« Symptom prevents Digeſtion, both of 
% Meat and Drink, and occafions their 
* remaining crude (6). Laſtly, if the 
ce Fever is accompanied with Anxiety, 
e and the Præcordia are diſtended, and 
«the Patient can't lie long in any one 
e Poſture, he ſhould have nothing given 
* him but Water with Oxymel, and by 
« no means Gruel, till the Urine is con- 
« coed, or the Fever is in its Declan 
(4) De rat. vid. &c. 386. 

(5) Ibid. 


(6) De rat. vict. &c. 392. 
| de ſion. 
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« fion (7). Where the Belly is looſe, a 
e thicker and more plentiful Diet is con- 
« venient“ (8). | 

As to the Time which is moſt conveni- 
ent for taking of Food, Phyſicians have 
very much diſagreed ; for ſome, before 
| Hippocrates, preſcribed Abſtinence to 
their Patients in the Beginning of Fevers ; 
others kept their Patients from Food till 
the ſeventh Day, and others til after the 
Criſis. After Hippocrates, Eraſiſtratus, 
and his whole School, from tlie Authority 
of their Maſter Chry/ppus, ſubſtituted 
Faſting in the Room of Bleeding and 
Purging. After that again, about the 
Middle of the 39th Century, Aſclepiades 
(that celebrated Phyſician, who altered 
the ancient Methods of Cure, for the 
greateſt Part, and brought the Art of 
Phyſick into high Eſteem and Reputation 
at Rome, where it was formerly ſo much 
deſpiſed) allowed his Patients no Food till 
the fourth Day. Herein he was followed 
by the whole Set of Methodiſts, who 


(7) De rat. viſt. &c. 392. 
(8) Ibid, 


3 firſt 
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firſt fed their Patients on the fourth Day, 
and after that, on every other Day only, 


and that on the equal Days *. But the | 
very learned Author of the Hiſtory of 

ancient Phyſick D. ie Cerec, and the Com- | 

mentator on Cælius Aurelianus, call Galen 


in Queſtion; for ſaying, that the fourth Day, | 
and all the equal Days afterwards, were | 
the Days appointed by the Methodiſts for | 
giving their Patients food (9): For Cælius 
every where enjoins Food to be given, on 
what the Sect calls Diatriton, that is, the 
third Day. There is ſtrong Authority on 
both Sides; fur Galen was converſant with 
the Methodiſts, and Cælius was one of 
them. He likewiſe profeſſes to interpret 
Soranus, the Prince of his own Sect; nor 
can any Doubt be made about their Words, 
But if Food be given on the third Day of 
the Diſeaſe, and afterwards every other 
Day, that is, on the uncqual Days, they 
muſt needs intend to nouriſh their Patients, 
and to adminiſter their grand Remedies in 
the Paroxyſms of the Fever, or at leaſt at 
the Time they are expected, which is a 


* Celſus de Med. Lib 2. C. 4. ES” a 
00 Method, Med. Lib. z0. C. 6. SY 
N Thing 
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Thing they order moſt religiouſly to be 
avoided. This Reaſon; therefore, is ſuf- 
ficient to overturn the Opinion of theſe 
learned Men, tho' not ſufficient to recon- 
cile the Methodiſts with themſelves. - But 
ſuppoſing they began their Dzatriton from 
the ſecond Day of the Diſeaſe, the whole 
Difficulty will be ſolved ; and this they 
did, if we may credit Celſus. But of 
late (ſays he) Themzſon regarded not when 
the Fever began, but when it ended, or 
plainly abated ; (that is, as ſoon as the firſt 
Paroxyſm was over) and from that Time, 
waiting for the third Day, when, if the 
Fever did not come on, he immediately 
gave Food ; if it did come on, he waited 
till the Fit was over; or, where the Fe- 
ver was continual, till it was abated. 
(This Themiſon, it is well known, found- 
ed the Sect of Methodiſts in his old Age). 
Celſus alſo agrees with Aſclepiades in, this 
Affair, as alſo in many other Things 
which relate to the Method of Cure; for 
he would have the Veſſels emptied, and 
the redundant Matter leſſened by Abſti- 
nence on the firſt Days; and when no 
Neceſſity hindered, he thought the fourth 
| FL Day 
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Day the fitteſt for the Patient to begin to 
eat; he likewiſe ordered the Diſeaſe to be 
combated by Abſtinence every other Day 
afterwards, and the Patient's Strength to 
be - recruited by Food the intermediate 


Days (1). 


Againſt the Authority of all theſe, the 


great Hippocrates urges very weighty Rea- 


ſons (2), namely, © That every ſudden 
* extraordinary Change whatſoever, is 
ce prejudicial to a Man that is healthy and 


* ſtrong, much more to one who is ſick- 
ee ly and weak; ſo that a faulty Way of 


“living, as to eating or drinking, which 
« jg uniform and conſiſtent, is ſafer with 
de regard to Health, than if the Perſon 
te was to make a ſudden Change to ano- 
e ther which is better. Nay, any great 


Changes in taking one's uſual Meals, oc- 


&< cafion Uneaſineſs ; ſo that if thoſe who 
« are accuſtomed to eat 'Suppers only, 
* ſhould feed heartily for Dinner, they 
e would preſently find themſelves out of 
** Order, and become ſluggiſh, heavy, and 
« dull; if, beſides this, they ſhould eat 


(1) De 8 Lib. 2. Cap. 4. 
(2) In Lib. de rat. vict. in morb. acut. 388. 


« Suppers, 
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« Suppers, they will, perhaps, have acrid 
« Eructations, and ſome will fall into a 
« Dijarrhzaz and if they ſhould make 
te three Meals a Day, the Symptoms will 
ce be ſtil] more violent: But there are ma- 
* ny who eaſily bear three plentiful Meals 
&* a Day, becauſe they are uſed to it. On the 
© other hand, thoſe who are accuſtomed 
« to eat twice a Day, are weak and feeble 
cc without their Dinner, and have no In- 
« clination to engage in Buſineſs, and are 
“ troubled with a Pain at the Mouth of 
« the Stomach ; their Guts ſeem like- 
te wiſe to be drawn up, their Urine is hot 
« and high coloured, and their Excre- 
e ment is baked : Some alſo have a Bit- 
* terneſs in their Mouth, their Eyes are 
te heavy, their Head aches, and their Ex- 
« tremeties are cold (theſe are Signs of 
* the Stomach's being diſordered with 
<< Bile, or ſome other vitiated' Humour): 
« And there are many, who, when they 
have gone without their Dinner, have 
e ſcarce any Inclination for Supper; and if 
<* they ſhould ſup, have a Load at their 
** Stomach, and paſs the Night more reſt- 
«* leſs than if they had dined. Now, if 
dn”. © (ſuch 
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5 ſuch great Uneaſineſs ariſeth from the 
* Change of half a Day's Diet only, from 
&* common Cuſtom, what would be the 
“ Conſequence for a Perſon to be kept 
* whole Days from Food, and more eſpe- 
& cially if, after he has been ſo treated, 
* he be ſuddenly filled with it? And if 
* this 1s the Caſe with healthy Perſons, 
* how much more will thoſe ſuffer by it, 
© who are in a ſtrong. Fever, and very 
© much weakened ? For Inſtance, if any 
* ſuch ſhould empty their Veſſels by Ab- 
e ſtinence on the firſt Days, and after- 
e wards on the fourth or fifth ſuddenly fill 
te them up again by taking in Food, eſpe- 
* cially of a ſtronger Nature? For be- 
te ſides their being, by this Management, 
« guilty of a double Fault, in making 
e great and ſudden Changes, they go 
e from emptying the Veſſels, to taking in 
ce of Nouriſhment, at a Time when they 
© ought, for the moſt Part, to proceed 
« gradually from nouriſhing ta emptying 
« the Veſſels ; for as it hath been ſaid be- 
« fore, when the Fever is moſt violent, 
* the Diet ſhould be moſt _ ſparing and 
* thin, On account of this bad Manage- 
<< ment 
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« ment of Diet, if the Fever is not a 
ce ſlight one, crude Humours are ſome- 
« times attracted by the Head, and bilious 
« Humours by the Thorax; and in con- 
« ſequence of this, Watchings come on, 
* which hinder the Concoction of the 
© morbid Matter, the Patients are very 
a penſive and fretful, and go out of their 
te Senſes, their Eyes ſparkle, and they 
* have a Noiſe in their Ears, their Extre- 
ce mities grow cold, their Urine is crude, 
te their Spitting thin, ſalt, and in ſmall. 
Quantity; they ſweat about the Neck! 
e they are oppreſſed with Anxiety; they 
ce breathe ſhort and hard, and catch in 
e their Breath; their Eye-brows ſeem 
« drawn out: Moreover, they become 
cc faint, and throw oft the Cioaths from 
e their Breaſt; they have a twitching in 
« their Hands, and ſometimes a trembling 
ce of the lower Lip. When ſuch Symp- 
ce toms follow a good Concoction, they 
« betoken an immediate Criſis ; but at the 
« Beginning of a Fever, a_violent Deliri- 
um. Few indeed of theſe eſcape ; and 
te they that recover, are ſaved either by 
* means of an Abſceſs, or bleeding at the 
'2 Not, 
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« Noſe, or Expectoration of good thick 
« Matter, and no other Way. When- 
© ever, therefore, a Phyſician is called to 
ce thoſe who are weakened by Abſlinence, 
she ought to preſcribe them at firſt an 
« exceeding thin Diet, in a moderate 
© Quantity, and to keep them quiet; and 
<« then to aſcend gradually to that Diet 
ce which the Diſtemper requires.” 
Accordingly, after it has been determin- 
ed, on a due Confideration of all Cir- 
cumſtances, what Sort of Food is moſt 
proper, whether Barley Gruel, with the 
Barley in it, or Barley Gruel ſtrain'd off, or 
any convenient Drink; it ſhould be given 
according as the Pati:nt has been accuſ- 
tomed to eat, either once, twice, or oft- 
ner, in the firſt Day of the Diſeaſe, if 
nothing particular forbids it; and that 
Time is the moſt proper for it, at which 
the Patient uſed to eat, provided the Fe- 
ver is not then higher: But when the Fe- 
ver comes on by Fits, the beſt Time for 
eating is at the Declenſion of the Fit; and 
if the Patient ſhould want Nouriſhment 
in the Fit, we muſt ſupport him with 
the thinneſt Spoon-meat or Gruel, when 
Drinks 
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Drinks are not ſufficient. Beſides, in the 
firſt Day of the Diſtemper, Gruel ought 
not to be given in a large Quantity, nor 
made very thick, but that for the Sake of 
Cuſtom ſomething may be taken in, and 
that the Veſſels may be not too much 
emptied. Thoſe who have been accuſ- 
tomed to eat once a Day, (if any Additi- 
on ſeems neceſſary to be made) ſhould 
have Food given them twice a Day; at 
the ſecond Meal little ſhould be given at 
firſt, but it may be 8 n. 
ed (3). 

Before I diſmiſs this Subject, it may be 
proper to take Notice of a Queſtion which 
Lommius hath propoſed, viz. Whether 
or no Barley Gruels, which were proper 
for the Greeks in Fevers, are ſufficient 
for thoſe of our Climate ? He denies it; 
but Sydenham found by Experience, that 
our Countrymen could be very well ſup- 
ported under Fevers ſimply acute, with 


our common Water Gruel and Barley 
Water; which is not more nouriſhing 


than the Cream of Ptiſan, recommended 


(3) De rat. vict. &c, 385. oa 
by 
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by the Antients: For tho' our Climate 
may require a fuller Diet on account of 
its Coldneſs, yet the Eugliſb, on account 
of a more phlegmatick Conſtitution than 
the Greeks, bear Abſtinence eafier. But, 
in general, a Diet which is a little too 
plentiful, is much ſafer than that which 
is too thin and ſparing (4). 
Drinks in common Uſe, being a Part 
of Diet, it will be neceſſary therefore, to 
enquire into their ſeveral Qualities. Hip- 
pocr ates allowed his Patients divers Kinds 
of Wines, but, without doubt, diluted 
with Water, according as the Antients 
commonly drank them. In his Book of 
Regimen in acute Diſeaſes, he treats of 
one Sort of Wine which is ſweet, of an- 
other which is ſtrong, of another white, 
and another black (5). © Aniongſt theſe, 
e the Sweet is the greateſt Promoter of 
« Expectoration, and moſt eaſily paſſes off 
e by Stool, but it is not ſo good to allay 
«© Thirſt ; it likewiſe cauſes Flatulencies in 
* the Stomach, and upper Inteſtines ; 
ic and if there is abundance of Bile, it 


(4) Aph. 5. SeR. 1. 


(5) 392. p 
« occaſions 
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© occaſions a Diſtenſion of the Præcordia; 
e but the ſtronger white Wine, makes 
ce chiefly to the Bladder, and promotes 
© Urine : This Sort of Wine is therefore 
t moſt ſerviceable, when that Diſcharge 
« is to be encouraged : (Rheniſh and Mo- 
* ſelle Wines have certainly theſe Quali- 
ee ties:) The ſmall white Wine allays 
« Thirſt, affets the Head the leaſt of 
2 any, eſpecially if it is inodorous, light, 
ce and very thin. Laſtly, the rough 
ce black Wine, not much diluted, is beſt ' 
** when the Inteſtines want to be ſtrength- 
« ened, and the Stools checked; there- 
« fore in a Looſeneſs and: Dyſentery it is 
e preferable to the other. But when the 
« Head is loaded, or Mind diſturbed, or 
* Expectoration difficult, or the Urine in 
« ſmall Quantity, this Sort of Wine is 
entirely to be avoided; and indeed all 
« Sorts of Wine are prejudicial to the 
« Head; when affected with Pain, Hea- 
* vineſs, or any other Diſorder.” Yet if, 
at ſuch a Time, any Symptom ſhould re- 
quire the Uſe of Wine, we ſhould give 
that which: is white and inodorous, and 
order Water to be drank after it ; for by 

| | this 
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this Method the Strength of the Wine 
will leaſt affe& the Head and Senſes. In 
very ſtrong Fevers, likewiſe, Wine ſeems 
improper. From what has been ſaid, a- 
ny | Perſon of Judgment may perceive 
What Sort of our Wines will be the moſt 
proper for his Patients, when the Weak- 
neſs of their Body, or Lowneſs of their 
Spirits require it. 
But of the common Sorts of Drinks, 
Hydromel, or Water and Honey, ſeems. 
to be moſt uſed by the Antients: This 
was prepared either by mixing Water and 
Honey together, or boiling the Mixture, 
and taking off the Scum. © Boiled Hy- 
« dromel is more pleaſing to the Eye, is 
« weaker and leſs purgative : Water and 
“ Honey is very uſeful in Fevers which 
* will not admit of Spoon-meats, and pre- 
4 ferable to other Drinks: It is more nou- 
e riſhing than white Wine, if it does not 
«« purge, and a greater Allayer of Thirſt. 
% Hydromel conſiſting of a good deal of 
« Water and little Honey, mollifies the 
« Lungs, promotes Expectoration, and 
te the Diſcharge of Urine, But when it 
10 tis more Honey, it will purge and 
« ſcour 
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ee ſcour the Inteſtines: When it cauſes 
< very frothy, bilious, and acrid Stools, it 
< is prejudicial ; for ſuch Stools do not in 
ee the leaſt abate Heat and Tenſion about 
ce the Pracordia, but in reality increaſe 
te them, and bring on Anxiety and Reſtleſ- 
« neſs, Beſides, Hydromel is alſo impro- 
* per when the Stomach is troubled with 
« Bile; for in ſuch a Caſe it diſtends the 
* Præcbrdia with Flatulencies (C).“ 

By mixing Vinegar with Water and 
Honey, is made the Drink called Oxymel. 
Of this there were three Sorts, viz. ex- 
ceeding ſour, moderately ſour, and what 
had only the Taſte of Vinegar. © That 
« Sort which is very ſour, given to a Pati- 
<* ent who is not able to expectorate, is no 
te trifling Medicine; for if it can diſcharge 
ce that Matter which cauſes a hoarſe Rat- 
« tling in the Throat, and lubricate, and, 
« as it were, dilate and free the Wind- 
« pipe, it alſo will caſe the Lungs, as 
e ſoon. as their Drineſs is gone: When 
<« theſe Effects follow, it doth great Ser- 
vice; but, ſometimes, in this Caſe, it 


(6) De vi. Rat. &c. 393. 
| G 0 
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« doth not in the leaſt promote Expecto- 


te ration, but renders the Matter more 
cc pe, and is hurtful. Thus it hap- 


* pens to thoſe chiefly, who, beſides be- 
te ing otherwiſe dangerouſly ill, are neither 
cc able to cough, nor expectotate the Mat- 
© ter which clogs their Lungs. In regard, 
te therefore, to the giving this Kind of 
«© Oxymel, we ought to conſult the Pati- 
re ent's Strength and Circumſtances; and 
if there is any Room for Hope, to give 
te jt him, In this Caſe, it muſt be taken 
very warm, and not much at a Time, 
e but by little and little. Oxymel that is 
er a little ſour, moiſtens the Mouth and 
« Throat, promotes Expectoration, allays 
« Thirſt, and agrees with the Præcordia, 
. and the neighbouring Viſcera. For Vi- 
re negar corrects the noxious Quality of 
* the Honey, by taking off what is bilious 
« init; it alſo makes the Wind break off 
* upwards, and promotes Urine ; howe- 


& ver, it is apt to bring on a Purging, and 
TY Dyſentery. Sometimes alſo, in acute 


« Diſeaſes, it is hurtful, for it hinders the | 
“Wind from breaking off downwards, 
ce and brings it upwards: Beſides this, it 


© ſome- 


% 
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« ſometimes. weakens the Patient, and 
% makes him cold in his extreme Parts. 
e But a ſmall Quantity of ſuch Sort of 
« Drink. may be conveniently taken at 
« Night, and in the Morning, upon an 
* empty Stomach, juſt before the Barley 
% Gruel; tho' nothing forbids the drink- 
« ing it at any other Time, if it be at 
« ſome Diſtance from the taking the Gru- 
el. But when the Patient is kept only 
eon Drinks, and allowed no Gruel, Oxy- 
« mel is not proper to be drank. for a 
<« Conſtancy, and that chiefly for fear of 
< irritating and abrading the Inteſtines; 
* for this will ſooner happen when the 
<« Inteſtines are without Fæces, and the 
« Patients Veſſels have been emptied. 
« After all, Hydromel is leſs nouriſhing 


% 1 having Vinegar mixed with it: 
owever, if you judge the frequent 


« Uſe of this Drink will be of Service 
« throughout the whole Diſeaſe, add a lit- 
< tle Vinegar to the Hydromel, but in ſo 
« ſmall a Quantity a4 as jult to be diſ- 
« tinguiſhed: By this Means the Hurt 
e uſually done by Oxymel will be avoided, 
"0 n the Good expected from it be ob- 
G 2 « tained, 
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«tained. But in general, the Sourneſs of 
<«*Vinegar is more proper for bilious Con- 
ce ſtitutions than for melancholick, for in 
« theſe the Humours about the Præcordia 
« are acid and fretting ; the bitter bilious 
« Humours lofe their Nature, and are 
er converted into Pituita, when worked up 
«with it; but the black bilious Humours 
e are fermented, worked, and augment- 
*ed: For Vinegar exalts melancholick 
„Humours. Vinegar is far more prejudi- 
<« cial to Women than Men, and for this 
«Reaſon, becauſe it occaſions Pains of 
«the Womb; and this happens when it 
brings a Dyſentery vpon Women witli 
Child, from which there is e of 
«Abortion (7). 22 

C As for Water, it is drank” in acute 

« Diſeaſes, but T have nothing to ſay in 
& jts Recommendation; for it neither mi- 
te tigates a Cough in Inflammations of the 
0 Lungs, nor promotes Expectoration, or 
& not ſo much as the other Drinks, where 
«it is conſtantly made uſe of. But if a 
{mall Quantity of Water be drank be- 


) De rat. viſt. &c. 393. 90. Ofc 
Hat: < tween 
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« tween the taking of Oxymel or Hydro- 
ce mel, it promotes a Spitting, its Quality 
« being altered by the Mixture with the 
« others; otherwiſe it doth not allay 
«© Thirſt, but increafeth it; for it is bili- 
< ous in bilious Conſtitutions, and bad for 
<« the Præcordia; and if it be given on an 
empty Stomach, it is ſtill more hurtful 
ce and moſt- bilious, and greatly impairs 
ie the Patient's Strength: it likewiſe in- 
e creaſeth Inflammations of the Liver and 
e Spleen; it fluctuates in the Stomach, 
* and does not go downward ; for being 
cold and crude, it paſſes through the Bo- 
« dy flowly, and neither promotes the 
* Diſcharge by Stool nor by Urine : 
And beſides, it is ſomewhat bad, be- 
« cauſe it ſupplies no Matter to the Ex- 
« crements. But if it be drank when the 
Feet are cold, it will do much more 
4 Hort in every one of theſe Caſes. Yet 
e in thofe Diſeaſes where it is ſuſpected, 
© there will be a violent Pain of the Head, 
* or Diſorder of the Mind; and where 
« Wine is intirely to be avoided, Water 
© may be made uſe of; or after ſmall 
G 3 White 
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« White Wine is given, a little Water may 
« bedrank” (5), : 

Beſides theſe, there i is mention made os 
other Drinks in the Book of Regimen in 
acute Diſeaſes, which do not properly be- 
long to Diet, but to Medicine, A De- 
ſcription,of the Preparation and Virtues of 
ſome medicinal: Pations, may be ſeen in 
the third Book of Diſeaſes (g). x 

But this Part of Phyſick which relates 
to the curing Diſeaſes by Diet, is not at- 


tended to, with that Care it deſerves, by 


thoſe who are unacquainted with the Ob- 
ſeryations of the Antients. Such, for the 
moſt Part, allow the ſame Food to all 


Perſons, in all Kinds of Fevers, or, per- 


haps, enjoin nothing in this Caſe, but Ab- 
ſtinence from the groſſer Kinds of Food, 
and ſo commit the whole Management of 
this Affair, to the Care of an old Nurſe. 
And very few, indeed, are ſo ſollicitous, 


as ta make a Calculation of the Length of 


the Feyer, that they may regulate the Diet 
thereby. But the fame bad Symptoms, 


nw a- Days as heretofore, are brought 


(8) De rat. via. Kc. 394- 
(9) 395. 496. & 97. | 
vpon 
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upon the Sick by improper Diet; though 
the generality of People do not perceive it; 
for ſuch are not capable of diſtinguiſhing 
what Symptoms proceed from the Diſeaſe, 
what from the Phyſician, and what from 
the Patient; (to diſcover this, was a Taſk 
worthy of Hippocrates:) So let what will 
happen amiſs, or prove fatal, it is imputed 
to the Diſeaſe and its Malignity. And 
this is one of the crafty Devices Ignorance 
makes uſe of to keep itſelf concealed, 
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8 Fevers are ſcarce ever carried off 
by Nature without ſome remark- 
able Diſcharge, ſo they are rarcly cured by 
Art without the Aſſiſtance of ſome ſeaſon- 
able Evacuation. He is arrived to the ut- 
moſt Perfection in curing all Sorts of Fe- 
vers, according to Sydenham, who certain- 
ly knows by what Way the febrile Matter 
ought to be expelled, vis, Whether by 
Bleeding, Sweating, Purging, or any other 
that is more proper (1), And it is Dr, 
Freind's Opinion, that ſcarce any violent 
Fever whatever, can be cured by Medi- 
cine, without having recourſe to Evacua- 
tion. For which Reaſons, a Phyſician 
ought, above all Things, to know what 


"i De morb, Epid Hiſt, 8.8. Cap. 1. 
Symp- 


Symptoms require Bleeding, what Purg- 
ing, what ay; or wn other Evacua- 
tion (2). y f s 0 

The general Rule is this: 8 Einsen 
« the Matter which ought to be evacuated, 
ce by thoſe Paſſages it tends to, if they are 
ce convenient for the Purpoſe (3), That 
« js, When the Matter which wants to be 
c diſcharged, and whoſe Diſcharge is con- 
ce ducive to the removing of the Diſeaſe, 
ce gives Notice of its Preſence, and Na- 
e ture, notwithſtanding, does not expel it 
© of her own accord, Art finds out ſome 
te proper Paſſage, through which Nature 
* may be compelled to diſcharge it: Or, 
« Nature remiſs and languid, plainly 
ce points out to the ſkilful Artiſt, what he 
© ought to do (4). However, in order 
to the right Management of Evacuations, 
there is need of a great deal of Circum- 
ſpection ; and many Things are to be con- 
ſidered, which are briefly touched upon 
by Hippocrates, in the Beginning of his 


2) Sub fine Comment. ad Hipp. 
3) Aph. 21. S. 1. 
(4) Aph. 2. S. 4. de Arte 7. 
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Treatiſe De Humoribus. But this, in ge- 

neral; I ſhall now treat of each Evacua- 

tion in particular, and endeavour to ex- 

plain how it may be practiſed according 

to the Intention of Nature; 2 firſt 
of al oy. with Bleeding, : 


of Bleeding, 91 


of BLEEDING. 


Leeding is of uſe in thoſe Diſorders 
Be where an Hemorrhage, happening of 
its own accord, is beneficial. Now, in 
violent Fevers, when the Patient has 
Youth and Strength of his Side, a Flux of 
Blood from the Noſe, more frequently 
happens, and is of the greateſt Service(5). 


The ſame Diſcharge removes violent Pains 


about the Head, Neck, Loins, and even 
the lower Parts, and eſpecially ſuch of 
them as are attended with Throbbing (6). 


it likewiſe carries off intenſe Redneſs and 


Swellings about the Face, Neck, and 
Fauces ; Giddineſs of the Head, a Phren- 
ſy, Inflammations of the Eyes, and that 
Tenderneſs of Sight which prevents the Pa- 
tient's bearing the Light(7) ; Diſtorſion of 
the Spine. (that is, ſuch a Bending of 'the 
Spine as is voluntary, and in order to eaſe 
a Stitch of the 2s alſo a Difficulty of 


(s) Lib. 1. Epi Prznot. 140. 1 
(6) Prædit. Lib. 2. Ge Prænot. 185 4136. 5 
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_ Breathing (8): Diſtention, Heat, and 
Pains about the Przcordia (g), Laſtly, it 
ſoon removes an Abſceſs; I ſuppoſe he 
means one that is recent and inflimnniatoT 
ry (1). 

But in theſe, and the like r 
it is not to be left to Nature to bring on 
an Hemotrhage; becauſe in acute Fevers, 
when the Patient is ſtrong and full of 
Blood, there is much Danger of a great 
Inflammation, or, perhaps, of a Veſſel's 
burſting about ſome of the more noble 
Viſcera; which Evils are much more eafi- 

Iy prevented, than remedied after they 
have happened: Befides, when there is 
any: great Inflammation formed immedi- 
ately at the Beginning of a Diſeaſe, it is 
much oftner brought to Suppuration, than 
diſſolved by Nature; provided the Diſeaſe 
doth not kill the Patient before. More> 
< over, theſe Things which uſe to miti- 
e pate: bad Symptoms after they appear, 
<« will prevent their coming on, if uſed in 
_ © Seaſon (2).” 

(8) Coac. Præſag. 168. 
(9) Prafag. 


1) Predict. Lib. 1. 108. 
2) Lib. de Humorib, 


Here 
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Here then, when Nature is labouring, 
Art comes in happily to her Aſſiſtance. 
In acute Diſeaſes draw off Blood, ſays 
Hippocrates, if the Diſeaſe be violent, and 
the Patient young and" ſtrong (3) ; aꝑree- 
ably to this, the cautious old Man would 
have Blood drawn only when the Patient 
was in the Vigour of his Age, becauſt a 
ſpontaneous Hemorrhage very ſeldom hap« 
| pens advantageouſly at any other Timo of 

Life, But ſucceeding Phyficians' ventur« 
ing farther,” have diſcovered,” by Experi- 
ence, that Blood may be ſaſely drawn 
from Perſons who are not in the Vigour 
of Life, where the Diſeaſe requires it, an 
the Strength permits: So. that this Neme- 
dy may be ſecurely adminiſtered to a luſty 
young Child, and a ſtrong old Man: E. 
ſides, Women with Child, contrary to 
the Precepts of this Author, not only heit 
bleeding very well in Fevers, hut alſo, 
ſometimes require it when there is n 
ver, on account of a Redundancy of Blood: 
In this Caſe, there is not a more efficaci- 


ous: Remedy againſt Abartion. 80 that 


13) De rat. vi, in Auct. 396. 


We 
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we-may conclude, | thoſe: Perſons whom 
Hippocrates obſerved! to miſcarry after 
Bleeding in Fevers, - miſcarried not by 


Means of Bleeding, but on account of the 


Fever. Celfus, therefore, adviſeth us, firſt 


of all to examine the Paticnt's Strength (4); 


and this we may make a better Eſtimate of 


from the Blood · veſſels, than from the ge- 


neral Appearance of the Body. A violent 
Fever, a Redneſs of the Body, and Full- 
neſs of the Veins, in his Judgment, re- 
quire Bleeding. But Galen judged of the 
Patient's Strength, by the Pulſe of the 
Arteries, rather than by the Appearance of 
the Blood-veſſels; and if the. Pulſe was 


full and ſtrong, be ordered Bleeding in 


the ſame Kind of Diſorders (5: And all 
Phy ficians ſince his Time, have regarded 
this as a n en for en 
Blood. 


But nthen Pg Artery lies deep, or the 


Patient's Breathing /is difficult, or his Head 
of Precordia are much e F. * 


. Cap. 10. 
(5) Ld .cc at. per Sag, ME Cp. 1 


Diſcaſe, 
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Diſeaſe, this Sign is fallacious (6). It has 
beſides a great many proviſional Cautions, 
becauſe the Arteries, as Celſus -obſerves, 
treating of another Subject, move flower 
or quicker, according to the Difference of 
Age, Sex, and Conſtitution, And, gene- 
rally, in a Perſon tolerably healthy, if his 

| Stomach be out of Order; and ſome- 
times, alſo, at the firſt Attack of a Fe- 
ver, the Pulſe ſinks and flags, ſo that a 
Man may ſeem to be weak, who has a vi- 
olent Paroxyſm coming on, which he is 
well able to bear. On the contrary, Fear, 
Anger, and any other Paſſion of the Mind, 
frequently quickens them: So that at the 
firſt Entrance of a Phyfician, the Patient's 
Concern what the Doctor may think of 
him, may poflibly hurry his Pulſe. For 
which Reaſon; a Phyſician ought not to 

| ſeize his Patient by the Hand immediate- 
ly, at his firſt coming in, but to fit down 
by him, and-with a cheerful Countenance, 
enquire how he finds himſelf; and'if he 
is under any Fear of Danger, to encourage 


(6) Boerh. in cap. de Peripncn. r Sched. 
mon. Galen. Lib. 4. * Præſag· ex Pull, 


bim | 
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him with re ee and then feel 
e 
But to return to the Precept of Hippo 
n, Inflammations of the Præcordia, 
Diaphragm, Lungs, Pleura, and of the 
other Parts of the Body; in ſhort, all mot- 
bid Collections, 1. . (as Galen interpret 
it) all Kinds of Inflammations whatever, 
cannot be cured, if, through Imprudence, 
purging Medicines: are given; finite, in 
theſe Diſorders, Bleeding is the principal 
Remedy (8). Hippocrates ſoems to be a- 
fraid left the Patient's Strength ſhould be 
0 reduced by purging, that after it there 
would be no room for bleeding, and I do 
not remember, that he ever makes uſe of 
it aſter Purging. Moreover, every In- 
| flatnmation is truly an Abſteſs, whoſe 
Signs are Redneſfs, Heat, Swelling, and 
(if che Part is ſenſible) Pain: But a plen- 
tiſul Flux of Blood, as hath nen 
. ſoon removes an Abſceſs. 
Therefore, when an da bath 
ſeized the Head, Brain, Fauces, Breaſt, 
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(7) Lib. 3. Cap. 6. od | 
* wt 396. 397. 386. 387. Prædict. Lib. 


2 Præcor- 


2. 108, &c p- 180 
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Praicordia; Pleura, or Loins, and hath 
produced a Swelling and Redneſs about 
the Face, Eyes, or Ears, Pains of the 
Head, Giddineſs, Delirium,” or other Dit- | 
orders of the Brain, or a Difficulty. of 
Swallowing or Breathing ; or hath cauſed 
excruciating” Pains of the Breaſt, Sides, 
Loins, or Præcordia; of when the Priz- 
cordia are 'drawh in, or! ſwell out; with 
ſharp Pain and Throbbing, what Phyſici- 
an in his Senſes would not immediately 
make uſe of this great Remedy which 
Nature has pointed out to r e 
the Patient's Strength will bear it?: 
And when a Patient, labouring er | 
any of theſe Complaints, is very weak, 
and is like to periſh without the Aſſiſtance 
of a deſperate Remedy, Celſus tells us, it 
is the Duty of a good Phyſician, to de- 
clare what little Hope there is of the Pa- 
tient's getting over the Diſorder without 
Bleeding; and at the ſame Time to con- 
feſs, what great Danger there is in it; and 
then, if it is deſired, to bleed him (1). 
ä I wn ww Nr 41 5 rv 
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of the lower Parts.” 


when there is any conſiderable Inflamma- 
tion in the Præcordia or Liver, he orders 


conſtantly fainting, But thoſe pay more 
Regard to their Reputation, who, in ſuch 
a dangerous Caſe, decline the Experiment 
of a doubtful Remedy, left they ſhould be 
thought, by ſome, to have killed the Pa- 
tient, whom by their Art they could not 
fave. This, indeed, is the Part of a cun- 
ning Phyſician; but the _ an ho- 


Although Bleeding gives a more ſpeedy 
* preſent Relief in Inflammations of the 


the lower, yet, nevertheleſo, in theſe 
likewiſe, it is the beſt Remedy: For 
%a Flux of Blood: carries off acute Pains 
Therefore, in or- 
der to remove Inflammations, wherever 
ſeated, and eaſe; the violent Pains occafi- 


oned by them, Blood is to be drawn. 


As to the Quantity to be taken away, 


that is to be regulated by the Habit of 
Body, the Seaſon of the Year, the Age 
of the Patient, and the Colour of the 


Blood. When all theſe are favourable, 
A | | we 


Liges 
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we ought, without Heſitation, to take a- 
way a larger Quantity: And if a violent 
Pain about the ſuperior Parts, together 
with an acute Fever, requite Bleeding, we 
ſhould bleed even to Fainting (2). This 
was alſo the Opinion of Aretæus and Ga- 
Len. In a Quinſy, the former orders a 
Vein of the Arm to be opened with a 
large Orifice, that the Blood i may ruſh out 
with Violence, and be diſcharged in a 
large Quantity, within a ſmall Time for 
running out in this Manner, it is more ef- 
ficacious to allay the Heat, remove the 
Saffocation, and remedy all the other bad 
Symptoms. Nor is it of ſmall Advantage 
to continue drawing off the Blood till the 
Patient begins to faint, provided he does not 
faint quite away. For there are Inſtances 
of ſome who fainting from Loſs of Blood, 
have died in the Operation. Galen alſo, 
in his Commentary on Aphor. 23. Sect. 1. 
writes thus: Fainting, Which happens by 
Means of the Evacuation, is in this Paſ- 
ſage, ſaid by Hippocrates, to be the T hing 
that ſhould regulate the Evacuation in 


(0 De rat. vict. in morb. acut. 401. 
| Ha the 
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the greateſt Inflammatione, the moſt 
ardent Fevers, and violent Pains : We 
ought indeed (as he himſelf ſays) to 
praiſe ſo large an Evacuation on Patients 
ia their full Strength: And I have found, 
by manifold Experience, that this Reme- | 
dy i is of very great Service; for, by draw- 
ing off Blood, in very ardent Fevers, till 
the Patient faints, the whole Body is pre- 
ſently cooled, and the Fever extinguiſhed: 
A great many hereupon fall into a gentle 
Looſedeſs, and a Sweat; after which ſome 
immediately grow well, the others bear 
the Diſeaſe more eaſily, and recover in a 
little Time. Beſides, in the greateſt In- 
flammations, and moſt violent Pains, 1 
have known no better Remedy. We have 
the Hiſtory left us, by 1 3 Perſon laſt 
quoted, of two young Men on whom this 
Practice was tried; on the one, towards 
the End of the ſecond Day; on the other, 
at the Beginning of the third: In the firſt 
Caſe, theFever was removed immediately ; ; 
in the latter, it abated gradually, and on 
* feventh Day 1 was quite gone ( 3). . 


nm Method. medend. Lib, d Cap. 4 


Of Bleeding. * = —_ 
But I would be a little more' particular 
in this Affair: We may obſerve, when 
the Patient faints, that thoſe Parts of his 
Checks and Lips which before were red, 
grow pale; and the whole Surface like- 
wiſe of his Body loſeth its Colour, and 
becomes cold; at the ſame Time the Skin 
is all over bedewed with Sweat. Theſe 
Symptoms are cauſed by a paralytick Diſ- 
poſition af thoſe Fibres which conſtringe 
the extreme Arteries, and by the Blood's 
running back from the capillary Veſſels. 
If the fame Thing ſhould happen to Ar- 
teries that are inflamed, the Inflammation 
would immediately be removed; and 
likewiſe that Kind of ardent Fevers which 
has its Riſe from almoſt a general Obſtruc- 
tion of the Arteries. © Both Analogy and 
Experience ſtrongly perſuade us, that this 
will be the Caſe,” provided the Blood is 
not yet condenſed'in the obſtructed Veſſels, 
and the Veſſels themſelves are ſound. It 
is very common for weak Perſons, Who 
have been long confined to their Bed, to 
faint away when they are took out and ſet 
upright; in ſuch the Blood-veſſels being 
Ner- the Humours fall downward 
H 3 by 
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by their own Weight, into the Veins and 
Fara of the lower Parts; and at the 


| fame Time the Blood which tends upward 


tothe Head, meets with a new Reſiſtance, 
whoſe Force is equal to the Preſſure of a 


Column of Blood, the Height whereof is 


the Diſtance between the Heart and the 
Brain. The ſame Symptom attends thoſe 


alſo, who have a large Quantity of Water, or 


Pus, ſuddenly drawn out of the Abdomen ; 
for it beipg the Nature of Fluids, to run 
where there is the leaſt Reſiſtance, the 
Blood, in this Caſe, will flow into the relax- 
ed Veſſels about the Abdomen, and be di- 
verted from the Head: The Liver too ſeems 
to help, ſomething towards it, by drawing 
the Diaphragm downwards by its Weight, 

and ſo injuring the Action of the Lungs. . 

From. theſe, and other Experiments, we 


| rr 


, 1s not owing barely to the Quantity of 
Blood drawn off, but likewiſe to a Dimi- 
nution of its Impetus upon, the Brain, 


Hence, likewiſe, we underſtand why a 


Man faints with a far. leſs Quantity of 
Blood flowing in a full Stream, out of a 
large Wound: made in wide — 

| V 
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ſeveral Veſſels at the ſame Time, than if 
it trickles gently out of a ſmall Orifice ; 
and why he ſhould faint the ſooner for be- 
ing in an erect Poſture, On theſe Ac- 
counts Aretæus, wile by Experience, al- 
ways drew Blood from a large Orifice, 
when the Patient wanted to be brought 
down much lower (4); and on the con- 
trary, if a Patient that was weak required 
Bleeding, he ordered a ſmall Punctute (5). 
But this drawing away Blood till the Pa- 
tient faints, is not of uſe in inveterate In- 
flammations; in a Phrenfy and Diſeaſes 
of the Brain, nor in a Difficulty of breath 
ing (6); from an Inflammation of the 
Diſeaſe where the Strength is waſted, it is 
not ſafe. Moreover, there is ſome Dan- 
ger from this Method, leſt the crude in- 
flammatory Matter ſhould retire from the 
Veſſels of the Pleura (for Inſtance) and 
fall in upon the Lungs (7), or the Brain; 
then * of the Side goes off ſud- 


W Cap. Je curat. Angin. 
(5) De curat. cardiacor. 

(6) Aretzpus decara. adverſ. Phrenit, & 8 C 
(3) KD e curation, 
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denly, and a: Peripneumony or Phrenſy 
ſucceeds; which I have known m_ * 
tal within a few Hours. 

Ihe firſt Days. of a Diſorder are ak 
oned the moſt convenient for bleeding; 
for which Reaſon, its Aſſiſtance is to be 
uſed as ſoon as ever the Symptoms require 
it; and it is to be repeated again and again, 
if Things continue the ſame. But if the 
Blood is thin and diſſolved, repeated 
Bleeding is ſeldom neceſſary: On the con- 
trary, when it is thick and ſizy, it is of- 
ten required. Where the Patient is any 
way weak, it is better to err by drawing 
off leſs Blood than is neceſſary, than by 
taking away too much; for if there 
ſhould be Occaſion for a larger Quantity 
to be drawn, a Vein may be opened again. 
A great many Phyſicians hardly ventured 
to bleed after the fourth Day; but critical 
Diſcharges of Blood generally happen af- 

ter that Time; and Hippocrates on the 
eighth Day ſuceeſsfully opened a Vein of 
his Patient Anarion, who was ill of a dry 

Pleuriſy, becauſe his Fever increaſed on 
the feventh Day, and the Pain did not a- 
bates and his w_ was violent, and 

Breathe 
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Breathing difficult. Whence I admire 
that Celſus, who regarded the Strength. 
more than the Age of his Patients, ſhould 
not likewiſe conſider the ſame more than 
the Time of the Diſeaſe. However, 
when a violent Inflammation has exceeded 
the fourth Day, it is hardly poſſible to pre- 
vent its coming to a Suppuration ; but 
even here, Bleeding after the fourth Day 
will contribute towards rendering this pu- 
rulent Abſceſs ſmaller; and likewiſe to- 
wards allaying the 1 An and eating the, 
Piat... 
The Ae aſed to open different 
Veins in different Diſeaſes, with a View of 
intercepting the Defluxion of Humours 
upon the Parts affected; or of drawing off 
the vitiated Juices from them. Herein, 
however, they diſagreed, and there wers 
great Debates what particular Vein ſhould 
be opened almoſt in every Diſorder. But 
this Contention is quite ceaſed ſince Har- 
vey's Diſcovery of the Circulation of the 
Blood; And that Vein which lies moſt 
convenient for the Lancet is now opened, 
yy ſometimes when, for the Sake f 
Derivation 
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Derivation or Revulſion, we chuſe to bleed 
in a the Jugular or Saphœna. | 
To draw Blood likewiſe by punRuring 
an Artery is no new Thing; and it is an 
ancient Practice to deſtroy this Kind of 
Veſſels, as well by an Inciſion Knife as by 
a Cautery. But Wounds of the Arteries 
have been much dreaded, chiefly on ac- 
count of an Aneuriſm which uſually en- 
ſues when the Artery is not entirely divid - 
ed; and therefore Surgeons were very cau- 
tious of touching an Artery with the Lan- 
cet. For the Blood is driven into them 
with ſuch great Force, that at each Con- 
traction of the Heart, their Coat is diſ- 
tended with an Impetus eight Times great- 
- er than that of the Veins (8): For which 
Reaſon Wounds of the Arteries are conti- 
nually burſt open, inſomuch that it has 
been thought, when an Artery was cut, 
it would never unite or heal again, But 
no Reaſon can be given why Wounds of 
the Arteries ſhould not unite, as well as 
| els of other Parts, equally Nervous ; 
108 Hales's Hamaflaicks E. 22. 8. 8. and 10. pane 
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provided the Force ſo ſtrongly diſtending 
them be removed, which may eaſily be 
done wherever the Artery runs near the 
Skin and Bone, as about the Temples; for. 
upon applying to theſe Parts any hard Bo- 
dy, and binding it on pretty tight, the 
Courſe of the Blood through the Veſſels is 
intercepted. This every one may eaſily 
experience in himſelf, for if he compteſſes 
the temporal Artery with his Finger, it 
will have no Pulſation beyond the Finger. 
Aſter this Manner the Zgyptians (who 
are frequently uſed to open the Arteries 
about the Head, and that between the 
Forefinger and Thumb) when they have 
drawn off a ſufficient Quantity of Blood, 
apply a Piece of Copper Coin, putting firſt; 
a little Cotton under it, which they bind 
tight upon the Wound, and let it remain 


take off the Bandage. And Aprnus never 
ſaw one out of a vaſt Number thus treated, 


who upen untying the Bandage, had o 
caſion for any farther Aſſiſtance, all of; 
them being perfectly —— c 

bo deren Amps. Lid. 2. cap, —= $; 
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on for three Days, after which Time they. 


ro8 07 — 
af the European Surgeons formerly made 
uſe of this Method with Succeſs, tho' a 
great many were afraid of it: But of late 
ſkilful Surgeons with us, open the Arte- 
ries of the Head without Heſitation or 
Danger: And it is to be hoped, that Peo- 
ple will in Time be accuſtomed to this 
Operation. This Remedy has been gene- 


milly approved of in chronical Diſtempers ; 


but it is likewiſe of exceeding great Ser- 
vice in acute Diſeaſes, when the Blood is 
accumulated in the Arteries, and cannot 
paſs through their extreme Capillaries, ei- 
ther by Reaſon of the Conſtriction of the 


Veſſels, or Thickneſs of the Humours. 


In ſuch a Caſe, the opening a Vein is 
of no Manner of Service, but rather very 
prejudicial, by taking away the thinner 
Part of the Blood contained in the Veins, 
and which alone is in a Condition to circu- 
late. But all thoſe Symptoms which pre- 
ſage an approaching Flux of Blood from 
the Noſe, plainly ſhew the Veſſels about 
the Head to be over and above loaded with 
Blood, which is very probably oceaſioned 
by an Obſtruction ahout the capillary Ar- 
teries: For thele Veſſels are wideſt at 
». their | 
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their Beginning, and grow narrower con- 
tinually to their Extremetics ; but it is 
quite otherwiſe with the Veins. In ſome 
_ ardent Fevers likewiſe, the Heat, Redneſs, 
and Dryneſs of the whole outward Habit 
of Body ſeem to ſpring from the ſame 
Cauſe. Laſtly, the Diſſection of Perſons 
who have died of theſe Kind of Feyers, 
has diſcovered, that the greateſt Part of 
the Blood was lodged and accumulated 
within the Arteries, being very thick and 
congealed, and but a ſmall Part of it in 
the / Veins, Which was thin: Whereas, 
otherwiſe, it is well known, the Veins. 
ought to contain the greateſt: Part of the 
Blood after Death. When, therefore, this 
is the Cafe, there is hardly any Recovery 
without an Artery is opened by Inciſion, 
or its ſpontaneous Burſting. © To theſe may | 
be added another very great Advantage 
from Arteriotomy, vis. That by it is 
made the moſt powerful Derivation, where 
it can be performed with Safety, as it may 
about the Head. 
Art hath found out yet Snother Method 


E. drawing Blood, namely, by making 
* on the Skin, and then applying 


Carpns 


ter ſeireth the Fauces, Lungs, or any 
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Cupping Glaſſes. Hippocrates ow 
made uſe of Cupping Glaſſes, both 

and without Incifion : When uſed with- 
out Inciſion, they were ſuppoſed to draw 
out Wind, and divert Defluxions. A 
Cupping Glaſs is moſtly made uſe of when 
the Diſorder does not equally affect the 
whole Body, but is fixed in ſome particu- 
lar Part, the draining off the Humours 
from which, is ſufficient ' to remove the 
Diſcaſe. Therefore in Fevers, Cupping 
Glaſſes are applied near the pained and in- 
inflamed Parts. If an eryſipelatous Mat- 


other. internal Part of the Body, they 
ſhould be applied as ſoon as poſſible, to 
attract the morbid and turgid Matter to- 
| wards. the external Parts (1). But when 
we have to do with a genuine Inſſamma- 
tion, they are better reſerved till after 
drawing Blood from the larger Veins, and 
the more powerſul Remedies. en 
In a Pleurify Aretæus hath obſerved, 
| That Cupping is of great Service after the 
ſeventh Day; for R Rea we 9 8 
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not to be too haſty in the Uſe of this Re- 
medy: Nor are thoſe Diſeaſes of a mild 
Nature which require cupping before that 

Time. Thus he (2). The Methodiſts, 
who were very much in Love with this 
Remedy, made uſe of it ſomewhat later; 
for in a Phrenſy, Cz lius Aurelianus tells 
us, they applied it on the tenth Day. 
Moreover, in acute Diſeaſes, where the 
Diſorder requires bleeding, and the Pati- 
ent's Weakneſs will not permit the open- 
ing of a Vein, Cupping is neceſſary; ; for 
this Remedy hardly ſinks the Patient, and 
is never dangerous at any time in Fevers, 
inſomuch that Aræteus had recourſe to it 
in a Syncope from an Inflammation of the 
Præcordia, when the Patient's weaknefs | 
abſolutely forbad the opening. of a Vein, 
But according to the Advice of Cel/as, let us 
conſider, that as it carries no Danger with 
it, ſo it is a leſs powerful Remedy; and 
that a violent Diſorder requires as violent 
. 
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COMME NTARY VII, 
of Purging and V. omting. , 


7 E read in Hippocrates of ſome iti 
Fevers who were gradually reliev- 

ed; and others who were immediately cured 
by a Looſeneſs. We know, likewiſe, 
that the Parent of Phyſick, copying after 
Nature, was frequently wont to purge in 
Fevers ; and that after him the greateſt 
Maſters of the Art have approved of the 
ſame Remedy in the like Diſtemper, and 
more eſpecially the Antients, who, not only 
in Fevers, but in almoſt every Diſcaſe, were 
for frequent Purging, and employed a Va- 
riety of Medicines for this Purpoſe (1). 
But this Method of Cure in acute Dif- 


no leſs eminent for his Skill in Phyſick 
than Language, to be ue — re- 


(i) Cettus, Lib. 2. & 12. 


quires 
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quires Attention to ſuch: a Number of Cir” 
cumſtances, that no exact Rules are laid 
down concerning it; not indeed can be. 
without a great deal of Application and 
Diſcernment. For it is no very eaſy Mat- 
ter, even for a ſkilful Practitioner, ſo ito 
guide himſelf by his own Judgment, as 

not to ert in Practice, and exceeding} Ak. 
ficult to explain it in ſuch a Manner, that 
others may not be led into Miſtakes. For 
which Reaſon, he determined to leave it 
entirely to Phyſicians + to acquite this 
Knowledge, by their own Practice and 
Obſer vation (2). This great Man's Opini- 
on almoſt deterred me from my Daſign ; 
but I was deſirous of knowing, without 
hazardous Experiments, when Purging 
was required in Fevers. In order, there- 
fore, to come at ſome Rules for purging, 
I carefully” examined in what Circum- 
ſtances of | theſe Diſorders, Hippocrater 
made uſe of this Remedy. What I found 
in him, and others the moſt celebrated in | 
the Profeſſion, may poſſibly be of Uſe to 
thoſe, | who have not yet made themſelves | 


(2) Freind Comment, 7. ad Lib, — a 
* Mats 
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Maſters of this Method of Cure by their 
own Experience; for which Reaſon, an 
Eſfay on this ne- and difficult Sabject, 
will, 1 hope, meet with a n Re- 
ception. | | 
Tbe Read a of dancer wich | 
the Viiſcera, contained in the Hypochondria, 
and the uppermoſt: Part of the Inteſtinal 
Tube, are moſt conveniently purged by 
Vomiting; but the Belly, or Ka. Part 
of the Inteſtines, by Stool. On Account 
of the near Affmity between theſe two E- 
vacuations, I ſhall connect the Rules for 
Purging and Vomiting together. But 
firſt, Þ ſhalt: ſhew! in what Manner the 
Patient ſhould be managed with regard to 
going to Stool, where Purging is not ne- 
eeſſary. Hippocrates was deſirous that 
the Stools ſniould always incline to be looſe 
in Fevers, except toward the Criſis. This 
careful Obſer ver of Nature remarked; that 
Perſons who are naturally looſe, are no 
ways ſubject to thoſe: acute Diſeaſes (3). 
But that thoſe who are caſtive muſt neceſ- 
farily: be liable to them (4). And beſides 


Hi Lib. de Aube, We. 281. 
0 1a. hi 
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this; he had taken Notice, that very dan- 
gerous Symptoms, elſewhere deſcribed, 
happen in Fevers from Coſtiveneſs. If, 
therefore, the Patients dont go to Stoob fo - 
often as they uſed to do when in Health, 
he would ha ve them aſſiſted by Art. HIs 
Rule is this, . If a Fever aal a Perſoii 
hen coſtive, or ſoon after a full Meal, 


& Whether accompanied with a Paln of 


te the Side, or without it, he ought to ab- 
« ſtain from evety Kind of Food, till 
What he has eaten be paſſed down into 
te the lower Part of the Inteftiries: If 
« the Feeces have reached near the End of 
te the Inteſtines, and remain there, a Heas 
te yineſs will be felt about the Loins; and 
te the Wind, when it breaks off, will 
&« ſmell much. This being the Caſe, if 
A Stool doth not ſoom follow, it ought 
te to he procured either by a Sappofitory 
« or Clyſter. If the Excrements are not 
te near the Rectum, but are lodged in ſome 
« Part of the Iateſtines higher up, 4 
* Draught of Water and Honey, or, in 
© bilious Conſtitutions, Oxymel ought to 
te be given, in order to carry them down : 
« If, * this Method, it ſhould be moved 

I 2 «to 
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* tothe End of the Guts, and yet flop 
* there, a Clyſter, or Suppoſitory will be 
* neceflary. When the Patient is young 
te and ſtrong, Clyſters are moſt conveni- 
«ent; when weak, Suppoſitories. And 
this Method ought to be made uſe of, 
e incaſe there ſhould be no regular Stools; 
<< not only in the Beginning of the Fever, 
e but all along, till towards the Criſis ; 
about which Time the Patient ſhould be 
e kept. a little coſtive, unleſs the Diſeaſe 
ee be inclined to go off by Stool, But if 
ce the Patient ſhould not go to Stool at all, 
s let him not begin upon Piiſans till ſome 
« Day after the Seizure, ſuppoſing he 
e ſhould want this Sort of Food to ſup- 
* port his Strength: If otherwiſe, let him 
ce leave them till after the Criſis, provided 
te that does not fall beyond the ſeventh or 
© ninth Day. And when there is Occaſi- 
L on for Ptiſane, let them not be given in 
too great a e or of too thick a 
“ Conſiſtence (5. 

By this Means, e Inteſtines, being 
kept empty, at leaſt free from a Load of 


= (5) Hip. Lib. e ratione vict. in acut. 386. & 398. 
Faces, 
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Faces, the Diaphragm will have nothing 
to hinder its Deſcent towards the Abdo- 
men, when it contracts itſelf; for of all 
the Organs concerned in Reſpiration, the 
Action of this one is of the greateſt” Mo- 
ment towards a due Expanſion of the 
Lungs. But this is not the only Advan- 
tage gained hereby, for the Blood Veſſels 
throughout the whole Abdomen, as well 
large as ſmall, are kept free from Com- 
preſſion; ſo that the Blood has an eaſy Cir- 
culation through them: Beſides, the Ex- 
crements are not only evacuated before 
they have contracted any vicious Quality, 
but the Way is open to Nature, if ſhe is 
endeavouring to diſcharge any noxious 
Matter from the Blood, through the In- 
teſtines. On the contrary, when the In- 
teſtines are loaded with Faces, the Dia- 


phragm has not room to deſcend; hence a 


ſnort, quick, and difficult Reſpitation; ; 
the muſcular Action of the Diaphragm is 
more frequent and laborious. The Lunge, 
the Liver, and other Viſcera in the Hy- 
pochondria are compreſſed and obſtructed, 
and their ſeveral Secretions diſturbed, and 

all the Blood Veflels in the Abdomen 
| x4: ſtrainted ; 
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ftrait'ned ; whence the Blood, is impelled | 
in greater Quantity, and with greater Vio- 
lence towards the ſuperior Parts, ig. the 
Head a and Thorax. Hence appears, the | 
Reaſon, "of this Obſervation of Hippocra- 
tes, That when the Faces are pent up, 
and Fod i is given without a previous Eva- 
cuation, if there be a Pain of the Side, it 
Will increaſe it; if there be none, it will 
ſoon bring it on, and cauſe a quicker Reſ- 
piration, which, indeed, is miſchieyous ; 
for it drieth the Lungs, and gives Trouble 
to the Præcordia, Abdomen, and Dia- 
phragm 6). Hence, likewiſe, the Rea - 
| ſon. of the following Precept of Celfes ; 
Where the Belly is coftive, and Infamma- 
tions, Dizzineſs, Pains in the Head, or 
other Diſorders of che ſuperior Parts are 
thereby increaſed, a Stool is to be procur- 
| ed by Medicine (7). Laflly, the Feeces 
being long retained within the Inteſtines, 
where the Air has free acceſs, are by the 
feveriſh Heat rendered very ſharp and pu- 
vid, from, whence the more bile * 


(66) Lib. 4. vie. in moib. acut. 385, 
uy „ Cap. 3. 


cles 


/ 


Of Purging-and Vomiting. 119 
eles inſinuating themſelves into the Blood, 
are alone ſufficient to produce a putrid Fe- 
ver, and much more to augment one al- 
ready produced from any other Cauſe 
whilſt the groſſer Part of the Excrement 
remaining behind, 'caufes griping Pains in 
the Inteſtines, and ſtimulates them like A 
ſtrong Purge. Of ſuch a Diarrhœa, it 18 
not an uncommon Thing for the Pati- 
ents to die; but they frequently fall into 
Fainting Fits, both from the emptying the 

Blood Veſſels, and the ſudden Evacuation 
of ſuch a Quantity of the Fœces ſrom the 
Inteſtines; for this Symptom generally 
happens when the Patient's Strength is al- 
moſt exhauſted by the Fever. Some Phy- 
ſicians obſerving ſuch bad . Conſequences 
following a Diarrhea,” endeavour with the 
utmoſt Care to keep the Patient coſtive, 
eſpecially in that Kind of Ferers, which 
are wont to go off by Sweats; but ſurely, 
very imprudently; for ſuch a, Mcthed 
will bring on that very Accident which 
they endeavour to prevent. In a putrid 
Fever, which raged here in England, in 
the Year 1719, a Diarrhea happened to 
a great many about the twelfth Day, 


I 4 which 
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which exhauſted their Strength, and very 
ſeldom alleviated their bad Symptoms. 
This came on even tho the Patient had 
been vomited; and ſuch a Quantity of 
Humours flowed through the Inteſtines on 
az ſudden, that the Patient's Strength was 
quite unable to ſupport the Diſcharge: 
But the Caſe was different with thoſe who 
were moderately lax through the whole 
Courſe of the Diſeaſe; for tho the Fever 
ſeldom went off this Way, yet they were 
not ſo much oppreſſed with Heat, Inquie- 
tude, Or Delirium nor Was ſuch 'Aa: gen- 
tle Evacuation any hindrance to the Criſis ; 
hut by alleviating the Symptoms, brought 
it on the ſooner. For Sweats coming on 
about the ſixteenth Day, wenne, put an 
End to the Fever (8). ; 

But even purging Modlitines are s- 
knen neceſſary in the Beginning of Fe- 
vers, tho if injudiciouſly given, thoſe at 
leaſt of the ſtronger Kind, they are not 
without Danger. Concerning theſe, Hip- 
n youu! the ' lowing Rules ; In 
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acute Diſeaſes Purging is to be uſed but 
ſeldom, and then at the Beginning, and 
this with great Cate and Circumſpecti- 
on (9). And again, Humours that are 
concocted Gught to be moved and purged ; 
not thoſe that ate crude, nor at the Be- 
ginning, unleſs they become turgid, 
which happens to few (1). The turgid 
Matter then, is that which requires purg- 
ing in the Beginning of Fevers. But 
what this turgid Matter is, our Maſter 
has not defined. The Word- „ev, 
which we render to become turgid, is ex- 
plained by Galen, in divers Places: Its 
proper Signification, is to be paſſionatelyß 
inclined to Coition ; this hath been tranſ- 
ferred from Animals ſtrongly ſtimulated 
to Venery, to to the Humours: For as thoſe 
Creatures cannot be quiet on account of 
the Ungovernableneſs of this violent Paſ- 
fion, but are in continual Motion and A- 
gitation : So when the morbid Humours, 
in the Beginning of a Fever, range from 
Place to Place, and ſhift — per- 


0) Aphor. 24. Seck. 1. br "Pp | f 
(1) Aphor. 22. Sect. 1. 
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petually from one Part of the Body to an- 
other; they harraſs the Patient, and ren- 
| der bim unquiet and reſtleſs; and this oc- 
caſioned by the ranging about of the Hu- 
mours, and the Impetus with which they 
are moved (2). He alſo, in another Place, 
ſays, that og ſignifies to (well, to preſs 
forward, and baſten to get out; and that 
it is attributed to Humours duly prepared, 
and preſſing forwards for a Diſcharge (3). 
From the. Authority of Galen, the whole 
Tribe.of Hippocrates's Commentators ex- 
plain this Word in the ſame Manner, and 
doubtleſs they have given its genuine Signi- 
fication: But upon making a diligent 
Search among almoſt all of them, to find 
| out ſome certain Mark of the Matter's 
becoming turgid, that I might know 
when Purging ought to be made uſe of, 
I found my Labour was in vain. In or- 
der therefore to diſcover ſuch a Mark 
(for this is the Thing which is wanted), 
I tried another Method, and by ſearch- 
ing the Writings of Hippocrates, endea- 


(2) Galen Comment. ad. Aph. Stat. 
* Vid. Fœſ. Oecan. ee) 
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voured to learn what Sym ptoms of Fes 
vers he would have treated with purging 
Medicines z- for theſe will be the Signs of 

turgid Matter, for as much as when it is not 
turgid, he forbids Purging at the Begin» 
ning of Fevers. To this End, I ſhall 
extract a few ſelect Sentences from Hippo- 
crates, which ſeem to eowprebend the 

Whole Affair. 
Af that bitter Humour, which we, 
% call yellow Bile, is collected in the 
* Stomach, what Heat, Anxiety, and 
e Faintneſs does it produce! Now, as 
60 ſoon as this Humour is diſcharged by 
« a timely; Evacuation, whether phe 
by Nature or Medicine, the Complaints 
* yaniſh ; but as long as it is retained, 
« and remains crude and undigeſted, no 
* Art can remove the Complaints, or put 
« an End to the Fever. Moreover, i a 
e ſharp, acrid, greeniſh Humour infeſts 
© the Stomach, what Anguiſh of Mind, 
« Dejection of Spirits, and acute Pains 
* about the Thorax and Bowels, doth it 
* occaſion | Nor will theſe Complaints 
« ceaſe, till the offending Matter is purg- 
Led and carried off, or corrected by be- 
ing 
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„* ing mixed with other Humours (4 = | 
By the Pains of the Thorax, I believe is 

ieanf a Pain of the Pracordia ; for all 
that Space which is ſurrounded by the 
Ribs, Affe, called the Thorax; 
and the Liver is by him ſaid to be ſeated 
in the Thorax (5). 
All the Bile is prepared in the Sto- 
mach or Gall-Bladder ; that which 
on happens to be in the Stomach when a 
« Fever comes on, paſſeth off ſometimes 
% downwards, but more frequently up- 
« ward; for which Reaſon Vomitings 
« happen on the firſt Days of the Diſ- 
ces order, or the fourth and fifth. N 
« Thoſe who feel a Heavineſs al over 
| hk Head, with a Gnawing at the 
„% Month of the Stomach, and a Sick- 
ness, vomit up bilious — Fanbus 
4c Matter (6). n 

e The Fevers called Lapis, (he 
means, T ſuppoſe, thoſe of them which 
arife from vitiated Humours in the Sto- 
mach and Bowels, and not from an In- 


(65) De Arte. 
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flammation or ; Ulceration of their Coats) 
de will not give Way, le th _— 
tt ſucceeds (77 boi 
1 in-a eee the Patient d 

<« not purge either upward or downward 
« of his own, Accord, and there is 4 
« painful Wearineſs all over the Body 
on the third or fourth Day, let him be 
« purged, downwards lh: one. gentle 
oj Medicine (8). FL 5443 Ny. ti} 3% 
- ©, An, ardent Fever wiſeth — — the 
Blood · veſſels being dried, have attract · 
2 ed acrid and bilious Humours, the Fe- 
« ver is then violent, and the Body pains 
« ed all over, as from Wearineſs of the 
0 Bones; the Tongue dry, rough, and 
« black; the Belly griped, the Stools ve, 
cc ry liquid and bilious, which are accom- 
— « panied with intenſe. Thirſt, little or no 
« Reſt, and ſometimes a Delirium. In 
« this Diſorder let the patient drink as 
„ much as he pleaſes. of ſimple Water, 
and of Water and Honey boiled toge- 
ther: If the Mouth is bitter, it is, pro- 


[7 Coac. Prænot. 134. | POT 0 
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per to give a Vomit, and Ttkewile Clyſ- 
«ters but if the Complaints be not car- 
* ried off by this Method, let the Pati- 
ent be purged with Aſſes Milk boil- 
et (9) Sc. He orders Aſſes Milk, if 
neither the Vomiting nor Clyſters remove 
the Bitterneſs of the Mouth, and gripin g 
of che Belly for” the Cure of the Fever 
is- expected from a different Evacuation, 
as wy be ſeen in the Place quoted. 

* K Pleuriſy ought, for the moſt part, 
to be treated as a Phrenſy and Perip- 
© geumony. But if on the firſt ot ſe- 
&* cond Day the Stools are intitely bilious 
«-or {lightly fo, and in ſmall Quantity, 
« mject an Infuſion of Tpapſa by way 
. Clyſter; and if there are Stools in 
' the Night aftet it, ang the Day follow- 
ing Pais or Gripes, let the Ayer be 
e repeated. But if the Patient is of a 
„ hiltous Conſtitation, and ſhould not 
have been purged” within a ſhort Time 
«© before he was attacked by the Diſorder, 
let him have a Digs to carry off the 


9) De vid. in morb. acut. 356. | 
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c Bile, before he begins to. Nera 
© concocted Matter (1). | 

In Fevers we euld ame the 
_ « præcordia, whether they are painful or 
« ſwoln, or have any unevenneſs or ful- 
<« neſs, or if there be any Pain of the 
« Side, if that Pain be attended with a 
« flight Cough, or if the Patient be grip- 
<« ed, or has any Pain of the Belly; or 
«+ when any af theſe: Symptoms. appear 
« about the Præcordia, it is very condeni- 
« ent to give Clyſters, and for common 
Drink a Decoction of Water and Ho- 
_ « ney. warm (2). ; 
“ Pains-and Tumeun * che pre- 
cordia, if recent and without Inflam-- 
© mation, are removed by a rumbling 
& Noiſe about thaſe Parts, and more eſ- 
„ pecially if the Wind breaks off in go» 
« ing. to. Stool or making Water (33 
If a Pain ſeizeth the Parts that lie 
10 immediately below. the Diaphragm, 
« and doth. not extend. itſelf upward, to 
« the. Clavicle, the Patient ſhould be 

* gently purged with black Ellebore or 


(1) Lib. 3. de morb. 444. 
- (2) Do rat. vic. in mor . acut. 400. 
(3) Coac. Prænot. 
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Peplium; with the Ellebore mix Wild 


* Carrot, or Hartwort, or Cummin, or 


5 Aniſe, or ſome other aromatic; but 
e with the Peplium mix Aſafœtida. El- 
ce lebore is the beſt Purge about the Criſis, 
but Peplium is a greater Diſcuſſer of 
c Flatulencies; both of them aſſwage the 
above Pain, and ſo do many other 
<<. purging: Medicines, but theſe: more eſ- 
<< .pecially; the laxative Medicines alſo ' 
*<;which are given in Ptifans, and which 
e are not very diſagreeable, are BORD uſe 
<«.-likewiſe in this Caſe (4) N 
In a bilious Fever, when Fe Mouth 
ce jg freeſt from a bitter or nauſedus Taſte, 
ce but the Belly violently griped, give a 
r purging Medicine, and afterwards Aﬀes 
% Milk, or Whey, WN ater, or 
«ſomething of this kind (5). | 
c Spontaneous Vomiting | commonly 
* happens in Fevers on the unc qual Days, 
<«:and a Purging on the equal, provided 
e the Type of the Fever, and the Man- 
ay ner of 7 its Paroxylms be 50h as they 


0 Wa 8 in acut. 
(5) Lib. 2. de morb, 473. 
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e oughts; And when this is the Caſe, dis- 
ce Wok are generally of uſe. But when 
« the Paroxyſms return on the equal Days, 
ee the Vomiting happens. on the equal, and 
the Purging on the unequal. However, 
0 ſuch Fevers don't often, occur, . * 
© more difficultly removed (6). 
cc The Time for purging, cither upward 
< or; downward, is When the Matter is 
A prepared, and in a readineſs: tobe diſ- 
« char ged. - When the Matter is moyed 
$6 3 it is proper to give a Purge: 
This may.be known by the Patients be- 


10 che Head; and by che Abatement, of the 
* Heat, and going off. of the Parpxyſin. 
“ But a Vomit is to he given in the very 
8 Paroxyſm; for the Stomach and: neigh- 
* bouring Parts are, moſt, loaded and op- 


.« preſt;” When the Patient labours under 

the mne and Pain gf; the Head (7). 

A an:ardent Fever comes upon one 
ho has à looſe Belly, if a purging Me- 
* dicine is [thought propet, it ought not 


(6) De Humorib. 48. 
7) De Morb. abr. ld. 5. 1156. & & lib, 7 1446, 
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"to be given ori the 'three firſt Days, but 
on! te. fourth (B 
When the Matter tends eher, 
«it ought generally to be purged off by 
Stool; yet this ſhould not be done near 
4ihe"Crilis, but at a ſtance from it: 
e Violent Purges, however, are doch 
« proper in acute Fee (9). 
MWhen you have wie e purg- 
* ing Medicine in che beginnin of Fevers, 
* oo it before the fiſth Day, if "there's a 
«Rumnibling in the Belly; other wiſe it is 
"<Hetter not to give any: But if chere is, 
*« and the Stools are bilious, you ſhould 
uch purge With Stammony (1). 
From thefe Quotations we may collect, 
that the turgid Matter of Hæppocrates is 
ſomething offerfive to Nature, lodged in 
the firſt Paſſages; which may, for the 
moſt Part, be varried off by Vomiting 
and Purging: And it is not uncommon 
For this Matter itſelf, to irritate the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines, to make thoſe Diſ- 
charges by which it is expell d. Of this 
(8) De rat. vick. in morb. acut. 


De humorib. 
© Dem vie, in nord dent. 401. 
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Sort is, acrid/ yellow, green, and | ! ck 
Bile, and every other kind of ſour, putrick, 
the Cavity of the 8tomach or Bowels; 48 
likewiſe” Flatakencles dffeiding the” $0.” 
mach and Inteſtines. The Signs of turgit 


Matter about the Stotmach are,  univetfiP 


Wearineſs,a ſudden Weakneſs, Shivetings, 
a foul Tongue, a Bitterneſs in the Mouth, 
loathing of Food, Sicknefs at Stomach,” 
Uneaſinèſs about the Præcordia, and Tu- 
mours of the fame Part; which eaſily yielck 


to the Preſſure of the Fingers, Straftnefs 
and Oppreſfiott of the Breaſt, Pain of the 


Stomach; and Hkewiſe of the Side, below 
che Diaphragro, and css d withihi'the 
Ribs, but not inflammatory; (this is ſome- 
times termed by Hippotrates, a Pain of 


the Thorax, ard ſometimes a Pain of the © 


Side, not extending up'towards the Cla- 


vieles) à Coldneſs of the Extremities, Hes | 


vineſs and Paitt all over the Head, a Gid- 
dineſs, Miſts before the Eyes, Lowneſd of 
Spirits, Faintneſs, Tnquietude, Anxiety, 
teſtleſs Toffings, (provided there be no In- 
flammation). * When the'rurgid Matter is 
fituated below the Stomach, and infeſts 


| 88 
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vineſs of the Knees; Pain about, the Loins, 
Diſtention of the Bey, Rumblings, Gripes, 
liquid, clear, fetid and. acrid Stgols. Now ; 
all theſe bad Symptoms, and likewiſe the 
Fevers produced from the ſame Cauſe, 
cannot, de removed by any Art, till the 
turgid Matter be ſufficiently, alter d or ex- 
pelld by proper Evacuations. Therefore, 
according to the Precept of the greateſt 
Maſter in Phyfck, when, the 1 is 
torgid. in the Beginning of Feyem it mult. 
be purged off: If it has a Tendeocy up- 
Ward, it is to be diſcharged by Vomit; and 
if downyatd, by Stool; .; for, the morbid 
Matter is to be carried off the neareſt Way 
poffible, 2 ided it be convenient Heri 
Beſides in this, we follow Nature as our 
Guide : But it is by no means to be ex- 
pected, that by theſe Evacuations, Fevers 
which are crude will be brought to a. Cri- 
ſis 3 but there 1 is reaſon to hope, that thoſe 
grioyous Symptoms which indicate ĩhe tur- 
gid Matter, will be alleviatedʒ 35 whereby 
the Patients will be better able. to bear up 
under their F. ever, and the Feyer itſelf 
| will be ſooner Long to a Termination, 
ec: | . Af Thus 


— 
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Thus in the Caſe of Theotimus s: Wie, 
when in à ſemi-tertin Fever, Anxiety, 
Vomiting, and Shiverings, came on toes 
ther with the Fit, Hydromel was given 
ber; with which, when ſhe had vomited, 
the Shiverings and Anxiety leſt her (2). 

Moreover, I find Hippocrates approved 
of Purging in the Beginning of acute Diſ- 
caſes, in order to expel the morbid Matter 
from the internal Parts of the Body; for 
he gave purging Medicines-in, inflamma - 


tory Diſorders,” in order to] diſcharge the 


phlogiſtick Matter from the Parts affected: 
And in Inſlammations about the Regiom of 
the Head and Fauces, he never omits 
them; (but it is te be ohſer ved. that 
Hippoerates does not call thaſe Diſeaſes, 
ariſing from an Inflammation, Feyers). 
However, when a violent Fever, or an In- 
flammation of any particular Part, requires 
Bleeding; a Vein is always, to be opened 
ficſt; and after Wk; a Purge . ig 
ven. if neceflary. x. 

Hear the Words os our ok Maſter 
himſelf, 64 If a Patient is ill of a Quinſey, 
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ant a pleuritick Diſorder, give him a 
Furge; but if he has been weakened 
* by plentiful Blerdings, let a Clyſter be 
ae throvn up every third Day, till he is out 
K of Danger (3). When there's a Swel⸗ 
<« ling about the Priecordia, not vocaſion'd 
* by a Stoppage of the Wind; when the 
% Diaphragm performs: its Office with 
Difficulty and Pain; when the Breath- 
ing is laborious, with the Neck erect, 
and nothing at ell expcRorated, nor any 
* purulent Matter collected in the Lungs ; 
then the Liter is violently pain'd ; 
ec when there's a great Heavineſs in the 
«Spleen, or # conſtant intenſe Heat ſciz- 
ic eth any other inward Pari; when acute 
«Pains ſettle above the Dilphrigzes ! or 

& when any other Kind of inflammatory 
e“ Diforder has ſeized a Patient; if a Phy- 
te ſician ſhould at firſt order purging Me- 
« dicines, he will render the Diſtemper 
ce incurable : But in ſuch Caſes, Bleeding 
« is the principal Remedy z afterwards 
< Clyſters are to be given, unleſs the Diſ- 
i order be great and violent, and requires 


(3) De rat. vid. in morb. acut. 396. | | 
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 Parging(;. Which, after taking away. 
f Blood, ; ſhquld.be. attempted with Mo- 
« deration, and hy gentle Medicines, Eo 
« thoſe, who endeavour, to remove an In- 
e lammation at the Beginning by purging. 
0 Medicines, carry off nothing from the 
ce Part inflamed, ſince the phlogiſtick Mat- 
te ter cannot be diſladgęd whilſt the Dis, 
te eaſe is grude ; whereas, what remain'd 
ie within ip a healthy Condition, and made 
ee head againſt the Diſorder, 18 thereby 
* corrupted ; In conſtquence of this the 
* natural Strength i key ; a that the 
“ Diſcaſe gets the Superiority of Na ature, 


« and then the Caſt isdelperate () 
e Wherefore, in the Beginning of in- 


<< flammatory! Diſeaſes, it is not proper im- 


* mediately ta purge, but to wait till che 
60 Violence of the Inflammation is removed 
« by Bleeding, unleſs the turgid Matter be 
« very offenſive ; Then, indeed, Purging is 
© to be made = of as ſoon as poſſible, eſpe- 
_ «cially if the Fevers are of the moſt acute 
« Kind.; for in this Caſe Delays are dan- 


T ' gerous , 6 $).” But even then, if chere | 


benced of Bleeding, that i s by take Place ; 


Ibid. 
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for. Hippocrates was always afraid to bleed 
after Purging. Tis alfo equally: bad to 
defe Purging till the Fever is become vio- 
lent, and the Patients Strength almoſt worn 
out by the Diſcaſe, and the Crifis at hand; 
for during the Operation e of purging Medi- 
cines, (at leaſt "thoſe ſtrong Ones which 
the Antients uſed) the Fever is greatly 
augmented, the Body and Mind diſturbed, 
the Strength greatly diminiſhed, and the | 
critical Evacuation, if tending gone 
Way, diverted. | | 
For which prey that Interval i is . 
choſen for Purging at the beginning of the 
Diſeaſe, in which the Patient is moſt free 


from the Fever, On all theſe Accounts, 


if Feyers run bigber on the unequal Days, 
as they ought, and the Diſcaſe is not of 
the moſt acute Kind, the fourth Day is 


the moſt proper for Purging ; wherefore, 


that Da y is generally choſen by Hippo- 
Crates. Vet nqtwithſtanding this, a purg- 
ing Medicine may and ought to be given 
at any Time of the Diſeaſe, if Neceſſity 
requires, and the Strength of the Patient, 
{he Fever and its ns, Permit. 
1 
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For theſe are always more to be conſi- 
dered than the Time of the Diſeaſe. 
Vomits likewiſe are given. with greater 
Safety: after Bleeding, when, that is re- 
quired. Theſe ought to be given on the 
firſt Days. But this Evacuation uſually 
happens at the Beginning of a Paroxyſm; 
becauſe at this Time the bilious Humours 
flow more into the Stomach, which is 
diſtended, as well as the neighbouring Parts, 
with redundant Humours: For which Rea- 
ſon, unleſs the Diſtemper be very violent, 
a Vomit ought to be given at the Begin- 
ning of a Paroxyſm; or rather, perhaps, a 
little before it, ſo that the Operation may 
be over before the Paroxyſm comes on. 
- * But violent continual Fevers do not 
6 ſo commodiouſly admit of purging Me- 
c dicines, becauſe they have no free In- 
tte tervals. In theſe, therefore, we ought 
«© not to purge till the Fever begins to 
* xemit; but if it ſhould not remit, we 
e ought not to give 4 purging Medicine 
« within fourteen. Days; for when the 
e Patient's Fleſh, as well as the Viſcera 
* contained in the ſeveral Cavities of the 
fc Poly are violently hot, they imbihe 
«6 the 
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the Medicine, but are not purged by 
e it; Renee th Fever i augmented, the 
© Complexion” changed, and they: look 
* like Perſons in a Jaundice;; for the Bile 

n being moved and not purged off, the 
Patient has no Inclination either to eat 
«or drink, but loaths all Things, and 
generally dies (6).“ But this is to be 
expected: as I hinted before, from: the vio- 
uſe of, when not operating by Stool, they 
mix with the Blood. Moreover violent 
*Fevers and Inflammations very badly 
&« hear Parging, before: they have been 
<«. abated by Bleeding; and likewiſe acute 
e. Diſeaſes, where the Urine is thin and 
© limpid, eſpecially if attended with 
Watchings, Giddinefs, or Pulſations ir 
* the Head (7); for by Purging, the U- 
rine is prevented from concocting, and 
the Fever will run on without Sweats, or 
any other Criſis; and ſo continue, pro- 
vided it be not fatal, a great deal the lon- 
ger. Purging is kewiſe to be avoided, 
where a bitter meg in hey te ewe a 
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Coldneſs of the Extremities, or any other 
Symptoms indicate corrupted Humours 
to de lodged in the Stomach; for the 
neareſt Euit for theſe is upwards through 
the Mouth. Purging is alſo very impro- 
perly uſed, where a Coldneſs of the Ex- 


tremities preſages an approaching Pa- 


Belly are thin and emaciated (8); but in 
Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, after digeſted: Mat- 
ter begins to be expectorated, it is fatal; 
for it puts a Stop to Expectoration, where- 
by the Patient, about the Time the Criſis 
was expected, is ſuffocated (9). Laſtly; 
every artificial Evacuation which obſtructs 
Nature, when ſhe is herſelf endeavouring 
to make a beneficial DO is of _ 
bag Conſequence. -/ - 
| When, therefore, it is * 3 
to give a Purge, and any of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances forbid Purging, we muſt have 
recourſe to Clyſters. This Remedy is ne- 
ver dangerous; for in violent Fevers, in 
the Paroxyſms, and at the Beginning of 
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roxyſm. It is likewiſe very dangerous to 
thoſe, where the Parts about the lower 
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the Diſeaſe, and near the Crifis ; Nay, even 
when. a critical Evacuation begins to ap- 
pear, this Remedy may be adminiſter- 
ed (1). But Hippocrates did not confine 
the Uſe of Glyſters only to the evacuating 
thoſe Humours which are turgid about 
the Abdomen, and to the drawing off re- 
dundant Humours from the ſuperior 
Parts; but he ordered them likewiſe with 
a View of abating the Fevers themſelves. 
a Peripneumony, ſays he, we ought 
e to keep the Belly lax the firſt four or 
« five Days, or ſome what more than lax, | 
* to the End the Fever may be kept down 
and the Symptoms mitigated * But 
hen the Patient has been weakened 
« by Evacuations, the Belly ſhould be re- 
e laxed every third Day; ſo that the up- 
« per Parts may be kept free from re- 
© dundant Humours, but the natural 
Strength not impaired ; For if a Quan- 
ei tity of Humours flows downward after 
e the fifth Day, the upper Parts are dried, 
0 Expectoration i is ſtopt, and a Suffoca- 
te tion brought on: The Belly therefore, 


(x) As appears from the forecited Places, 


e ought 
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| © ought;not to; be kept very coſtive, leſt 
cc the Febers become acute, nor too lax, 
_ © leſt Expectoration be ſtapt, and the Pa- _ 
6 tient's Strength waſted (2). 80 that 
on ode Hand the Violence of the Fever 
is tos be conſidered, on the other the 
Strength of the Patient, and the critical 
Evacuation; if. Nature is ſeaſonably eridea- 
vouring to promote any; for this forbids 
purging, Staols, - the other requires them: 
Cireumſtances, a prudent Phyſician will 
eaſihy judge when Clyſters are expedient. 

-. Mortayer, Clyſters have different Effects, 
being eon pOunded of different Ingredi- 
ents : Thoſe of an emollient Nature 
cleanſe aud foment the lower Part of the 
Inteſtines; if acrid, they: draw from the 
ſuperior Parts; ſo that a treble Doſe of à 
purging Medicine given by way of Clyſter, 
will ; operate almoſt as ſtrongly as if the 
ame was ſwallowed in à proper Quantity. 
From what has been ſaid before, we may 


judge of what Ingredients a Clyſter ought 
to be cmpaſed, when there is one re- 
quired; | Mirage has dt. il A 15 

Ul pg 


plexy, he orders very ſharp Clyſters, 
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AHretæus, who was inferior to none but 
Hippocrates, both in the Art of Healing 
and Writing, purſued the Method of his 
Preceptor fo cloſely; that Boerbuuve 
thought he took moſt of his Matter from 
Hippocrates. He always orders the In- 
teſtines to be kept empty in acute ſever- 
iſn Diſeaſes; when that was his only 
View, the Compoſition of his Clyſters was 


of an emollient Nature, as a Decoction of 


Linſeed, Fænugreck and Mallows : This 


hei directs in inflammatory Diſorders about 
$ the Heart, and the Vena cava, Some 


times, indeed, when beſides barely pro- 


P the road Roralton 


of Matter from ſome ſuperior affected 
Part, or a Diſcharge: of Flatulencies from 
the Precordia, as in the Cure of a Phren- 
ſy and Peripneumony, he made perpetual 
uſe of ſtimulating Suppoſitories, or acrid 
Liniments. But if the Patient continued 
coſtive for ſome: Time, he injected Hy- 
dromel, Oyl, and Nitre. In an Apo- 


which, beſides ' Nitre;/ contain a Quantity 
of Euphorbium and Colocynth. He like- 
wiſe gives purging Medicines after Bleed- 


ing, 
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ing, in order to allay Joflanamations;: ag 
in an Angina. He alſo preſcribes evace- 
ating and purging Medicines to be uſed 
in * 1 N. _— 1 Cr- 
ee eme 
School of :Erafftratus, from Hrppocrares 
down to-4felepiades,' made it -2 \conftant 
Nule to purge off the morbid Matter: by 


Stool. But though ſalpiades: forhore 


giving purging Wedicines, yet he kept 
the Belly lax with proper Food ant 
Drinks; and in almoſtcovery Diſcaſe;' not 
often indeed, but once or twice procured 
a Diſcharge by Chyſteri(4). This Re- 
"© medy he made uſe of if the Head avas 
e heavy; if there were Miſts before:the 
Eyes, if there was a:Cholick, or Mains 
*in che Jotver Part of the · Belly, or jjuſt 
above the) Hips; if chere was any bili- 
ons. Mattet over. loading the Stamach, 
or if any ſlimy or :vratery — 
© were:lagged there, if the Winti did not 
break off ea, Han. Er 


* Wee eee t. cap 
00 r 2. 2 2 12, n 3. 4. 
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, neous (Diſcharge downwards, if the | 
«Faces ſtopt near the Anus; of. if the 
0 Wind when it paſſed off was fetid, or 
if the Stools were corrupt and putrid, 
« or if the firſt Abſtinence had .not re- 
e moved the Fever, or if the Patient's 

en would not bear Bleeding when 
e neceſſary, or if the Time for it was 
& elapſed; or if he had drank hard be- 
«fon the Attack of the Diſeaſe, . or if 


et ſrom having frequent purging Stools, 
e either naturally or by Accident, - he 


ee ſuddenly became coſtive. But it is 
er to che obſerved that Clyſters are not to 
be: uſed befare the third Day, nor when 
ec any Crudity is ſabſiſting in the Sto- 
mach, nor when the Patient is infirm, 

ett und has been exhauſted by a long Sick- 
et neſs, nor where the natural Evacuation 
| tt is. ſufficient, nor where the; Stools are 
:*-looſe;' nor in the Height of the Pa- 
meg becauſe what is then injected 
24: will 'be retained; and getting up in the 
Head, makes the Danger greater: But 
N 8 "NPR Patient ought to uſe Abſtinence the 
before, that he may be prepared 

ith 105 ſuch a Remedy; ; and * ſame 
οẽ - « Day 
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% Day a few Hours before the Clyſter, 
te to drink warm Water to moiſten the 
e ſuperior Parts; if weak Clyſters are ſuf- 
ce ficient, uſe warm Water; if ſomewhat 
e ftropger, Hydromel ; if emollient ones 
ec are-required, take the Decoction of Fe- 
„ nugreek, Barley or Mallows. Of the 
* acrid kind is Sea-water or other Water 


«with Salt diſſolved in it, both are the 


< better for being boil'd, and may be made 


© more acrid, by an Addition of Oy], Nitre 
e or Honey. The more acrid it is the 


„more it will bring off, but the Patient 
** will not ſo eaſily bear it (5).“ ; 
In this Affair Aſclepiades uſed a vaſt 
deal of Caution, and indeed a great deal 
was neceſſary, when by an abſolute faſt 
of three entire Days, the Patient's Veſſels 


bad been emptied, his Juices conſumed, 


and his Strength waſted by that, as well as 
by being continually expos'd to the Light 
and kept waking ; for thoſe who have been 


weaken'd by ſuch a Method, can but 


poorly bear any great Evacuations by Stool. 


Wherefore all who followed Aſelepiades 


| (5) Celſus loc, citar, 
1 
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in his Method of Diet, have condemned 
purging Medicines, and refrained from 
frequent and acrid Clyſters. As may be 
ſeen in Celſus and Cælius Aurelianus. But 
Chry/ippus, the Preceptor of Erafiſtratus 
was the firſt of all who threw afide Bleed- 
ing and Purging becauſe he was perſuaded, 
that the Body was altogether as well emp- 
tied by faſting as it was by the uſe of the 
Remedies (6). 
Vomiting likewiſe in thoſe Fevers which | 
proceed from Bile was judg'd neceſſary by 
Celſus; he therefore thought it uſeful to 
all thoſe. who were ſeized with Shivers and 
Tremblings, before the Paroxyſms, to thoſe 
who had a Cholera, and likewiſe to thoſe 
who were delirious, and at the ſame Time 
diſpoſed to Mirth. But he tells us there's 
no need of the rougher Medicines; and 
from the ſame Author we learn, that 
when any kind of Matter is vitiated and 
corrupted, *tis beſt to expel it the neareſt 
Way we can, therefore when there arc 
bitter Belchings with a Pain and Load at 
the Stomach, we muſt immediately have 


(6) Galen de V. S. advers. Eraſiſtr. 


recourſe 
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tecourſe to vomiting, which is likewiſe 


bſeful, if the Patient be troubled with 
heart-burning, and his Mouth runs with 
Water, or he be fick at Stomach, or if 
he has a noiſe in his Ears, or his Eyes be 
moiſt and watry, ot his Mouth bitter (7): 
Theſe gentle Methods ate, tis true, ſafer 
than the more violent ones uſed by the 
Antients: But then it muſt be conſider d, 
that as they are attended with no Dan- 
ger, fo the Benefit received from them is 
ks; nor can a violent Diſeafe be cired 
without as violent àa Remedy. But I (hall 
more largely explain arid confirm the Pre- 
cepts of Hippocrates, which relate to the 
purging: off the turgid Matter in Fevers 
frotn the Obſervations of the Moderns, 

In that Fever which Sydenbam thought 
the moſt genuine of any which had fallen 
under his obſervation; and "Hippocrates = 
wou'd cettainly hive called a bilions Fe- 
ver, The Patient was extremely ill, had 
%a cotiffant Inclination to vomit, his 
* Tongue was black and dty; there was a 
* great and ſudden fallure of Strength, a 


(3) Calf. Lib. 1. Cap. 3. 40 15 2. Cap. 18. 
| L 2 © Drinefs 
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@ Drineſs of the Skin, the Urine in all 
te was either turbid or clear, both of which 
te are Signs of Crudity. In the Declenſion 
* of the Diſeaſe a Diarrhæa came on, un- 
« leſs the Phyſician took care to prevent 
te it in the Beginning, whereby the Diſeaſe 
became more ſtubborn, and afflicted the 
Patient longer, but its proper Nature 
«2nd Genius was ſuch, that it ſeldom 
“continued beyond the 14thor 2 1ſt Day, 
e at which Time a Sweat coming on, or 
te rather a gentle Moiſture of the Skin put 
&« an End to the Diſeaſe. 

The Method of Cure was this Where 
< the Fever is violent, and the Patient 
« , young and ſtrong, the firſt. Remedy 
« (fays our Author) I make uſe of is 
a Bleeding. After Bleeding, 1 carefully 
40 enquire whether the Patient has vo- 
e mited, or had any Urgings to vomit 
« when the Fever came on. If he bad, 
«] then order a Vomit, unleſs; the Pati- 
e ent's tender Age, or ſome. remarkable 
c Weakneſs forbids. it. Certainly to give 
« a Vomit, when ſuch Inclination. to vo- 
«« miting bas preceded, is ſo abſolutely ne- 
Wo. er. that unleſs the Humour occaſion- 


n | King 
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ing it be evacuated, it will lay a Foun- 
te dation fot many dangerous Symptoms, 
© which greatly perplex the Phyficiandur- 
i ing the whole Time of the Cure, and 

put the Patient in no ſmall Danger of 
e his Life. The chief and moſt uſual of 
e theſe is a Diarrhæa, which for the moſt 
« Part appears in the Declenſion of the Fe- 
« ver, if Emetics were omitted when there 
« was a plain Indication for them. Forin 
the Progreſs of the Fever, when Na- 
ture has ſomewhat ſubdued the malig- 
« nant Humour in the Stomach, and car- 
&© ried" it downward into the Inteſtines, 
« they are ſo fretted by the continual Flux 
« of an acrid Humour from this Fountain 
« in the Stomach, that 'tis-impoſſible but 
4 Diarrhæa muſt enſue. And the Dan- 
& ger in ſuch a Sort of Diatrhæa conſiſts in 
te this, that the Patient being already much 
c eakenꝰ d by the Diſeaſe, is hereby ren 
« dered ſtill weaker 3 beſides, the gentle 
Sweats which uſe to terminate thoſe Fe- 
vers, are _ man nenen quite * 

« vented. , 
And to remove all Doubt that this 
Humour lucking in the Stomach, un- 
L 3 a« * 
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e leſs it be diſcharged by vomiting, will in 
** a ſhort Time after produce this Trage- 
dy, I mean à Diarrbœa, you will al- 
« ways find upon Enquiry, if at any Time 
a Diarrhea accompanies this Fever, that 
the Patient inglin'd to vomit in the be- 
* ginning of the Diſeaſe, and no Vomit 
tc was given. You'll likewiſe find that 
* though the Inclination to vomit bath 

te been long ſince over, yet upon giving an 

* Emetic the Diarrhea will for the moſt 
« Part ceaſe, . 

* The Emetic which I ——— pre- 
4 ſcribed was Infus. Croc. Metallor, zvi 
„ Oxym, Scillit. Syr. ſcabios. comp. . 42. 
6456 ach u l Way is one af che 
s poughelt Sort.) | 2 
have often md FRIE it came 
te to paſs that the Patients ſhould find fo 
** great Relief from hence; for after the 
te Vomit was over, thoſe ſevere Symptoms, 
e Sickneſs at Stomach, Anxiety, Reſt- 
« leſneſs, deep Sighings, Blackneſs of 
Tongue, Se. . which tormented them 
ce and terrified their Attendants, . did uſu- 
[1 _ abate * AY and the Patient 
— 41 is | Ar 208 came > 


9 en, 
4 . 
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80 commonly bore the Remainder of the 
<« Diſcaſe with good Spirit. 

« A Vomit ought to be given in the 
cc very Beginning of the Fever, if we 
« cou'd have our Choice; for by this 
« Means we ſhould guard againſt thoſe 
< terrible Symptoms which owe their Riſe ' 
« to the vitiated redundant Humours lodg- 
ed in the Stomach and Parts adjoining, 
e nay, and what is more, very likely cruſh 
< the Diſeaſe in its Infancy, which other- 
<« wiſe wou'd increaſe and be protracted 
te to the great Danger of the Patient, the 
e Diſeaſe being nouriſhed by thoſe mor- 
bid Humours which are either tranſ- 
* mitted in Subſtance through the Veſſels, 
e and ſo are mixed with the Blood, or 
« being greatly corrupted and Anda en- 
* venom'd by their long Stay in the firſt 
© Paſſages, do from thence communicate 

« their malignant Effluvia to the Blood 
te as it is paſſing by. Of this we have an 
«Inſtance in the Cholera Morbus, for if 
we unſeaſonably ſtop the Vomiting in 
< that Diſeaſe, the acrid and corrupt Hu- 
© mours IH ought to have been eva- 
« cuated, being by this Means pent in, 

L4 do 
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do exert their Force and Fury on the 
Blood, and Kindle up a Fever, which 
« as 'tis wont to be of a malignant Na- 
«ture, and attended with very dangerous 
C Symptoms, fo it can hardly be removed 
without giving an Emetic, though the 
Patient have then no Propenhion t o vo- 
os mit. | 
But if it ſhou'd happen, as it fre- 
C quently does, that we are called in too 
< late, and have not an Opportunity to 
give a Vomit in the beginning of the 
7, Fever, yet ſurely I ſhould think it neceſ- 
e fary to do it at any Time of the Diſeaſe, 
4 provided the Patient's Strength will bear 
W it. 
Un « To allay the Hurry occaſion d by che 
* Vomit in Fevets, an Opiate is neceſſary. 
The Vomiting being over, if it ſhould 
ce be farther neceſſary to leſſen the Vio- 
% lence of the Fever, I order a Clyſter 
* the Day after the Vomit, and if the 
' «© Efferveſcence of the Blood be too 
© great, I repeat it every Day, or every 
other Day, as the Caſe requires, even 
« to the tenth Day of the Diſeaſe. But 
* if the Patient has loſt a * Quantity 
| l as 
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« of Blood, or is of an advanced Age, 1 
«. then teftain from Clyſters, even tho! 
ce the Efferveſcence of the Blood ſhould | 
be very great; for tis to be feared they 
« will abate the Force of the Blood to 
e ſuch a Degree as to render Nature in- 
capable of expelling the Diſeaſe by a 
« proper Criſis. But after the roth Day 
« when by theſe proper Eyacuations the 
Patient is out of Danger with regard to 
« thoſe Symptoms which are occaſion 'd 
4 by too great an Ebullition, ] take care 
« to keep him coſtive; and Things at 
« that Time tending towards a Separation, 
« I thipk warmer cordial Medicines ought 
e to be more liberally indulged, by which 
* Concottion is promoted, and a Criſis 
« ſooner brought on, which by ſuch a 
Method generally happens about the 
«© 14th Day. But if cooling Medicines 
have been uſed too late, and by their 
Means the Efferveſcence is leſſen'd, tis 
no wonder if the Fever runs to the one 
e and twentieth Day, and in weak Con- 
'« ſtitutions, ill treated, much longer. 
«« 'This is moreover worthy of Obſerva-. 
* tion, it ſometimes happens that by the 
cc Uſe 
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* Uſe of Clyſters, or other purging Me- 
« dicines, unſeaſonably preſcribed, about 
*« the Declenſion of the Diſcaſe, the Pa- 
< tient ſeems to be a little relieved, nay 
ce ſometimes to be perfectly freed from all 
te feyeriſh Symptoms; yet a Day or two 
« after you ſhall perceive a new Fever to 
* be kindled, which will run the ſame 
« Courſe as the former, unleſs it happens 
« to change into an Intermittent (8).” 
I have quoted thus much from Syden- 
| — becauſe he ſo exactly conforms to 
the Method uſed by Hippocrates, that 
one might ſwear he had taken it from 
him; or if he did not (as is generally 
| imagined) 'tis more than probable that 
both learned their Art from the ſame 
Miſtreſs, Viz. Nature. 
But to purſue the Advantages of this 
Method ſomewhat farther, I ſhall ſhow 
what ill Conſequences flow from neg- 
lecting to purge off the turgid Matter or 
injudiciouſſy attempiing it. 
Ina thoſe Years wherein the Fevers de- 
ſcribed by Sydenham were Epidemical 


* (8) De febr. Contin. An. 1661. Kc. 


* in 
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in England, almoſt the ſame Kind 
| ſeized on abundance of People at Piſe 
in "J/aly, and were generally mortal. 
Borelli- has given us this Account of 
them; "© Theſe Fevers much reſem- 
* bling  Gmple Tertians generally begin 
« with'a Heavineſs of the Head, Pain of 
the Stomach, Bitterneſs of the Mouth; 
< on the 7th Day the Fever does not in- 
* termit, on the 11th it becomes malig- 
* nant, and where a Diarrhza does not 
c follow, they die ſometimes before, and 
* ſometimes after the 14th Day. And 
ce indeed a Diarrhza does not ſet them 
« out of Danger, unleſs it diſcharges a 
te Quantity of Bile, Moreover, not only 
* in thoſe Fevers, but in all other Diſea- 
| * ſes, which are now commen, no one 
* has recovered without a Diarrhea, ei- 
* ther natural or procured by Art, Great 
« Numbers of People who had no Fever, 
* complained of a Bitterneſs in the Mouth. 
ein §ſour dead Bodies at whoſe Difſect. 
tion I was preſent, we perceived no re- 
* markable Diſorder in the Lungs, except 


* a Drineſs which perhaps was cauſed by 
W the Heat of the Fever; in other Reſ- 
* peels 


156 Of Purging and V. amiting. 
<« pects they appeared quite ſound. In 
te like, Manner the Meſentery with its 
tf, Glands, were neither putrid nor cor- 
te rupt, as was ſuſpected; the Subſtance 
« of the Liver likewiſe and Spleen was no 
* Way diſordered. -. Only the Gall Blad- 
der was remarkably turgid, and the Sto- 
mach alſo abounded with the ſame bi- 
« lious Humour, and in ſome the Inteſ- 
« tines were found tinged: with a yellow 
« Colour. This is the whole of what has 
« .been hitherto . obſerved in-/ thoſe who 
# have died of the Diſeaſe, . All of em 
£ were very thirſty, and had a Pain in 
« the Belly. Some who had a Delirium, 
« «< Bitterneſs.in the Mouth, Vomitings and 
„great Reſtleſneſs, were 2 by a 
— 1100 70 
„ plain, Bleediog:. was — no aſe 
40 4 for none who. died were loſt for Want 
of it, nay even repeated to the third 
Time. Nor were Bliſters more ſervice- 
& able, for all were carried to their Graves 
ec with their Arms, Feet, and other Parts 
e ulcerated. Large Evacuations by purg- 
** ing Medicines were not tried with us, 
therefore we can't ſay what good Effect 
190 7 «c © they 
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* they might have produced. But we en- 
e deavour'd to correct the Bile with Spi- 
e rits of Vitriol and Sulphur, and to draw 
« jt downwards by the Help of Clyſters, 
« and ſometimes we ventured to give a 

« gentle purging Medicine; if by them 
ce a Quantity of Bile was diſcharg'd, there 
ce was ſome Hope, if little or none, there 
te was Reaſon for Fear. This appears 
from the Hiſtory of Antonius; for when 
ce he was purged, the Phyſician was con- 
* cern'd becauſe he did not perceive thoſe 
Effects which he expected from his Me- 
« dicines; but afterwards a great Quan- 
« tity of Bile being diſcharg'd by Stool, 
« and fo likewiſe the Day after by ano- 
« ther Clyſter, he became free and cheer- 
é ful, his Head was clear, and the n 
< abated (9).“ 

How improper. Bleedings and Buer 
were to evacuate the corrupted Humours 
lodged: about the Stomach, is plain to 
every one. Clyſters likewiſe avail but lit- . 


tle, or even what they call gentle purging. 


Medicines, to diſcharge the Bile from the 


(9) Ex Epiſt Borell in Oper. Poſthum, Malphigh. 
261 : | Gall 
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Gall Bladder; but if Nature had already 
conveyed it into the Inteſtines, they wou'd 


| 5 then, no doubt, have been of uſe to carry 


it downwards; but this was not always 
the Caſe, and many died notwithſtanding 
the Uſe of this Remedy, and even upon 
this very Account, becauſe they did not 
plentifully evacuate the Bile. For upom 
the Diſcharge of this, ſolely depended the 
Cure, I'm ſurprized indeed that thoſe 
very ingenious men, Malpigbi and Borelli, 
ſo well ſkilled in the Diſſection of human 
Bodies, and ſo knowing of the Uſe of its 
Parts, ſhou'd never once think of preſſing 
out the Bile from the Gall Bladder (when 
they found that the whole Diſeaſe was con- 
fined to the -Bile) by a Vomit, which at 
the fame Time would diſcharge it from 
the Stomach. Surely 'tis reaſonable to 
think from the Hiſtory, of the Diſeaſe, 
that many died thro' a neglect of an E- 
metic. But tis more ſurprizing that none 
of their Phyſicians had learn't from Hip- 
pocrates (whoſe Name is in every Phyſi- 
cian's Mouth) to diſcharge the turgid 
Matter in this Fever, by a proper Evacu- 
ation. 


2 But 
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But ſometimes other Humoors beſides 
the Bile become turgid, and produce as 
bad Effects. Thoſe Diſeaſes which afflict 
and deſtroy the greateſt Part of Infants, 
owe their Riſe to an acid Humour lurk- 
ing about the Prime Vie according to 
Dr. Harris, and his Method Phyficians 
happily follow in the Cure of theſe Diſ- 
eaſes, by giving alcaline Medicines to cor 
rect the Acid, and then afterwards carry- 
ing it downwards by Stool. When the 
turgid Matter is acid, the Stomach and 
adjacent Parts are afflited with ſharp Pains, 
or the Belly with Gripes. 

Corrupted Pituita likewiſe may infeſt 
the Stomach and Inteſtines, as is evident 
in that Diſeaſe call'd the Colica Damnoni- 
orum. For which Reaſon, and on Ac- 
count of the near Affinity which it has 
in ſome Reſpectis with another Diſorder 
hereafter to be treated of, I ſhall not 
think it much to give a brief Deſcription 
of it, as it is related by an Author who 
has greatly merited of his Country. 

This Diſeaſe appears every Autumn 
ce in Devonſtire and Cornwal, but in ſome 
„ Years tis very epidemical; when it is 

| © moſt 
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tt moſt ſo, it ſeizes none but ſuch as have eat 


« plentifully of Apples, or drank great 
* Quantities of new Cyder; thoſe. who 
« are Coſtive ſuffer moſt ſeverely. = 
« It began with a violent Pain of the 
* Stomach and upper Part of the Belly, a 
ce weak and unequal Pulſe, a cold Sweat, 
* the Tongue was furr'd with a greeniſh 
tc or dark Mucus, and the Breath exceed- 
e ingly fetid; theſe Symptoms were ſuc- 
ce ceeded by an enormous Vomiting of 
ce green and ſometimes black Bile, which 
*« was always accompany'd with a great 
© Quantity of Pituita, exceedingly acid 
te and very viſcid. After this had conti- 
t nued one or two Days, the Patient be- 
ce came very coſtive, and then the Vo- 
« miting abating, the Pain got lower 
* down and griped ſeverely about the 
% Navel, and afterwards ſeized the Spine 
of the Back and Loins; when the 
« Gripes of the Belly weat off, the Pains 
* increaſed about the Spine, and ſpread 
« all over the Back, ſo high up as the 
« Shoulders, and ſoon after ſeizing, the 
Arms, it generally fixed on the Joints, 
"oF . intire ly deſtroyed the Uſe of the 
8 Hands; 


— 
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ie Hands the Thighs and Legs at the ſame 
« Time ſuffered the ſame Tortures. Whilſt 
« the Diſeaſe was paſſing from the Inteſ- 
& tines to the Limbs, the Pulſe had a 
© ftronger Vibration, and the Patients 
« were ſlightly feveriſh. In this State of 
* the Diſeaſe; ſome were delirious, and 
« ſuch made limpid Urine, and if thro' 
e the whole Courſe of the Diſeaſe, the 
te Water was pale and without Sediment 
te the Patient was generally ſeized with 
% Convulſions, a Delirium or a Palſy of 
te the Hands. When the Diſeaſe had once 
* ſeized the Limbs; plentiful, ſtinking ſour 
te Sweats mitigated their Pains, and if any ; 
&« Pain of the Belly yet remained, it vas 
« niſh'd upon the coming on of thoſe 
& Sweats, But nctwithſtanding a plenti- 
& ſul Sweat, ſome had their Hands ren- 
&* dred paralytick. Sometimes there came 
* out with a kindly Sweat, many red 
* itching Puſtules alt over th: Body, and 
te then all the Pains ſoon vaniſh'd. This 
&« indeed was the moſt favourable Criſis; 
4 but far more frequently the Colic Pains 
ee were ſucceeded by a Rheumatiſm, and 
* the Rheumatiſm by the Pains of the 
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« Bowels, and thus for a long while they 
© alternately afflicted the poor Patient, 
te the Diſeaſe ſometimes ſeizing on the 
e Limbs, and ſometimes on the Inteſ- 
ce tines. Some, tho' but a few who were 
* a long Time ſeverely handled by the 
« Diſcaſe, were taken with Epileptic fits 
« and died. 
In order to aſſuage the violent Pains, 
e Bleeding was tried and found to be of 
ce no manner of Service, but it brought 
on great Faintneſs: The beſt Remedy 
* was a Vomit given every other Day, and 
e ſometimes repeated to the fourth Time, 
by Means of which the greateſt part of 
ce tough pituitous Matter accumulated a- 
e bout the Stomach and upper Part of the 
* the Inteſtines was evacuated and the 
cc corrupted Bile entirely carried off. Some- 
times as ſoon as the Vomiting was end- 
« ed, the Pains of the Limbs would ceaſe, 
ce at leaſt for a Time. When the Stomach 
« is ſettled after vomiting which may be 
ce ſoon effected by Paregoricks, purging Me- 
* decines with Opiates muſt immediately 
ce be given and repeated often; for if any 
cc other Diſeaſe requires "EP purging 
3 % and 
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te and the Belly to be long kept looſe, 
*«© this certainly doth, Moreover to cure 
te the Diſorder which is got into the Blood, 
« we muſt dilute plentifully ; and promote 
tc copions Sweats. (So far Dr. Huxam) (1). 

In this Diſeaſe tis plain to every one 


that the morbid Matter firſt affects the 


Stomach and then the Inteſtines; from 
whence the vitiated Juices are conveyed 


into the Blood, and afterwards ſeize the 


Joints, whete they particularly affect the 
Nerves; afterwards theſe ſame Humours 


are rendred fit to paſs off thro* the Skin; 


for Sweats and red itching Puſtules termi- 
nate the Diſeaſe. The Urine alſo where 
the Sediment is large, carries off ſomething 
of it. The corrupted Pituita in this Diſ- 
eaſe, on Account of the acid Acrimony it 
is impregnated with from the Apples, pro- 
duces ſome particular Symptoms. But 
without the Uſe of Apples or acid Fruits, 
a feculent ſlimy Matter is frequently col- 
lected about the Stomach and Inteſtines. 
Every one converſant in Medicine hath 
doubtleſs obſerved what great Quantities 


(i) J. Huxam in Opuſcul. de Colic. Damnon. 
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of this Pituita or Slime have been diſcharg- 


ed by Vomits given to thoſe who have a 


weak Stomach and bad Digeſtion. And 


tis well known that ſteel Medecines will 


not paſs into. the lacteal Veſſels of Girls in 


the Green · ſickneſs, till the Prime Vie 
have been cleagſed from the Pituita. That 


tis poſſible for this Matter to be corrupted, 
no one will deny, but that from hence 
flow nervous Fevers are frequently pro- 
duced, ſcarce any one I believe will eafily 
admit (becauſe the Hypotheſis is new). 


But the Hiſtory of that Diſeaſe, and the 
Symptoms which accompany it, have 
made it at leaſt probable to me. 


For flow Fevers are moſt frequent in 
Climates inclining tocold, in a moiſt Con- 
titution of the Air, and about damp marſhy 


Places, They viſit thoſe moſtly, who are 


naturally weakly, or who are rendred fo 


by Grief or any other Accident; and alſo 
thoſe who live upon a depraved crude Diet, 


' eſpecially if they eat plentifully of Melons 


and Cucumbers. The fame Sort of people 
accuſtomed to the ſame Way of living, 


* if ſubject to be coſtive, are in 


particularly 
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Germany afflicted with the miliary Fever 
(2). And 'tis very remarkable, that in 
Scotland about Dumfries, when flow. ner- 
vous Fevers were moſt epidemical, not 
one was ſeized who lived well, and drank 
freely of Wine (3). And very few be- 
ſides the lower Claſs of People are ſeized 
with the ſpotted Fever which i is NOW g- 
ing with us, 

In ſome the Diſorder comes on very 
gradually; they loath their Food, or elſe 
badly digeſt it, and their Spirits flag be- 
fore the Fever makes any viſible Attack; 
but for the moſt Part they are ſeized at 
the beginning, with Night Shiverings and. 
gentle Heats, which return at no certain 
times; theſe are attended with Wearineſs, 
Drowſineſs and Vawnings; ; afterwards 
come on. an Oppreſſion of the Præcordia N 
Sickneſs and Heavineſs or Giddineſs of he 
Head, The Pulſe is frequent, and gene- 


rally weak and irregular. There's never 


any remarkable 1 but whilſt the ſu- 


14 4 


00 Medic. Eſſays. T. 4. Art. 23. 5 
-W. Hoffman, Med, rat. ſyſt. T. 4. 8. 1. Cap. c 9. 
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Afterwards as the Diſorder creeps on, 2 
Diarrhœa comes upon ſome with Gripes, 
and many have partial Sweats (with which, 
the Diſeaſe is not at all abated) and a great 
Weakneſs of Body: In all, the Diſtem- 
per daily affects the Head more and more, 
till at laſt they don't care either to ſpeak 
or move, but are either exceſſively ſleepy, 
or ſurprizingly watchful and reſtleſs; they 
talk madly; there's a ſubſultus of the 
Tendons, cold and inconſtant Sweats, 
which ſometimes are very profuſe and 
clammy, and before their Death frequent- 
ly very cold; they fumble about the Bed- 
cloaths, and pick. as it were Straws, and 
have a ſmall creeping Pulſe; at the laſt, 
perpetual cold Sighs indicate that Death is 
nigh. The Tongue in theſe Fevers is 
furr'd with a whitiſh Mucus, and appears 
moiſt, except in the middle Fart, where 
it is dark and dry. The Urine is general- 
ly pale, at leaſt not of a higher Colour 
than it ought to be in perfect Health; 
ſometimes i it is lim pid, at other times black- 
iſh, and often drops a ragged whitiſh Se- 
diment. 


A plenty 
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A plenty of red florid Puſtules, or tur- 
gid miliary Eruptions appearing in the 
State of the Diſeaſe is a good Omen, eſ- 
pecially if there is a conſtant plentiful Spit- 
ting, or a large thick Sediment in the 
Urine. But ſometimes when the firſt Crop 
of miliary Puſtules is over, a ſecond Erup- 
tion comes on, and this 1s ſometimes re- 
peated again and again, for the Space of 
ſeveral Weeks; then indeed the Fate of 
the Patient is very dubious. A gentle Di- 
arrhœa towards the Cribs is frequently of 
uſe, and more frequently a kindly warm 
| Sweat equally diffuſed over all the Body. 
When a compleat Criſis comes on, the 
Pulſe is full, ſtrong and regular, and if it is 
not ſo, the Patient ſeldom recovers, or at 
leaſt relapſes. The ſame thing concern- 
ing the Pulſe was obſerv'd by Hoffman in 
the miliary Fever (4). This indeed is pe- 
culiar to theſe Fevers; for in acute and ar- 
dent Fevers, where the Præcordia are not 
affected, the Pulſe before the Criſis is very 
full and ſtrong, but after it weaker and 
calmer. 


(4) Med. 954. r. 4. 8. 1. Cap. 9, S. 6, 
M 4 A flow 
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A flow nervous Fever is always fatal, 
where there's an Appearance of black Aph- 
the, dark Petectriæ, or black Spots, eſ- 
pecially if attended with a dark, black 
or colliquative Diarrhœa or greaſy Sweats. 
This is the Deſcription of the flow Fe- 
ver (5); all things tending towards bring- 
ing it on are well known tq load the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines with cold flimy Mat- 
ter. And almoſt every Symptom which 
attends the Fever in the beginning, is laid 
down by Hippocrates among the Signs of 
turgid Matter, except the Pulſe, which he 
always neglected; but Galen remarks that 
a ſmall irregular Pulſe, is a Sign of the 

Stomach's s being overcharged with crude 
Humours (6). In this Diſeaſe likewiſe as 
in the Colic before mentioned, the firſt 
Part of the Tragedy is acted about the 
Stomach by the corrupted Pituita. But 
Gripes in the Bowels do not conſtantly . 
happen, becauſe. here are no ſuch acid 
Salts ; for of all vitiated Humours, the 
acid are moſt adapted fo cauſe Pain; but 

(5) This Account is chiefly taken from Dr. Huxam's 
Diſtertation on nervous Fevers, and the Scotch medical 


flays, Tom. 4. Trac. 23. 
FEY Me Meth. medend. L. 12. C. 3. 
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ſtill ſuch Pains have been ſometimes ob- 
ſerved; in the Petechial Fever which raged 
at Cologne; the fick were generally trou- 
bled with a Pain in the Hypocondria and 
eſpecially the left, which-darting upwards 
by the Loins and Spine of the Back, ex- 
tended ſo high as the Scapula, and this was 
frequently attended with a Pleuriſy or 
Quinſy. This Pain, according to Don- 
ckers, is occaſioned by vitiated Juices and 
Flatulencies, after they have got down 
from the Stomach into the Inteſtines ; and 
| beſides that Part of the Inteftines, which + 
riſing forward from the left Kidney is bent 
into various turnings, ſuffers more than 
the reſt, the Paſſage of the Matter throi 
that Part being more difficult, and from 
, thence the morbid Matter entering the lac- 
teal Veſſels, and paſſing up to the ſubcla- 
vian Vein, cauſes a Pain along the Loins 
and Spine, and at laſt being mixed with 
the Blood, frequently produces an Inflam- 
mation of the Lunge, Pleura or Fauces, 
or attacks the Brain, or is more happy 
thrown out upon the Skin (7). 


0 Idea feb. Petech. 


. ED Add 


Add to this, that tis the Opinion of 
Hoffman. that Child-bed- Women ſo fre- 
quently fall: into eruptive and miliary Fe- 
vers, becauſe: the Prime YViz have not 
been cleanſed by a proper Purge from the 
feculent Matter they contracted during the 
Time of Pregnancy; for when the firſt - 
paſſages are clogg'd with 1mpure corrupt- 
ed Humours, a flight Paſſion of Mind, as 
Anger or Fear or taking cold, by putting 
this Matter in Motion, and carrying it into 
the Blood, will ſoon produce an eruptive 
Fever (8). Or perhaps, as appears likely 
ta me, the Agitation, Heat and Hurries 
which happen in Child- birth, or the Fe- 
ver which precedes the coming of the 
Milk, chiefly diſpoſe the redundant fecu- 
lent Matter to corrupt. That vitiated Hu- 
mours are diſpoſed to paſs from the Inteſ- 
tines to the Skin, was known of old to 
Hyppocrates, for he remarks that if upon 
the Suppreſſion of a. bilions Diarrhea, 
there be a Loathing, cutaneous Eruptions 
will follow, and-the Eyes be inflamed and 
watery (1). _ in Germany 1 it was ob- 


0 Med. Syſt. T. 4. S. 1. Cap. 9. and ob. 5 
I) _ Prænot. 208. 
LbA ſerved 


O Hurging and Vomiting. 19% 
ſerved that the Eruptions occaſioned by 
this Means were ſometimes, miliary ; for in 
acute Fevers, the ſmall Pox and a 
if the Patient, continued long coſtive, or 
a Diarrhœa was ſtopt, a miliary Fever en- 
ſued (2). If malignant catarrhous Fevers, 
and eruptive ones were terminated by a 
Diarrhea, the Patient continued free from. 
miliary Eruptions, which otherwiſe fre- 
quently appeared at the Declenſion of the 
Diſeaſe and were. very dangerous (3). In 
the Colic before mentioned, the vitiated 
Juices transferred from the Inteſtines to tho 
Veins, ſeized immediately on the Joints, 
but in this nervous Fever they ſeem prin- 
cipally to attack the Head, Every kind 
of morbid, Matter ſeems to have a particu- 
lar Property which diſpoſeth it to be thrown 
on this or that particular Part; this is a 
Thing eaſy enough to be obſerved, but dif- 
ficult to be accounted: for. Thoſe who 
are perpetually ſleepy in this Diſeaſe, have 
nothing near ſo flow and full a Pulſe as.is 
common in other lethargic Diſeaſes, and 
perhaps for this Reaſon, becauſe here the 


Fan, 8.4 c. obſ. 7. (3) Id. ibid. Cap. 11. Obſ. 


Stomach 
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Stomach is greatly affected, from the Diſ- 
orders of which, a fmall, frequent and un- 


cqual Pulſe is inſeparable. Thus a flow 


deep Reſpiration is reckon'd one of the 
proper Symptoms of a Phrenſy, but when 
a Phrenſy is complicated with another Diſ- 
eafe which renders the Breathing ſhort, (as 
ſuppoſe an Inflammation of the Pleura) 
the Patient will breathe ſhort, and not at 
all deep (4). Are the prime Vie then 
firſt reliev'd, when the Pulſe about the 
Criſis becomes full and ſtrong ? Such a 
Conjecture is not very unlikely, for in the 
forementioned Colic, as ſoon as the Pain 
has:quitted the Inteſtines, the Pulſe grows 
ſtronger, And critical Evacuations do not 
earry off theſe Fevers, or if they do, it is 
only for a ſhort Time, when the Pulſe 
doth not riſe; for as long as the Fountain 
in the prime Vie is not exhauſted, new 
Matter will be derived from thence into 
the Blood, and ſupply the Place of that 
which has been expelled. We have then 
4 good Reaſon why ſlow Fevers generally 
ſtick ſo long by the Patient, and ſo often 


() Galen de diffc. Reſpir, Lib. 2. Cap. 4. 
eee return, 
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return, even after they have been termi- 
nated by a kindly Criſis; for ſince the re- 
dundant Pituita, or ſlimy Matter is cor- 
rupted by little and little at a Time, and 
ſo paſſes into the Blood, there will be a 
long Interval before the whole (provided 
there is any Quantity of it in the Inteſtines) 
be thus abſorbed. And tho' that which 
is already mix'd with the Blood, be car- 
ried off by Urine, Sweat and Eruptions, 
yet a freſh ſupply from the prime Viz will 
ſoon again take its Place. This Experi- 
ence likewiſe confirms; for from the Ob- 
ſervations of the Germans, (to whom the 
miliary Fever is thought to have been 
known before it was to us) it appears that 
that Diſeaſe is recruited and protracted to 
a greater Length by keeping the Body 
coſtive (5). And ſome Phyſicians among 
us, have frequently ſeen miliary Fevers of 
two Months ſtanding or more, when the 
Cure hath only been attempted by pro- 
moting Sweat, and the Patient was in the 
mean Time kept coſtive. Sweats I own 
expel the morbid Matter from the Blood, 


(5) Hoffman L. = thaw 9. ob, Chin. S. 6. 
but 
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but they will not hinder the vitiated Mat- 

ter in the prime Vie from ſucceeding in 
its Room, nay they rather promote it. 
Moreover it is Dr. Huxam's Obſervation 
in theſe ſſow Fevers (6), that the whole 
Fauces are ſometimes ſtuffed with a viſcid 
pituitous Matter, and to ſuch a degree as 
almoſt to threaten Suffocation, but upon 
giving a vomit at any Time of the Dif- 
eaſe, it is ſurprizing what Relief is found 
by it, what a vaſt Quantity of glutinous 
Stuff is thrown up, not unlike the White 
of an Egg, and often much thicker, where- 
upon the Apthæ, Coma, Nauſea, Hiccup 
and terrible Blackneſs of the Tongue ſoon 
vaniſh. ' And ſhall we in the leaſt doubt, 
whether the Pituita occaſions ſuch bad 
Symptoms? Since when that is evacuated 
they almoſt perfectly ceaſe. Of no lefs 
Service, according to the ſame Author, is 
purging towards the End of the Diſeaſe, 
giving proper Cordials and Paregoricks be- 
tween, for it promotes the Criſis however 
imperfect; nay it often makes the Fever, 
which till then obſerv'd no certain Order, 


(6) J. Huxam Diſſert. de feb. Nervoſa. 
put 
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put on the Type of a regular Remittent or 
Intermittent. And tis ſo far from bring- 
ing on a Diarthœa or Dyſentery, which 
ſome are ſo much afraid of, that 'tis the 
beſt Way to prevent them; thus he. But 
in my Opinion we ought not to wait till 
the Pituita becomes ſo turgid as to appear 
in the very Fauces; for there are certain 
Signs of its infeſting the Stomach ſoon af- 
ter the Invaſion of the Diſeaſe. But Phy- 
| ficians in vain attempt to free all the primee 
Vie from the tough viſcid Pituita with a 
ſingle Vomit, a plain Example of which 
(to go no farther) we have in the Cure of 
the Colic abovementioned, Nor ſhou'd 
the Patient be without the Benefit of purg- 
ing Medicines till the Declenſion of the 
Diſeaſe, for at that Time the Patient's 
Strength being much exhauſted, he will 
more difficultly bear Evacuations. But at 
any Time of the Diſeaſe, Purging is of 
uſe to carry off the vitiated Load from the 


Inteſtines, which is the very Source of the 
Fever, provided the Patient's Strength can 
bear it, and Nature is not buſy in throwing 
out the Diſorder upon the Skin. This we 
know to be the Caſe if ** on the 


Skin, 


6 
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Skin, or warm Sweats all over the Body, 
have removed the Complaints about the 
Præcordia and roſe the Pulfe ; for then 
we ought moſt carefully to abſtain from 
purging, till the Puſtules recede, or the Fe- 


ver is quite over. For when the Erup- 
tions are out, purging Medicines call back 
the vitiated Juices from the Skin to the 
Præcordia, which ſettling there, cauſe an 


Oppreſfion and Straitneſs of the Breaſt, 
Reſtleſneſs, Anxiety, a ſmall quick Pulſe, 


Lowneſs of Spirits, and weakneſs of Body. 
But when neither Eruptions or Sweats for- 


bid, I have ordered Purging at all Times 


of the Diſeaſe, whereby the Patients were 


notſat all weakned, as is commonly ap- 


prehended, but on the contrary, I have 
often obſerved the Præcordia relieved, and 
the Pulſe ftrengthened. I don't uſe to 
preſcribe ſtrong Purges, but now and then 
gently looſen the Belly, with Medicines 
compoſed of Rhubarb and Aloes, between 
which I order Bliſtering and ſome of the 
warmer kind of Medicines both to excite 
the Circulation of the Blood, and promote 


gentle Sweats; at the ſame Time the Pa- 


tient is allow'd ſome Wine and Broth to 
ſupport 
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ſupport his Strength. By this Method I 
aira at expelling the morbid Matter both 
from the Blood and prime Vie. And 1 
can affirm that it has happily ſucceeded 
with me; and dare promiſe will ſucceed 
with others who condeſcend to try it, 
better than the common Method, which 
conſiſts of .nothing elſe but keeping the 
Patient in a conſtant Sweat. I ſhould 
chuſe indeed to have Purging follow a Vo- 
mit immediately in the beginning, whilſt 
the Patient's Strength is - beſt able to bear 
it, and before the Diſeaſe has taken deep | 
Root in the Blood; and then that thoſe Re- 
medies ſhou'd ſucceed; which quicken 
the Blood's Circulation and promote Sweat; 
If the Fever ſhou'd intermit after the purg- 
ing (which is no uncommon thing when 
the Diſeaſe has. been of long ſtanding) it 
eaſily yields to the Peruvian Bark. 

But this Method perhaps will not be ap- 
proved of by. ſome, becauſe it is neither 
ſupported by the Sanction of Antiquity, 
nor by the Authority of a ſplendid name: 
To give ſome Sort of Satisfaction to ſuch 
Perſons, I'll endeavour to ſhew that this 
Diſeaſe though called by the new Name 

7 N of 
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of a nervous Fever was known of old, and 
treated by the beſt Phyſicians, much after 
the ſame Manner. ; 
That ſome Sort of Fevers are occaſion'd 
by corrupted Pituita, is acknowledged by 
Phyſicians in general. Theſe, though not 
differing at all in their Nature, have been 
diſtinguiſh'd by different Names. Some- 
times taking their Denomination from the 
daily Return of the Paroxyſm, they ate 
dalled Quotidians; when Heat and Cold 
attack the Patient together, Epialæ; but 
when the inner Parts are hot, and exter- 
nal cold; they are called Leipyriæ (7); 
when the ſick are very apt to fall into 
faintings, Syncopales humoroſee (8). Some- 
times they are denominated from the effi- 
cient Matter, as Fevers from Crudity (9), 
at other times from the Seat of the mor- 
bid Matter, as Gaftrice and Meſentericæ 
(1). Many other Names beſides theſe are 
to be met with in the Arabian Writers. 
Let nevertheleſs it is allow'd by all, that 
theſe Kinds of Diſorders are cauſed by a 


| (7) Galen. Lib. 2. de feb. different. po 4 (8) Avicen 
Lib. iv. Fen. 1. Trat. 2. Cap. 53. (9) Holler. de morb. 
intern. Lib. 2. (ü) Ballonius and Baglivi. | 
| crude; 


* 
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tcrude, heavy, viſcid Humour, which is 
co ſomewhere about the prome Vie, 
and that for this Reaſon the Perſons moſt 
ſubject to them are ſuch as are of a weak 
and cold Conſtitution; who uſe but little 
Exerciſe, digeſt badly; and are accuſtom= 


ed to a crude Diet. | 
Of this Sort of Diſeaſe Galen treats in 


Lib. 12. Method. Medend. and Cap. 3. 
Some; ſays he, begin to be feveriſh; with 
an Uneaſineſs of the Mouth of the Sto- 
mach, on devouring a great Quantity of 
crude Diet, ot from Indigeſtion; or the 
like Occaſion ; their Præcordia are puff'd 
up; and the Body ſeems ſwoln;; their 
Countenance is ſometimes pale, and ſome- 
#nes inelines to a livid Colour, their Pulſe 
is always leſs than might be expected from 
the Heat one feels in their Fleſh; it is ob- 
ſcure alſo; and quite unequal. With theſe 
Symptoms they are inclin'd to faint, and 
fall into fainting Fits on every flight Occa- 
ſion. For (as he ſays in another Place) 
when Nature cannot expel all the morbid 
exerementitious Homour, on Account of 
its Thickneſs, Quantity oc Viſcidity, or. of 
its Paſſage being ſtopt vp, or by Reaſon 
* N 2. of . 


/ 
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of her own Weakneſs, the Matter by its 
being long pent in muſt neceſſarily be cor- 
rupted ; for no other Humour in ſuch a 
State; can continue the ſame as it was in 
the Beginning, much leſs this which is ſo 
vitiated, that it cannot be again reſtor'd by 
Nature to an healthy State (2). Add to this 
what Ballonius comments upon it; there- 
fore the Pituita like all other Humours by 
its long Stay in the Stomach acquires a 
noxious Quality, and on both theſe Ac- 
counts, becoming burdenſome to Nature, 
ſeems immediately to affect the Springs 
of Life, eſpecially if by Conſtitution or 
Accident the Mouth of the Stomach be 
ſomewhat ſenſible and tender; and the 
more the Humour is fermented and cor- 
rupted, the more will the Patient ſuffer, 
ſo that from hence oftentimes his Strength 
ſeems quite ſpent and gone. This Symp- 
tom is very common in quotidian Fevers 
or thoſe which ariſe from acid or vitreous 
Pituita ; in this Kind of Fevers there's a 
ſmall Pulſe, turbid and crude Urine, par- 
tial Sweats, Lowneſs of Spirits, and ex- 


(2). Lib. 2. de different. Feb. Cap. 5. 
| treme 
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treme Weakneſs; all which are terrible, 
and uſually prevent Phyſicians from try. 
ing what efficacious Remedies will do. 
For as in tertian Fevers, Faintings are 
caufed by acrid Bile collected in the Sto- 
mach; ſo in the Epialæ, Lowneſs of Spi- 
rits An Faintneſs, are occalion'd by a viſ- 
cid Matter. Fos whatever Diſeaſe has its 
Seat in the Stomach, is always attended 
with great Weakneſe. The Head like- 
wiſe in this Caſe moſt commonly ſuffers 
along with the Sto mach (4). f- 

| Morcover Fevers which ariſe from Pi- 
tuita don't ſeize upon a Perſon ſuddenly 
and violently ; but when they are genu- 
ine, uſe to come on gradually, and with a 
gentle Shivering, after this the Heat in- 
creaſes by little and little, and very une- 
qually, ſo that the Patient ſhall ſometimes 
be hot and then cold. Neither in the 
State of the Diſeaſe is there any great Heat 
or Drineſs of the Skin. The Col bur bf 
the Urine is generally pale, ſometimes lim- 
5 and ſeldom higher than in Health; 
n olten W and nn a thick. un- 


00 In 5 5 de morb. * Cap. de Epial. Feb, 
N 3 even 
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even diſunited Sediment (4), Theſe Fe- 
vers happen often, continue long, and 
though they are generally not very violent, 
yet they are not without Danger. For if 
with a bad Colour of the Face, crude 
Urine, an unequal and ſmall Pulſe, there 
be a Heavineſs and Sluggiſhneſs of the 
whole Body, a Defect of Reaſon, and Stu- 
pidity of the Senſes, then, according to 
Hollerius, we ought not to think upon 
Remedies, but paſs Sentence; and much 
more if there be an Inflammation of the 
Stomach or Liver; for in theſe Caſes there's 
a great Redundapey of crude Juices, and a 
prodigious Weakneſs of the vital Powers, 
from; whence a Syncope and Depth is to 
be expected, _ | 
— then thoſe Diſorders which, the 
Ancients aſcribed to-carrupted Pituita, ay 
riſe from the ſame Cauſe, ſeize, the ſame 
Sort of. Perſons, and are attended with 
the yery ſame Symptoms as the nervous 
Fevers, or at leaſt with thoſe of 'em which 
chiefly diſtinguiſh theſe Fevers from all 
other Kinds; for an 01 ppreſſion of the 
Heart and Præcordia, a ſmall and obſcure 


(4) Holler L. C. Fee . 
2 Pulſe, 
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Pulſe, ſudden Weakneſs of Body, lowneſß 
of Spirits, proneneſs to fainting, Dulneſs 
of the Senſes, a low, long, dangerous Fe- 
yer, and pale crude Urine, are equally 
common to their phlegmatick and our 
nervous Fevers; ſince, I ſay, this is ſo, tis 
but reaſonable to conclude that they dif- 
fer only in Name, and not in Nature, and 
if in ſome Things a ſmall Difference doth 
appear, it may ariſe from the Climate or 
Conſtitution, but principally from a quite 
different Method of Cure. 

As to the Cure, tis generally agreed a- 
mongſt the Antients, that theſe Diſorders 
cannot bear Bleeding, unleſs there are ſome 
Signs of an Inflammation or an intenſe 
Fever; the Arabians therefore when the 
Urine was of a red Colour, ventured to 
bleed ſparingly in the Beginning; but the 
Greeks don't ſo much as mention it, for 
they treated of the Diſcaſe only as it was 
ſimple. They likewiſe  refrain'd from 
purging Medicines when the Pulſe was 
{mall and unequal, and the Patient very 
weak, for Fear of bringing on a fainting 
Fit. Yet immediately at the Beginning 
EY gave Hydromel, in which was boil'd 

N 4 | Hy lop, 
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Hyſop, or ſomething of the like Nature, 
in order to diſſolve the Pituita, and purge 
it off by Stool; but if that did not an- 
ſwer, they had Recourſe to Clyſters; and 
when the Belly was once moved, they ſuf- 
fer d it to continue lax, in order to carry 
off the unneceſſary Load, as long as the 
Patient's Strength cou'd bear it, which they 
in the mean while ſupported with proper 
Nouriſhment and Wine; uſing at the 


ſame Time almoſt continual Frictions. 


But the Arabians who have wrote more 
largely of this Diſeaſe, when extreme Low-w- 
neſs did not forbid, would beſides this, 
when there was a Nauſea or ill Taſte in 
the Mouth have a Vomit with Horſe Ra- 
diſh to be given, as the chiefeſt Remedy. 
They likewiſe approved of Medicines 
which attenuate the Pituita and gently 
purge it off by Stool, and ordered Reme- 
dies to ſtrengthen the Stomach and Inteſ- 
tines, and ſometimes alſo Diuretics.. And 
among the more modern Phyſicians Bal- 
lanius adviſes in the Declenſion of the Diſ- 


ſe to promote Sweats ; but according to 
the ſame Author, ſudorific Medicines are 


not at all proper in the Beginning, becauſe 
1 they 
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they wou'd'carry the crude 1 along : 
with them into the Blood. | 
And now tho! ſo much hs yok al- 

ready ſaid concerning the turgid Matter, 
I ſhould not think I had done Juſtice to 
the Subject, if I was wholly to omit, what 
that excellent Practitionet Baglivi has aid 
on this Affair. I have not all along kept 
ſtrictly to his Words for the Sake of Bre- 
vity, and have beſides ranged bis Matter 
in a different Order. 
„ The Generality of Phyſicians, as well 
te as People, commonly call thoſe Fevers 
ec malignant, that are attended with a Va- 
* rity of very bad Symptoms, and which 
« as the Diſorder runs on are continually 
growing worſe and worſe. There are 
«© no doubt ſometimes” Fevers produced 
« by a venemous Ferment, but ſuch ſel- 
« dom happen. The malignant ones 
&« which appear with us, proceed from 
« an Inflammation of the Viſcera, and 
« from a Collection of vitiated crude Hu- 
« mours, either in the prime Viæ or Maſs 
e of Blood. In thoſe Patients which 1 
have the Care of my ſelf from the Be- 
66 gioning, | I very ſeldom meet with a 
“ malig- 
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e malignant Fever, but when the Cure is 
<« begun by others, and not purſued ac. 
e cording to the Indications of Nature, 
*© or the divine Precepts of Hippocrates, a 

te thouſand different and dangerous Symp- 
* toms- occur, which are frequently the 
« Offspring of a wrong Method, and not 
< of the Diſcaſe, tho they every where, 
te and almoſt every Day are met with in 
« Practice. It happens likewiſe, as I have 
t often ſeen, that ſome Fevers, even in 
<< the Beginning, become immediately very 
tt bad and dangerous; theſe the Generali- 


40 ty of People call malignant, and on Ac- 
« count of the Venom, preſently fly-to 


<< Aromaticks, Alexipharmicks, and hot 
< volatile Medicines of a thouſand Kinds, 
« by: which Means they bring on and 
« heighten that very Danger which wry 


* intend to prevent. 


«At Rome we frequently meet with 
< vitiated crude Humours collected in the 
te firſt Paſſages (but not often in the Blood) 
« which- produce theſe Fevers, I call Me- 
« ſenterick, _ 

Among the Signs which denote a 
71 * Galleon of ſuch —— in theprime 
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Vie, are the following, learn'd by pati- 
te ent Obſervation; a Bitterneſs in the 
& Mouth, a very ill Taſte, a foul Tongue, 
« Sickneſs at Stomach, eſpecially in the 
“ Morning, a. ſtinking Breath, foul and 


e furr'd Teeth, fetid Stools, and the Wind 
« which breaks off - downward, ſmells. 
e prodigiouſly, The Head ſometimes is 
* heavy and. ſcarcely to be held up, at 
te other Times tis continually in Pain, with 
*« a_ Heavineſs and Pulſation about the 
© Temples; which Symptoms are moſt. 
e troubleſome after Dinner and Supper; a 
* Noiſe in the Ears, the Urine is natural, 
ce or very near ſo. The Fever like wiſe in- 
* creaſes after Dinner and Supper, and ob- 
« ſerves the Type of a continual double 
6 Tertian. The Sick have a Heat in the 
** Palms of the Hands or Feet, or abqut 
* the Hypocondria, loſe their Appetite, 
look pale, and are coſtiye. Tis moſt 
** remarkable that in thoſe Diſorders, the 
* Head ſuffers more than the Meſentery 
* which. is the Seat of the Diſeaſe; In 
** Hypochoudriacal Perſons, and thoſe 
who have a weak Stomach, the Symp- 
tf {gags are auch worſe; for in ſuch if the 
cc Hu- 
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% Humours are much corrupted, the 
«©'Tonoue preſently grows black, the Pulſe 
e js ſmall, and the Extremities are cold; 
ce they are oppreſſed with Anxiety and fach 
« like Symptoms, which are commonly 
e imputed to the Malignity of the Diſ- 
« temper, but falſly here, becairſe as foon 
« as the Humours which infeſt the 
Stomach are corrected and expel d, the 
the Symptoms immediately vaniſn. 
t In the Cure of theſe Meſenteric Fevers | 
tis of no Uſe to obſerve critical Days, 
© fot” the Crudity of the Diſeaſe conſiſts 
et jn the Violence of the Symptoms, and 
c the Concoction in their Remiſſion. 
When T obſerve the Symptoms begin 
it ever ſo little to remit and abate, I im- 
«© mediately order purging, and frequently 
*repeat'it; 1 Ekewile inject Clyſters, and 
et direct the whole Method of Cure to- 
«wards expelling by Stool the peccant 
ce Matter lodg'd in the Meſentery, inter- 
“ poſing at the ſame Time Stomach Me- 
< dicines, as Ad. Theriacal. Rutæ, Cc. 
ee But there's need of Patience, for the 
* crude Humours collected in the Glands 


4 7 "M of the Meſertery (this it ſeems was his 
Opinion) 
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© Opinion) are brought off but ſlowly and 
« by Degrees, for which [Reaſon 1 give 
« between the Purges digeſting ſtoma- 
© chick Medicines, and this Way theſe Fe- 
« yers are ſucceſsfully cured at Rome.. 

But when Experience taught him better, 
he ſomewhat alter'd his Method, In 
« the Beginning of Fevers, ſays he, when- 
ce ever there is any Queſtion about purging, 
© I uſually take Notice, whether there be 
ce a Load of vitiated Humouts in the prime” 
* Viz, and at the ſame Time very tutgid; 
« if ] find this to be the Caſe, I approve 
te of purging, for the corrupt vitiated Hu- 
* mours will, unleſs they be ſeaſonably eva 
& cuated, ſeverely hurt the Patient in the 
c Courſe of the Diſorder; at the ſame 
© Time thoſe Medicines ought to be given 
* which are proper to attenuate and digeſt 
te the offending Matter. If there be any 
ce Inclination to vomiting, Emetica are to 
< be given as well as purging Medicines, 
© but they don't now well agree with Ro- 
* man Conſtitutions; wherefore every Day, 
ce or every other Day, I purge with a De- 
e coction of Sena and Syrup of Rhubarb: 
« . be no Stools in five Hours after, 


« I give 
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t I give a Clyſter, I likewiſe foment the 
4 hole Belly with'a Decoction of Cicho- 
e ry, Agrimony, Althea and Nitre. I . 
te the Patient's Strength won't bear purg- 
© ing, I give a Clyſter every Day: Every 
Morning I order chicken Broth with 
“ Cichory and Sem. Citri, bruiſed; and 
« alſo Aqua Theriacalis; or other Stoma- 
<« chicks. In this Way I keep the Patient 
cc till the ſeventh Day; after which I take 

&« Notice what Period the Fever obſerves, 
te and what Symptoms attend i it, and dreck 
the Cure accordingly. 

This I can affirm, that by the fote- 
© mention'd Method, thoſe Fevers with 
&« a Collection of Humours, which I call 


© Meſenteric, are removed about the four- 


« teenth, or at moſt the one and twen- 
« tieth Day, But Hopes of Recovery 
et begin to appear about the ninth or ele- 
t yenth. In theſe Fevers the Cortex Peru. 
eis highly pernicious. 

Hut on the contrary, if there appears 
te the leaſt Suſpicion of an acute Inflam- 
cc matory Diſeaſe, the Signs of which are 
*© a dry Tongue, high-colour'd Urine, a 
— 81 Heat all over the Body, with a 

4 Drineſs 
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© Drineſs of the Skin, great Thirſt, Cc. 
« ]. entirely refrain from purging. But 
« even in theſe Fevers if there be a Pain 


« about the Præcordia, and a Collection | 


e of vitiated Humours, then though purg- 
t ing be improper in the primary Diſeaſe, 
te yet on Account of the turgid Matter, 
te the Cure muſt be begun with purging.” 
(5). Of the ſame Opinion was Ballonius, 
for he remarks that ſome Fevers have 
their Seat in. the Blood, and others about 
the Stomach ; the former Sort ſoon give 
Way to Bleeding, the latter are not eaſily 
removed by it, but require purging (6). 
Moreover, in the Petechial Fever, it has 
been found by manifold Experience, that 
purging in the Beginning of the Diſeaſe is 
the moſt certain Remedy; indeed the 
« Neceſſity of purging,” (to uſe the 
Words of a Phyſician, by far the moſt 
ſucceſsful of any in curing that Fever) 
te and the good Effects of it, re not only 
© recommended by Reaſon, but have been 
« confirm'd to me by ann ſo fre- 


(5) All this is to be found in Baglivi Lib. bs Prax. Med. 


Cap. ce febribus malign. & meſenter. & in R ad D. 
Andy. Eailon. * 


(6) Lib. 2. Epidem. 


quent 
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* quent and ſo certain; that if this is falſe 
* or can be ſo, nothing is, or hath been, 
« or ever can be true,” (thus he) (7). I 
have uſed the ſame Method in the ſpotted 
Fever which is now epidemical with us, 
and the Event anſwer'd my Expectation. 
Nay I have ſometimes known where the 
Giddineſs and great Pain of the Head, the 
remarkable Oppreſſion of the Præcordia; 
and the extreme Lowneſs of Spirits and 
Loſs of Strength, which in this Conſtitu- 
tion came on violently with the Fever, 
were preſently removed by this Method, 
and the ſpotted Fever cruſh'd in its Infan- 
cy; for ſo 'tis reaſonable to think, ſince 
theſe are ſome of the principal Signs which 
any one can have of this Diſeaſe in the 
Beginning. And when the Fever is in an 
advanced State, moderate Diſcharges pro- 
cured by Rhubarb, eſpecially where the Pa- 
tient was coſtive, have ſometimes removed 
the Drowſineſs, Delirium, Reſtleſsneſs, 
and Starting of the Tendons, which yet 
ſoon return'd again, unleſs the Patient con- 
tinued naturally lax, or was now and then 


(7) Donchers id. feb. petechial. 
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moved: with- a Medicine. But when the 
Diſeaſe, became inveterate, this Remedy 
was leſs certain, eſpecially. if hot Medi- 
cines had for a long Time together kept 
the Patient coſtive, and occaſion'd the vi- 
tiated malignant Humours to be carried 
from the Inteſtines into the Blood, and the 
Brain and Viſcera in the Præcordia were 
much loaded with them. Then indeed 
the Diſeaſe very ſeldom ſubmitted to any 
Remedy. FT | 

From all this it appears how different 


the Nature of the turgid Matter is, and 


what. bad Effects it produces in Fevers, 
both whilſt it remains in the firſt Paſſages, 
and aſter it is got into the Blood. But the 
Anxiety, Lowneſs and Oppreflion of Spi- 
rits, Reſtleſneſs, Weakneſs of Body, Pains 
of the Præcordia and Bowels, Heats and 
Fevers occafion'd by vitiated Humours col- 
lected about the Stomach, will not ceaſe 
(as Hippocrates hath. inform'd us) before 
the morbid Humour is qualified or diſ- 
charged by proper Evacuations. There- 
fore aceording to the Precept of the ſame. 
Author, when the Matter is turgid (and 
with us 'tis very frequently ſo) we ſhou'd 

O procure 
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procure proper Evacuations by Vomit. or 
Stool, in the Beginning of the Diſtemper, 
as well to remove the had Symptoms which 
ariſe from the Præcordia being infeſted by 
the morbid Matter, as to prevent thoſe 
which: may be expected from it after it is 
carried into che Blood. 
But it may be proper to tale Notice 
Here, that an inflammatory or eriſypelatous - 
Diſorder; ſeated about the Praxcordia, Sto- 
2 or Inteſtines, as well as Apthæ ul- 
cerating theſe Parte, have ſome Symptoms . 
in — with turgid Matter, but Vo- 
mits and ſtrong Purges are here very hurt- 
ful. Our Sydon bam, gave Emetics unſuo- 
ceſsfully for an acute Pain of the Head, 
and violent Urgings to vomit, when the 
Conſtitution was- tending; towards the 
Plague. In the peſtilential Conſtitution 
deſeribed by Hippocrates, many had bili- 
ous, greaſy and liquid Stools; attended with 
violent griping Pains ; and likewiſe malig- 
' nant twiftings of the Guts, there being a 
load of Matter confin'd within the Body; 
but neither did ſpontaneous Stools remove 
their Pains, nor did they eaſily bear Me- 


dieines. For Purges made.many of them 
F WW worſe, 
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works, wherefore thoſe who were ſq, died, 
and moſt of them ſoon (8). Tis very 
likely that the Patients bad an Eriſypelas,” 
Which at that Time was Very el. 
io che Inteſtines. 

* Beſides; łhat other Reaſon ahich Hip- 
focrates ha for purging, in order to abate 
Inflammations after Bieedlng, is approved 
of by the greateſt Phyſician f 

The beſt — as well an- 
tient as anodern, make uſe of purging in 
order ta remove external Inflammations, 
after the Violence of the Heat has been 
taken off by Bleeding. Since then we haye 
occular Demonſtration, that dothing more 
effectually takes off external Inflammati- 
ohs, we have Reaſon to conclude, that 
the ſame Remedy is the moſt proper for 
internal ones, when Bleeding cannot taſely 
be repeated, or prudently admitted. Bat 
above all others, purging Medicines are 
moſt effectual in Inflammations of the ſu⸗ 
perior Parts; but leàſt of all proper in Diſ- 
eaſcs of the Lungs or Pleura, 'and perhaps | 
becauſe they hinder Es xpectoration. In a 


\ 


O2 Pleuriſy : 


: \ J ; bs. 


'$) Lib. z. Epidem. 


— — — —— OP —— —— 9 
— . — — —e— — 


1966 Of Purging and Vomiting. 
Pleuriſy or Peripneumony a Diarrhea is 
bad (1). In Inflammations of the Eyes, a 
Diarrhæa is good (2). A bilious Diarrhea 
cures Deafneſs (3). Tumours about the 
Ears are carried off by a Diarrhea. | 
But there's a certain Kind of F evers, to 
which this Method of Cure is exceedingly 
well adapted. I mean that in which the 
Blood when drawn off is covered with a 
ſizy Cruſt; but the Heat is not ſo vio- 
lent, nor the Pulte f ſtrong as is uſual in 
genuine inflammatory Fevers (4). This 
Diſeaſe is almoſt every Year to bemet with, 
eſpecially at the coming on of the Spring, 
and in ſome Years tis epidemical. 
The Diſeaſe here ſeems for the moſt 
Patt to ariſe from a too great Diſpoſition 
of the Blood to concrete, on which Ac- 


count tis rendred unfit to circulate thro' 


* 
— 


the narrow Paſſages of the Brain, Lungs, 
and other Viſcera; ſo that if it be violently 
urged on, it will cauſe Obſtructions ſome- 


times in one Part, and ſometimes in ano- 


(5 Hip Aph. 16. Sec. 6. (2) Ib. Aph. 17. 

(3). Aph. 28. Set. 4. (4) Of this Diforder Sydenham 
treats in the Ch. of Peripneum. Noth. in his P. S. to the 
Treatiſe of Droply and Schedul. monitor. Likewiſe Ra- 
- mazini in Conſtit. Epid. 1691. 

4 ther. 
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ther. But if too great a Quantity of Blood 
be drawn off, the Humours will want a a 
ſufficient Force to ſurmount the capillary 
Arteries. 

The Quantity of the Blood being leſ- 
ſen'd by opening a Vein, purging Medi- 
cines attenuate and diflolve thisLentor, with- 
out any great Agitation of the Humours, or 
Diminution of the Strength. Sydenham 
gave them in theſe Diſorders every other 
Day for three Times with great Succeſs. 
To allay the Hurry that might be occaſion'd 
by the Purging he found Laudanum to be 
of great uſe. I ſhall without any Scruple 
produce the Judgment of this Author, who 
was then old, and had enjoyed the Bene- 
fit of a long Experience. Whereas (ſays 
he) Purging as here ordered may'to ſome 
« ſeem improper in the Cure of this Fever, 
« ] affirm from Experience that nothing 
* ſo certainly and effectually cools the Pa- 
tient as purging when uſed after Bleed- 
« ing”---and again, “ for 'tis found by 
Experience that purging provided it be 
ce uſed after Bleeding, allays the Fever more 
« certainly and ſucceſsfully than any other 
© Remedies whatever, Cc. For theſe Rea- 

O 3 te ſons 


798... of Purging nd Vaniting, 

3 ſons therefore, I can, 1 hope, with 2 
« Confidence, aſſert that the *foremenr 
10 tion'd Method of Cure by Bleeding and 
« Purging | will do more.than, Aby! other, 
10 towards conuerins F, vers of various 
Kinds.” en 

K But where the Blood i in the 3 
of. Fevers i is of a florid Colour, and at the 
fame Time, thin and too much diſſolv d, 
as in genuine, putrig Fevers; ; thoſe. purging 
Medicines, which diſſolve the Blood, ap- 
Pear. to be. exceedingly prejudicial. But 
| others. of the more gentle Kind, which only 
empty the Bowels, « or rather Clyſters com- 
Poſed of Expollients, by moderating. the 
Motjon of the Arteries, and the Heat of 
the Blood ; are of great Service. 

N Theſe are the principal, Symptoms, as 
far as I can. find, which require purging 
before the State of the Fever, or which 
bear it tolerably well, or will not admit 
of i it. But about the Crifis this Remedy 
is of uſe, when, the morbid Matter is unfit 
to, pals. off thro the pores of the Skin, or 
when Nature does not attempt to diſcharge 


(% Schedul. Monitor, &c. . 
it 


Of Purging and Vomiting. 0 499 
it by Urine, ot throw it out into ad Ahſ- 
ceſs. Bilious and purulent Matter indeed, 
never uſes to be evacuated thro' the Skin, 

but to be carried off other ways; ſo thoſe 
who on the ſixth Day of the Fever were 
ſeized witxa Jaundice; had it carried off 
by a'difetiarge of Urine or loaſe Stdolt, or 
plentiful Bleeding at the Noſe. Thus it 
happen to HMeraclier, ho was fred hy 
Bleeding plentifully at the Noſe, hy purg- 
ing Stools and) by Urine (6). And during 
che peſtilential Conſtitution t was obſetva- 
ble in the Fever, that venever an Abſ- 
"ceſs was forming, if any remarkable Diar- 
rhæa came on, or a Flu of kindly Urine, 
the Diſeaſe went off that Way; but whete 
none of theſe happen d, or ſuddenly diſap- 
pear'd without any Sigu of Solution, it 
was generally mortal (7). Add to this the 
Gbſervawdon of the celebrated Dr. Mead, 
that he [{catce in all his: large Practice ſu w 
any one violently ſeized with the mall 
_ recover, unleſs at the > Dealenſin 'of 


pg ® wy 


(6 "Sins: 3. Lib. 1. gran 0 od ( Seat. 3. 
Lib. 3. Epidem. (10814. 6 : 
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of Urine or a Diarthæa (8). Laſtly, puru- 
lent Abſceſſes are frequently carried off 
by Stools and Urine, but very ſeldom by 


Sweat. On theſe Accounts therefote when 


at the going off of the ſmall Pox, the pu- 
rulent Matter is plen fully mixed with 
the Blood, and is not ſeparated by the 
'Kidriies, nor thrown out in Swellings upon 
the Limbs in that Quantity which the 
greatneſs of the Diſeaſe requires, a Diar- 
rhea is always ſerviceable, eſpecially ſeeing 
that ih this Diſeaſe, the Pores of the Skin 
ate ſo block d up, ab not to allow a Paſ- 
ſage even for the perſpirable Matter. 
And not only in the ſmall Pox is Purp- 
ing of great Benefit, but in almoſt all e- 
tuptive Diſorders, when the Eruptions, af- 
ter having remain d out a ne ab mn 
are going off or gone. 
Hilious Fevers likewiſe, ahieh at the 
Beginning are attended with a Bitterneſs 
of the Month, Loathing, Sickneſs, Anxi- 


| ety and Oppreſſion of the Præcordia, and 


at the Increaſe and State of the Diſeaſe, 


: you Watchings, Delirium, IE, 


(8) Epiſt, ad. J. Freind, de purgant. in variolis. 
Deafneſs, 
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Deafneſs, and Vellowneſs of the Skin, if 
the bilious Humouis accumulated about 
the Stomach have not been purged off, are 
terminated by a bilious Diarrhæa, either 
ſpontaneous or procured by Art. This 
Plaioly appear d in the epidte mic Conſlitu- 
tion at Piſa, in 1661, as before obſerved. 
But is abundantly better to diſcharge the 
turgid Matter in the Beginning of the Dif- 
| ena. 11510 

And laſtly, Nenn is «of uſe ** 4 
Fever is over, to prevent any Part of the 
morbid Matter remaining within, from 
producing a Return of the Diſeaſe. Pu- 
trid Fevers, and thoſe which happen in 
Summer and Autumn are more ſubject to 
return than the Inflammatory and thoſe in 
the Spring. On the contrary, purging 
almoſt always calls; back intermittent Fe- 
vers cured by the Bar. 

But frequent, thin, copious Stools, if 
they don't abate the Fever, nor mitigate 
the Symptome, are to be check'd. For 
they exhauſt the Strength of the Patient, 
hinder the Concoction of the Diſeaſe, and 
divert the natural and critical Secretions : 
On which Account they either haſten 
GS, 
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Death, or if the Patient recovers, they 
beiten and protract the Diſeaſe. But 
_ fometimes it happens in malignant Diſea- 
ſes, that bilious Stools are very prejudicial 
and yet a Suppreſſion of them wou'd be 
more ſo. In ſuch a Caſe, where Vomit- 
ing, Purging, and correcting the vitiated 
Jaices have been uſed without Succeſs, 
we muſt regulate the Stools in ſuch a 
Manner, as to hinder the Deſtruction of 
the Patient's Strength on one Hand, and 
the Retention of the malignant Humoure 
within the Body, on the other... 


"I 


bs. 4 
LY 
* 


COM. 


of Bupethov ation, and the Cure of an H- 
Nr of the Langs and 4 net 


N Fevers where a Difficulty of u 
thing, an Oppreſſion of the Breaſt, a 
continual Gough, and a hot Breath, 

mad it apparent that the Lungs were in- 
famed, Hippocrates expected the Difordet 
to be carried off by Expectoration. In 4 
Pleuriſy lkewiſe he carefully attended te 
the ſame Diſcharge. This Diſorder is fre- 
quently accompanied with a Peripgeu- 
mony, and then beſides a Pain of the Side, 
jt has the proper Signs of an Inflammation 
of the Lungs. In a Diſeaſe of this Kind, 
T have known firſt of all; the Pain of the 
pide removed upon the free ExpeCtoration 
of digeſted Matter, and afterwards the dif- 
aculty of breathing, &c. And this with- 
out the Uſe of any other Evacuation or 
external Application to mitigate it, We 

6 have 


— 
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bave Hippocrates's Authority for this, who 
obſerves that Pains of the Side in a Pleu- | 
tiſy vaniſh immediately upon the proper 
Diſcharge of good Matter by Expectorati- 
on { (4). Expectoration therefore is of uſe 
to remove inflammatory Pains of the Side. 
But there is no Occation to hunt after. any 
particular Paſſages for conveying the Mat- 
ter occaſioning the Pain of the Side, from 
the Pleura to the Lungs, ' ſince the ſame 
Sort of Matter is ſometimes thrown off 
from the inflamed Lungs, thro” no. other 
Paſſages than the Veins and Arteries, upon 
the Legs and other Parts, or is carried out 
gf the Body thro” the vrinary Ducts, or 

Inteſtines. *Tis true the Matter which 
cauſes a Pleuriſy, cannot be diſcharg'd 
thro?.the: Lungs before it is firſt removed 
from its own Seat; for which Reaſon tis 
abſurd to attempt the Cure by Expectora- 
tion, ſo long as the morbid Matter remains 


fix d in the Side. On the contrary when 


the Matter diſlodging from the Side hath 
enter d the Lungs, and makes towards the 


. (1) De vi. rat. in morb. acut. (385). 
Bronchia, 


| Of Expeftoration, Ke. 205 
Bronchia, the Attempt is rational and will 
be of ſervice. The Sigus of this are a Suf- 
focation from the bai OY an and 

a Cough. * | 
A Quantity of Matter is ſometimes ex- 
— at the very Beginning of the 
Diſeaſe, which from that Time gradual- 
ly becomes digeſted; but much oſtner it 
does not appear till the ee Fe! and 
. tert 

In the very beginning of theſe Diſorders; 
or at leaſt before the expectorated Matter 
is digeſted, we ſhould bleed and purge: the 
Patient as often as the Violence of the F e- 
ver, the Intenſeneſs of the Pain and In- 
flammation, or the other Symptoms of the 
Diſorder require. But when he begins to 
expectorate with caſe well digeſted Matter, 
we ſhould abſtain from any conſiderable 
Evacuation whatever; notwithſtanding, if 
the Fever runs too high, Hippocrates ad- 
viſes a Clyſter to be thrown up now and 


then, in order to lower it (2). 
If after the Uſe of proper Evacuations, 


that which ought to be 9 re- 


(2 Lib. 3. ;. de mob (493) 
mains 
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ee vicbis; the Breaſt; abd t ient 


in oppreſs'd with a great Piſtcolty of 
Breathing, and- there are no Signs of Na- 
ture's endeavouring to diſcharge the mor- 


bid Matter either. by Stool or Urine, or of 
throwing it out into an Abſceſs; then the 


moſt effectual Means to promote Expecto- 


ration müſt be tried. Therefore in a 


Peripneumony, as long as the Diſeaie con- 


tinues dry and violent, the Patient ought 
to be reftrain'd from all Kinds of thicker 
Food, and even Spoon-meatz; becauſe 
ſuch Sort of Ditt will increaſe the Suiffoca- 
tion; for which Reaſon in this Diſorder, 
the Diet ſhou'd be as extremely thin as in 
the moſt violent Fevers. Water and Ho- 
ny mix d together, to which ĩt might not 
be amiſs to add fometimes a little Wenn 
will be very near of itſelf ſufficient! This 
Sort of Diet is very uſeful in' promoting 
Expectoration, and making the Patient 
breathe. freer. Beſides this, ſweet white- 
Wine may be allow'd (3):' As to Medi- 
eines that Which is P of the Pine 


6 u e CS vie. WINES: 1 acut, 1 (386, (393 and = 
| whe 107 Cone, 
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Cone, Galbanum and pure Honey, or 
any others of the like Virtue, are proper 
(4). But when the Diſeaſe is very vio- 
lent, and there's a great ratling in the 
Eungs, with either no Cough, or ſuch a 
ohe as is not ſufficient to pump up the 
Matter lodg d within the Lungs, the ſharp- 
eſt. Vinegar mix d with Honey, and ſuppd 
in very warm, is ſometimes of Service (3). 
The laſt Remedy in ſuch a Diſorder is a 
ſtrong: Vomit. If, ſays Hippocratet, the 
Patient cannot expectorate as he ought, 
give bim ſome Medicine or other to vo- 
mit; and again, give an Emetick on the 
ſixth, ſeventh, and ninth Day, and let 
it be white Ellebore, Sc. If from this a 
free Diſcharge by ſpitting doth not enſue, 
and the Breathing quickens, and the Vo- 
miting doth not anſwer, we may pronounce 
the Patent paſt Hopes of Recovery, ſince 
Vomiting is able to do nothing (6). 
The lame Remedy is. likewiſe made uſe 
of to raiſe, the Mutter by Spitting where 


Pus 1s already generated. in the Lungs. 
$7 


(4 | Ibid. (402.) (5) Loc. citat. 303. (5) Lib. 3. de 
Thus 


mocb. 493. 
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Thus Merton who had a purulent Abſceſs 
in his Lungs, and no Diſcharge by Expec- 
toration, had a Vomit given him, which 
brought up yellowiſh Matter. The third 
Day after taking the Medicine, he expec- 
torated: purulent Matter, and the fortieth 
from the Beginning of the Diſeaſe he was 
thoroughly cleanſed, and within. thirty five 
Days more he was perfectly well (7). 
Moreover the great Parent of Phy ſick 
frequently uſed in Pains of the Side to ap- 
ply Fomentations to the Part affected. 
« We ſhou'd try (ſays he) to diſcuſs Pains 
c of the Sides, with Fomentations either 


„ jin the Beginning of the Diſorder or af- 


« terwards; one of the beſt of theſe is hot 
« Water in a Bottle, Bladder, or a brazen 
te or earthen Veſſel, If tis put in a hard 
«« Veſſel, it ought to be wrapt up in ſome- 
e thing ſoft, ſuppoſe Wool. If a moiſt 
« Fotus is more proper, a large - ſoft 
„ Spunge taken out of hot Water and 
« wrung, may be conveniently uſed; the 
_ « Fomentation ſhou'd be cover'd over with 


7) Lib. 7. Epidem 1234. | 
{© the 


Of Expettoration, &. 209 
the Bed-Cloaths, by which Means its 
« Heat will laſt the longer, and its Steam 
te be hinder'd from becoming troubleſome 
< to the Patient, unleſs any Advantage may 
te be expected therefrom, for ſometimes 
© it is of Service, Beſides, Barley and 
“ Vetches mix'd with Vinegar ſo diluted 
te as to be a little ſowrer than a Perſon can 
e drink, well heated and put into a Bag, 
te may be applied in the like Caſe. 80 
*© Rran prepared in the ſame Manner is of 
« Service. Salt and Millet Seed torrefied 
* are uſed dry and put into a woollen Bag 
* when applied. Such Sort of Fotnenta- 
* tions diſcuſs not only Pains of theSide bes 
<« low the Diaphragm, ! but thoſe alſo which 
© reach upwards to the Clavicles”. (8). 
This is not the only Sort of Diſorder in 
which Hippocrates recommends Fomenta- 
tions. It was preſcribed for Meton, be- 
cauſe after the Criſis he cou'd get no fleep, 
and talk d madly; who after well bathing 
his Head reſted, and became ſenſible (9). 
In Diſeaſes of the * in Quinſies and 


(8) De rat. vict. in morb. acut. 327. (9) Lib. 1. 
Epid. Egrot. 7: 4 
P in 
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in a Word in all Pains and Infammations, 
Fomentations are of uſe. There is indeed 
one of a particular Kind recommended by 
Hippocrates for a Quinſy and ſome Diſeaſes 
of the Uterus, namely a Vaporary which 
is prepared from different Medicines adapt- 
ed to the Nature of the Diſeaſe. The fol- 
lowing Fotus of this Kind is ordered for a 
Quinſy ſeated about the Tonſils, and pro- 
ceeding from viſcid Humours, in which 
Diſorder, after proper Evacuations, tis 4 
moſt effectual remedy; for it procures 
plentiful Spitting, and ſtrongly diſcuſſes 
the Tumour. Irs compoſed of. Nitre, 
Marjoram, and Creſſes, put into an equal 
Quantity of Vinegar and Water, to which 
is added a little Oil. The Manner of uſing 
it is this, Fill an earthen Pot about two 
thirds full with this Compoſition, and let 
a Cover be exactly fitted to it, which is 
concave on the Inſide, and has a Hole in 
the Middle; in this Hole a Tube of nine 

Inches or forme hrt more is fix d, (thus 
the Cover with the Tube will net be very 
unlike one of our Funnels), this done, the 


Pot i is to be put over the Fire till the Li- 
| quor 
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quor boils; then it muſt be taken off and 
ſet in hot Embers, ſo that the Steam may 
continue to riſe, but not ſealding hot; this, 
Steam is to be convey d to the * affected 
by Means of the Tube (1). 0 

Beſides, the Diſorder which Hippos 
crates hints at relieving by the Steams of 
hot Water drawti in with the Breath, is 
if I may gueſs, a Perjpnepmony ; 3, where 
the Matter being thick is brought up with, 
Difficulty, or cannot be At all pe dent. 
ed. 

The hend likewiſe of thoſe Baths 
by which the whole Body may be conye- 
niently fomented are, mentioned by Hip- 
pocrates ir in his Book de viet.rat. in mor bis 
acutis; but, i in his Time very few had an 
Opportunity of uſing them in ſuch. Kind 
of Diſeaſes, and with us there is now hard- 
ly any ſuch thing to be come at. 

To return from this Digreflion, Where 
the Pain of the Side continues violent, not- 
withſtanding a ſufficient Quantity of Blood 
has been drawn off, and other proper Re- 


(1) Lib. 2. de morb. 469. & Lib. 2. de morb. mulier. 
648. 
F''2 medies 
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medies adminiſtred, we may have Recourſe 
to Cupping with Scarißeation. Cn re- 
commends this Operation, when the Diſ- 
order has run to ſome Length: And Are- 
tæus uſed it after the ſeventh Day (2). 

This latter directs a great deal of Flame to 
be kindled in the Cupping Glaſs in order to 
warm the Fleſh, and provoke 'Sweat ; and 
when a proper Quantity of Blood is drawn 
off, to apply to the ſcarified Places, Salt 
and Nitre put upon a Rag ſinear'd over 
with Ointment, and the next Day to ap- 
ply the Cupping-glaſs again; for in his 
Judgment the ſecond Copping draws out 
the thin acrid Hamours, and gives greater 
Relief than the former. But where it hath 
been improper to draw away Blood, on 
Account of the Veſſels being emptied; and 
the Patient's being weaken'd, I have 
known dry Cupping-glaſſcs and Bliſters 
apply d to the pained Part, do great Ser- 
vice. And in a ſtubborn Diſordet, Bliſters 
have been lain on the ſcarified Places Amer 
Cupping, with good Succeſs. 


©(z) Celf. Lib. 4 Cap. 6. Aret. acut. morb. curat. Lib. 1, 
Cap. 10. 
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COMMENTARY IX. 
07 the Diſcharge by Urine. 
| O Urine, tho' diſcharg'd in large 


Quantities, doth by no means carry 

off a Fever. But ſuch ſmooth, 
white, even Matter as falls to the Bottom 
in well concocted Urine, always abates and 
removes this Diſorder, provided it is made 
in a conſiderable Quantity, and for a Con- 
tinuance. This is what Hippocrates chief- 
ly truſted to, and on its appearing in a 
proper Manner, he expected the Diſeaſe 
would ſoon go off; and this Sign will 
very ſeldom deceive us if the Cure is ma- 
naged according to his Directions. 80 
that if there could be Medicines found, 
which would as certainly provoke Urine, 
as others purge, or raiſe a Sweat, yet ſtill 
we ſhou'd reap but little Advantage from 
them in Fevers, unleſs at the ſame time 
they procured a good kindly Sediment ; 
but that which principally conduceth to 
4 the 
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the Concoction of the Urine, is a ſkil- 
ful Management of the whole Method of 
Cure. 
However, if the febrile Matter tends to - 
paſs oft chiefly thro' the Bladder, there is 
uſually a-very large, thick, and as it were 
purulent Sediment in the Urine, which 
frequenily paſſeth with Difficulty. In 
this Caſe diuretic Medicines are to be giv- 
en, together with large Quantities of pro- 
per Liquids ; ; we ſhould alſo endeavour to 
relax the urinary Paſſages with Fomenta- 
tions apply'd exteroally near the Kidnies, 
and with emollient Clyſters ; in other Re- 
ſpects the Patient ſhou'd be kept ſome- 
what goſtive and free from Sweat, leſt the 
ſerous Humours, with which the febrile 
Matter ought to be waſhed off, ſhou'd be 
diverted from the Kidaies. 
But in order to carry off the acrid Salts, 
the urinous Oil, and the corrupted Serum, 
tis highly neceſſary in Fevers that the 
Urine ſhould always paſs off freely ; for 
the conſtant regular Paſſage aſſigned to 
thoſe by Nature, is thro' the Kidnies ; 
and theſe Feculencies are generated i inmuch 
preate: Quantities i in Fevers, than in Health, 


as 


* 
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as appears from the Experiments of Hel- 
mont, and Browne Langriſh (1). When 
theſe therefore are retain'd in the Blood, 
which happens when the Urine is not ſe- 
creted in a ſufficient Quantity, or comes 
off limpid, the Head is threatened (as all 
Phyficians know) with the worſt Diſor- 
ders. If it be only therefore to waſh off 
theſe Kinds of excrementitious Matter, 
larger Quantities of Liquids are required 
in Fevers than in perfect Health. 


(1) Of the different Weight of the ſame Perſons Urine in a 
Fever, and in Health, ſee Helmont. Tract. ſcholar. 
humoriſt. Cap. 4. Art. 31. See chemical Analyſis of 
the Blood and Urine bath in Health and ardent Fevers in 
the modern Theory and Hiſtory of Fevers. By Browne 

a Langriſh, | | | | 4 


COMMENTARY X. 


Of Sweating. 


\Weat, or at leaſt a gentle moiſture of 
the Skin, is always to be wiſhed for, 
towards the End of a Fever; for ac- 
cording to Hippocrates, acute Diſeaſes are 
carried off either by the Mouth, or by Stool, 
or by Urine, or ſome ſuch like Way, but 
Sweat is common to all (1), This is con- 
firm'd by the Hiſtories of his Patients in the 
firſt and third Book of epidemical Diſeaſes ; 
for all thoſe who recovered, except three, 
ſweated ; ſo that the Cure begun and car- 
ried on by other Evacuations was for the 
moſt Part perfected by Sweat. It js obſerved 
of one of thoſe who recover'd without 
ſweating, that on the twentieth Day the 
Fever left him, but he did not ſweat; a- 
bout the 27th Day, the morbid Matter 


(1) De rat. vi, in motb, acut. (403). 
44g which 
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which remain'd behind: fell down in- 
to his Hip, but not ſtaying long there, 


the Tumours which were by his Ears in- 
creaſed and were painful : From the thirti- 
eth a Diarthæa, Dyſentery and turbid Urine 
gradually carried off the Abſceſs and the 
Diſeaſe; at length about the fortieth, he 
had a Pain in the right Eye and became 
dim- ſighted (2). So that the Criſis being 
here effected without Sweat was very trou- 
bleſome and protracted. Another of thoſe 
was not freed from the Diſeaſe till the 
eightieth Day (3), and the third not before 
the Hundred and twentieth (4). 

| Conſtant warm gentle Sweats bedewing 
all Parts of the Body, and coming on ſea- 
ſonably after a good Concoction of the 
Urine, will perfectly carry off a Fever 
without any other critical Evacuation. 
Examples of this kind are met with in the 
6th and 10th Hiſtory, Sect. 2. Lib. 3. 


Epidem. 
But tho' plentiful and warm Sweats ap- 


pear on the critical Days, they will not 


(2) Egrot. g. Lib. 1. (3) Egrot. 5. Lib. 1. 
(4) Kgrot. 9. S. 2. Lib. 3 A n 


however 
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however entitely remove the Diſeaſe, if the 
Urine is not concocted, at leaſt not with- 
out ſome other Aſſiſtance. Thus it hap- 
pen'd to thoſe Patients mentioned by Hip- 
pocrates in Hiſt, 7. Lib. 1. Epidemic and 12th 
Sect. Lib. 3. The Diſeaſe went off on 
ſweating and did not return, thoꝰ the U- 
rine was crude, but then one of em after 
the Criſis, bled frequently at the Noſe, 
and the other had a diſcharge of the like 
Kind by the Uterus. His other Patients 
Who fell into a Sweat whilſt the Urine was 
crude, had not their Fever carried off by 
it, or at leaſt only for a ſhort Time. _ 
Sweats however are of ſervice if they mi- 
tigate the Fever; or make the Diſeaſe more 
tolerable to the Patient, unleſs they are 
_ otherwiſe more hurtful by thickning the 
Blood at the Beginning of the Diſeaſe, or 
preventing a more uſeful' Evacuation at 
the State. Salutary Sweats for the moſt 
Part break out towards the End of the Pa- 
roxyſm, and intermitting Fevers ſhew this 
to be the moſt convenient time for Sweats. 
Therefore in well-conſtituted Fevers (which 
are ſuch as have their Paroxyſms regularly 
on the * Days) Hippocrates always 
| expected 
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expected Sweats on the unequal or critical 
Days; but if they happen'd on other Days, 
and out of the Paroxyſm, he was afraid of a 
dangerous, troubleſome and long Diſeaſe (5). 

This moſt ſagacious Phyſician hath like- 
wiſe remark'd, that noxious Sweats do 
ſometimes ariſe from a general Relaxation 
of the Body occaſion'd by Weakneſs, and 
ſometimes from the Violence of the Fe- 
ver (6). And by late Experiments it is de- 
monſtrated, that when the Force of the vital 
Humour is by drawing off Blood dimi- 
niſh'd one third, viſcid cold Sweats will 
prefently appear (7). Such we generally 
obferve Patients to have in fainting Fits, 
or when they are near dying. - Theſe are 
probably occaſion'd by a paralytick Diſpo- 
ſition of the muſcular Fibres which ſur- 
round the extreme Arteries and Pores of 
the cutaneous Glands, A ſmall and une- 
qual Pulſe indicates the Sweat to proceed 
from this Cauſe; and this Sort of Excre- 
tion is frequently met with in flow nervous 
Fevers. As in a general Relaxation of the 
Body, Sweats are occafion'd by the weak- 
en'd Veſſels not being able to retain the 


(5) Lib. prænot. (38) Coac. prænot. (209) 
(0 Lib. Peet. (209) (7) Hale's Hamaſtat. Exper. — 


Humours, 
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Humours, lo are they likewiſe at the 
Height of an ardent Fever, by the Hu- 
mours being driven out thro' the extreme 
Artcries, by the Violence of the impelling 
Force. The Signs of this are a ſtrong pulſe | 
or a very quick and frequent one with a 
great Heat of Body. 

It wou'd have been incredible that lo 
great a Quantity of Humours ſhou'd daily 
paſs off imperceptibly thro' the Skin and 
refpuatory Paſſages of healthy Perſons, if 
it had not been demonſtrated by the un- 
doubted Experiments of Sanctorius. He 
likewiſe found that Heat greatly increaſes 
Perſpiration ; ſo that a Perſon perſpires 
more plenrifully i in hot Countries, and more 
there in Summer time, and in Summer 
moſt in the hotteſt Days, But Heat not 
only increaſes the Quantity, but the Acri- 
mony alſo of the perſpirable Matter; 
whereſore in [taly, when its Evacuation is 
obſtructed in Summer time, a troubleſome 
Heat is immediately felt, and ſhortly after 
comes on a malignant Fever; but the ſame 
Accident in Winter produces no ſuch Diſ- 
orders (8). Sanctorius likewiſe diſcover'd 


(8) SanQorius Aph. 35. Sect. 2. & Aph. 78. Sect. 1 
that 
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that the perſpirable Matter is rendred acrid, 
either by external Heat, or by a violent 
Motion of the Humours, or by long Con- 
tinuance within the Body (g). Even the 
mildeſt Humours of Animals, when out 

of the Body, intirely diſſolve and 0 
with Heat, and this will happen ſo muc 
the ſooner as the Heat approaches nearer, 
provided it doth not quite reach that De- 
gree which coagulates the White of an 
Egg. Now Humours diffolv'd by Putre- 
faction, beſides Water, conſiſt of exceed- 
ing acrid, volatile, ſulphureous and ſaline 
Particles, than which when highly exalted 
by Putrefaction nothing is more poiſonous; 
for if the ſmalleſt Particle of a rotten Egg, 
be ſwallowed, it cauſes Shivering, Vomit- 
ing, Anxiety, Gripes, a Diarrhæa, Heat, 
Thirſt, and diſſolves the Blood like a pelti- 
lential Venom. Nay, the ſtinking Smells 
of dead Bodies are able to produce the ſame 
Effects (1). But 'tis altogether ſurpri- 
zing that a Dog kept in a Heat not a third 
Part greater than the natural Heat of a 
healthy Man, ſhould be killed within the 


09) Aph. 37. Set. 2. (1) Boerhaav. Chem. Proc. 113. 
1 Space 
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Space of thirty Minutes; that i in this ſhort 
Space of Time his Humours ſhould be 
quite diſſolv'd, and tarn'd i into a putrid 
Sanies, of ſo noxious a Nature, that a 
| Airong luſty Fellow apptoaching too nigh, 
was almoſt' ſtruck dead with the bare 
ſmell (2). How ſpeedily were the juices 
within this animal Body diffoly'd only by 
Heat! how very acrid and venemous were 
they render'd ! whetefore it ſeems likely, 
that the hotter the Climate or Seaſon is, 
the more violently do the Humours of all 
Animals tend to Diſſolution and Putrefac- 
tion. 

The Pores of the Skin, of the Wind- 
Pipes, and of the other Paſſages of the 
Breath, are form'd by Nature, for the Se- 
cretion ahd Excretion of ſuch Particles, as 
being either ground down by Friction, or 
diffoly'd by Heat, are uſeleſs, ſabtilized, 
and wou'd ſoon become putrid. The ac- 
tive Particles of Sweat, as well as of that 
Humour Which inſenſibly paſſes off thro* 
the Skin, are ſaline and ſulphureous, to 
which Water ſerves as a Vehicle. Hence 


(2) Boerhaav. V. t. (276) 
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we may make a probable Conjefure for 
what Reaſon a more plentiful Perſpiration 
is neceſſary in hot Weather, and why ſuch 
violent Diſeaſes ariſe from a Defect of it. 
It will beſides, I believe, readily be granted, 
that evety excretory Organ eaſily admits 


that Humour only which is proper to it, 
and generally excludes thoſe of every other 


Kind. Thus the Pores of the Skin are 
unfit to diſtharge the Urine, for which 
Nature ' hathi appropriated the Kidnies; 
for in a Suppteſſion of Urine from a Defect 
in the Kidnies, thoſe Diſeaſes which from 
thehce affekt che Head, will not be pre- 
vente by the Flow of ever ſo great a 
Quantity of Sweat. By diminiſhing the 
Redundancy of the Serum — m_ 
of Urine, but the Salts a. and Oils which the 
Kidnies were formed to ſeparate, remain 
behind. Neither do the Kidnies ſeem faf- 
ficient to ſeparate that Matter which ought 
to be evacuated by the Skin. And for the 
ſame Reaſon, the febrile Matter can hardly 
be carried off either by the Kidnies, or 
the Skin, or any other Outlets, before it 
be aſſimilated to that Humour which is 

| wont 
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wont do be. filter'd thro' thoſe. organs. 
Now that which is evacuated bythe Skin is 
the moſt ſubtile of all the Excrements of the 
Body, therefore the febrile Matterwhich is 
to paſs off this Way ought to be exceedingly = 
well attenuated and concocted, for which 
ReaſoncriticalSweatsgenerally ſucceed other 
Evacuations. And this is conformable to 
the Opinion of the great Parent of Phyſick, 
who gives this Account of Sweats appear- 
ing in Fevers. Where the Diſorder 
t ends on the critical Days, and the febrile 
« Heat goes off at the ſame Time, the thin- 
et neſt Part of the Pituita and Bile, (for 
* theſe he eſteem'd the febrile Matter) is 
< melted down and ſeparated, and this is 
tc partly carried out of the Body, and part- 
« ly remains within; that which remains 
<« within the Body is in Part attenuated by 
« Heat, becomes a Vapour and mixing 
« with the Spirit is diſcharg d. Such is 
< the, Nature of theſe Things, and from 
« theſe ariſes Sweat.” (3). But the febrile 
Matter ſcarce ſeems to require ſo much at- 
tenuation and Preparation to be rendred 


(3) Lib. 1. de morb, (458) 
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of the Nature of Urine; for it is generally 
perceived concocted in the Urine before the 


critical Sweats appear; and if Sweats happen 
before, they ſeldom carry off the Diſcaſe: 


But from the Signs of a good Concoction 
in the Urine, we know that the febrile 
Matter is become fit to paſs off by Sweat. 
In this State, if the Fever was ardent 
and the Patient ſtrong, if there was no 
Sign of an Inflammation, or of any ob- 
ſtructed Viſcera, the Antients fore the 
Patient to pour down large Draughts of 
cold Water; from whence they expected 
either Vomiting or Purging, or Sweats; 
but this laſt always after the other Eva- 
cuations, Which flowing according to Ex- 
pectation, the Fever was preſently re- 
moved (4). But this Method ſometimes 
affected the Patient's Throat ſo that he 
cou'd hardly ſwallow ; ſometimes his Sto- 
mach or Liver, or Lungs or Diaphragm, 
or ſome other noble Part, was thereby 
greatly injured. On which Account this 
Method is not to be raſhly made uſe of. 
But beſides the Marks of Concoction in 
the Urine, there are other Signs which 
(4)- Galen. meth. medend. Lib. 9. Cap. 5. 


Q 


precede 


226 Of Sweating.” 
precede. the Eruption of critical Sweats, 
v8, a conſiderable Heat, but not a burn- 
ing one, is felt in the Skin and Extremities 
of the Body, and the Skin itſelf, which was 
before hard and contracted, begins to grow 
ſoft; the Tendons about the Wriſt feel 
leſs tenſe, and the Tongue begins to grow 
moiſt ; but the moſt-infallible- and proper 
Sign of an approaching critical Sweat, is a 
full, ſoft and pretty ſtrong Pulſe; for this 
ſhews that the Humours are fit to paſs off 
thro” the Pores, and the Pores well diſpoſ- 


dd to tranſmit the Humours. A Phyſi- 


cian then, who is the Servant of Nature. 
will not raſhly buſy himſelf in provoking 
Sweat, before the Signs appear, and when 
he perceives that a Criſis by Sweat is ap- 
proaching, will wait for ſuch a Pulſe, and 
endeavour to procure it as ſoon as poſſible. 
But this cannot be obtained in all Caſes 
without different and quite oppoſite Re- 
medies; for in ſlow Fevers, where the 
Pulſe, which was ſmall and languid, grows 
ſtronger-and fuller at the Approach of the 
Criſis, it is to be heightned by warm Me- 
dicines fo far, till it eomes up to the De- 

gree preſcribed by Nature. On the con- 

8 C way 4 . trary, 
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trary, in acute and inflammatory Fevers, 
where the Pulſe: is too ſtrong and hard, 
we ſhould reduce its Exceſs by proper E- 


vacuations, diluting Liquors, and nitrous. _ 


Medicines, till it become ſoft and mode- 

rate. Having thus obtained the deficed 
State of the Pulſe, if Sweat doth not ap- 
pear it ought to be raiſed, - and the more 

ſo, if at that Time the Fever ſhou'd have 
a Return of its Paroxyſm, and the Diſeaſe 

is wont to be terminated by Sweat. Hip- 

focrates, when Nature is endeavouring an 
Excretion by the Skin, ſometimes adviſes 

Sweats to be procured by the Steams of 

hot Water (5); and in this Condition, if 
the Skin be relaxed by the warm Vapour, 
the Patient will eaſily ſweat, provided he 

be cover'd with a ſufficient Quantity of 

Cloaths. However, this beſt of Phyſici- 
ans ſeems very rarely to have uſed any par- 
ticular Remedy to raiſe a Sweat, but di- 
recting his Cure according to the Rules of 
Art, he waited till they flow'd of their 
own Accord. Of all that immenſe Tribe 
of internal ſudorific ' Medicines which 


> (5) Lib. de Arte (7,) | | b * 
Q 2 | have 


have been brought into uſe by the Moderns, 
not one of 'em more certainly or with leſs 
Diſturbance to the Body, promotes the 
— cutaneous Excretion, than Opium and 
Camphire mixed: Opium perhaps relaxes 
the muſcular Fibres which conſtringe the 
Pores, and Camphire exceeds all Aroma- 
ticks in Subtilty, and is diſpos'd to paſs off 
thro' the Skin. Moreover, weak Infu- 
fions of aromatic Plants ſupp'd in hot, 
promote Sweat, waſh off the febrile Mat- 
ter, and at the fame time hinder the Blood's 
being condenſed; by ſweating. But this 
Method, (to repeat it once more) is moſt . 
ſucceſsfully practis'd when the Urine is 
concocted, and the Pulſe is foft and full. 
Notwithſtanding all this, ſome having 
obferved, that almoſt all Fevers are termi- 
nated by Sweat, and many of em (ſuch as 
Fevers not laſting above a Day or two, and 
other flight ones arifing from Errors com- 
mitted with Regard to the fix Non- natu- 
rals) are ſoon carried off by it, have ima- 
gined that Fevers of all Kinds are beſt cured 
by Sweating. Hence, from the Times of 
the Arabians, a great Variety of ſudorific 
Medicines began to come into uſe, which 
| indeed 
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indeed we ſee given to all indiſcriminately, 
immediately.in the Beginning of Fevers, 
without any Regard to the Ms I of 
y febrile Matter. 

This great and iger Error of Phyſici- 
ans was ſtrongly oppoſed bySydenbam, who 


not only rejected the uſe of hot ſudorific 
Medicines in Fevers, as well as loading the 
Patients -with a great many Cloaths, but 
wou'd have the Sweats which flow'd of 
their 'own Accord in the Beginnipg of the 
Diſeaſe, prevented (6). For Experience 
had taught him, that the worſt Kind of 
Symptoms were produced by ſuch a hot 
Regimen, and that Fevers were to be cur- 
ed, more certainly, expeditiouſly and a- 
grecably, by a very different Method. For 
this the good Man was purſued by Envy 
and Calumny: There being in every Sta- 

tion of Life a deteſtable Sort of Creatures, 
who can do but little to deſerve Praiſe 
themſelves, ſych therefore make it their 
Buſineſs to rob others of their Reputation, 
that fo when they are greatly outdone in 
their own Profeſſion, it may not be per. 
ceived by the injudicious Pure of Mankind. 


(6) Sect. 2. Cap. 3. 


a3 Ry 


By this Peſt of Society it was invented, that 
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Sydenbam (wholly for the Sake of Contra- 


diftion) made it his only Point to overſet 


that Method of Cure which athers ap- 
prov'd of; but Poſterity is generally juſt 
to the Memory of thoſe who deſerve well 
of the Publick, and the maſt celebrated of 
our Profeſſion have unanimouſly: judged 
him worthy of the higheſt Eſteem, ; ndy 
ſuperior to all Praiſe, 

But if the Method of curing * con⸗ 
ſited only in raiſing and; keeping up a 
Sweat, this Art would be ſoon learnt; 
for then the only Buſineſs of a Phyſician 
wou'd be to-procure a Sweat as ſoon ag 
poſſible, and to keep it on till the Diſeaſe 


was cured. Nor is there any Difficulty in 


the Choice of ſudorific Medicines, fince the 


| Rule, is to begin with the milder Sort, and 


gradually to proceed (if there be Occaſion) 
to the ſtrongeſt, and never to omit Bliſters, 
when any bad Symptom happens. Since 
then there's not a great deal of Labour or 
judgment required, to be Maſter of this 
Method of Cure, and an Apothecary's 
Prentice is as capable of conducting it as 
an old regular Phyſician, 'tis no Wooyer 

| that 


Of Sweating. 231 
that the more injudicious, indolent and 
Uliterate Part of the Profeſſion ſhou'd pur- 
ſue this Method before all others. In- 
deed, if it was ſo ſucceſsful in Practice as 
tis eaſy to be underſtood, 'twou'd be the 
moſt eligible of all; but what is to be 
lamented, this Method which is employ d 
to expel the febrile Matter thro' the Pores 
of the Skin, is not only attended with more 
Danger, but likewiſe greater Trouble and 
Delay; for by it the Diſeaſe is very often 
. protracted many Weeks, and the Patient 
by Means thereof brought to the Brink of 
the Grave, if he chance to eſcape Death; 
beſides: he is plagued with a Load of Me- 
dicines throughout the long Courſe of the 
Fever, in order to combat thoſe Symp» 
toms which an injudicious Management 
of the Diſeaſe produced. Theſe are the 
Words of Sydenham (5), whoſe Judgment 
thoſe great Lights of Phyſick, Mead, Friend, 
and Boer baave, and many others of prin- 
cipal Note have conficm'd in their Writ- 
inge. For thoſe then who have the Cate 
of the Health and Lives of their Fellqw- 
Creatures to deſpiſe Admonitions of ſuch - 
great Importance, is highly criminal, but 
. (7) Schedul. monitor. de novz febris ingreſſu. 

| knoW- 
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knowing] y to uſe a Method for protract- 
ing Diſeaſes, in order to enrich themſelves, 
is practiſing the Art of poiſonin - 
But whereas the hot Regimen is ſtill too 
much in uſe, it may not be amiſs to exa- 
mine a little more narrowly, how it comes 
to paſs that ſo many ill Conſequences flow 
from it. 
Nature then is ſcarce ever able to ex- 
pel the febrile Matter by Sweat, before it 
has taken up a proper Time for its Ma- 
turation, except in the Plague; ſo that 
Sweats which of their own Accord flow 
largely in the Beginning of a Diſcaſe, do 
not carry off the Fever, but prognoſticate 
a long and dangerous Diſorder, or proba» 
bly ate the Occaſion of it. They likewiſe 
render the Patient coſtive in the 
ding, and in putrid Fevers frequently caufe 
a Diarrhea towards the Criſis ; whereas 
thoſe Perſons generally eſcape, and moſt 
eaſily get free from a Fever, to whom the 
very contrary of this happens, viz. When 
at the Beginning of the Diſeaſe the Belly 
is lax, but a little before and at the Criſis, 
coſtive. When the Patient is coſtive from 
-the nee the Fœces are retain'd in 
.1.1.: the 
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the Body, the Inteſtines are diſtended, and 
a Paſſage denied the turgid Matter, - ifi 
caſe there ſhou'd be any in the prime vie; 
what and how great Miſchiefs ariſe from 
hence, has been explain'd above. And 

tho' at the Beginning there ſhou'd be no 
vitiated Juices in the firſt Paſſages, yet ſuch 
-will, in a ſhort Time, be bred there ; for 
the Bile, both Cyltick and Hepatick, the 
Mucus of the Stomach and Inteſlines, the 
feculent Matter of the Humours and Food, 
which ought to paſs off by Stool, are in- 
tercepted, diflolved and putrefied ; from the 
firſt Paſſages they are carried into the Blood, 
(having firſt injured the Parts where they 
lodged) there they kindle up a new Fe- 
ver, and with Difficulty ſurmounting the 
ſubtle winding Veſſels of the Brain and 
Viſcera, occaſion Obſtructions and Inflam- 
mations of the more noble Parts, and 
thereby bring on a Train of the worft 


Kind of mes Jeet This is generally the 
"Caſe even when the Method fucceeds ac- 
cording to their Expectation, nor will the 
bad Symptoms ceaſe, before the corrupt- 
ed Matter, which ought to have been car- 
fied off by Stool, is either thrown out in 

Puſtules 
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Puſtules on the Skin, or evacuated with 
the Sweat. Beſides, if you open a Vein 
after copious Sweats, the Blood will be 
found thick, as being deprived of its Serum, 
and the whole condenſed into a grumous 
Subſtance; forthis we have the Teſtimony 
of the great Harvey. When Sweats then 
are forced out by hot Medicines ja the Be- - 
- gianing of Fevers, eſpecially inflammatory 
ones, where a ſizy Lentor of the Blood is 
a great Part of the Diſorder, the vital Hu- 
mour will be prodigiouſly thicken'd, and 
by that Means rendred unfit to circulate 
thro' the extreme, capillary Arteries, but 
being impell d with Violence, will he 
forced into them, and there ſtick faſt. If 
this. happens in the Brain, the Conſe- 
quence will be a Phrenzy or Lethargy; if 
in the Breaſt, a Difficulty of Br or 
Pain of the Side; if about the Præcordia, a 
Diſtenſion, Heat, Pain of theſe Parts, Oppreſ- 
ſion of the Breaſt, Anxiety, Reſtleſneſs, &c. 
Sometimes indeed the Event is more fortu- 
nate, and the Matter thrown upon the Joints 
and fleſhy Parts; but from thence proceeds 
155 Pain, or perhaps Lameneſs, occa- 
on'd by a Rheumatiſm or Archritic Dif- 
order. That Symptoms of this Kind fre- 
quently 
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quently: follow from ſuch a Method of 
Cure; is confirm'd by ſad Experience. In 
flow: Fevers alſo, where warm Medicines 
are wanted to quicken: the vital Motion, 
we muſt take care that we are not too 
buſy with them. How exceedingly perni- 
cious hot alexipharmick Medicines are 
in the miliary Fever, Experience hath too 
frequently taught us; by which it appears; 
that by Means of ſuch Medicines, and 
keeping the Patients too warm, almoſt all 
died when the Diſeaſe made its firſt Ap- 
pearance; whereas at preſent, Numbers 
under a temperate Regimen, eſcape, (8). 
In a neighbouring Town this Year, a great 
many in the petechial Fever were treated 
with hot Alexipharmics, and kept in a 
continual Sweat, of which ſcarce a third 
Part recovered. 

But where the efficient Matter of the 
Diſeaſe i is of a yery ſubtile Nature, and is 
neither inviſcated in thick Humours nor 
entangled in the Pores; and if it be more- 
over found by Experience, that it may be 
evacuated by the Skin, we ought 2 


- 


| (8) Hoffman. med. rat. ſyſt. Tom, 4. e 1. Cap. 9. 
Obl. Clin. Sect. 2. 
cure 
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cure Sweat as ſoon as poſſible, that the 
morbid Matter may be expell'd before it 
has altogether corrupted the Humours. 
Jn the Plague therefore, a plentiful Profu- 
Hon of Sweat, excited by hot Medicines, 


witch the Allowance of a large Quantity of 


diluting Drinks, is the chiefeſt Remedy, 
if it be uſed before the Venom is obſti- 
nately fix d on any particular Part. But 
this Method has been attempted in the 
Small Pox, with the Loſs of a great many 
Lives; for that malignant Matter which 
occaſions the ſmall Pox, can neyer be ex- 
pell'd thro the cutaneous Pores along with 
the Sweat. Beides, in this Diſorder the 
Patients ſeldom die for want of having the 
Venom expell'd from the Blood, but fre- 
quently on Account that the Abſceſs, con- 
ſiſting of the Puſtules, is greater than the 
Patient's Strength can bear, which Abſteſs 
or Number of Puſtules, is greatly 8 
by the Uſe of hot Medicine... 
.- Notwithſtanding plentiful Sweating * 
ende Concoction of the Diſeaſe (except 
in the Plague) is generally bad, yet a 
more plentiful Perſpiration, or ſometimes 
a _ Moiſture of the Skin, is of great 
7 Service 
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Service, provided it is not occaſioned by 
the Malignity of the Diſeaſe. For * 
in Fevers do always prepare a greater Quan- 
tity of perſpirable Matter than thoſe in 
Health, on Account of the more violent 
Mction of the Humours, and the great 
Degree of Heat; if this is retain'd within 
the Body, from its Stay, Motion and Heat 
there, it muſt ſoon become very acrid, 
which is abundantly ſufficient to bring a 
malignant Fever upon a Man in perfect 
Health. A very dry Skin and parched 
Tongue, are very juſtly ranged among the 
bad Symptoms, but the ſame, ſoft and 
moiſt, among the good ones. For à moiſt 
Tongue is a Sign that Perſpiration is well 
per form d in thoſe Parts thro' which the 
Breath paſſeth, and theſe are for the moſt 
Part in the ſame Condition as the external 
Habit of the Body ; ſo that when the Skin 
is moiſt, the Mouth and Tongue will al- 
moſt always be ſo too, unleſs ſome parti- 
cular — afflicting theſe Parts pre- 
vents it. 1 2 
In theſe Climates thane's no o Neceſlity 
that Perſons in perfe& Health ſhou'd have 
a viſible Moiſture on their Sin, but in 


very 
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very warm Countries, in hot Days, this 
ſeems to be of great Service. In Egypt, 
during the ſecond Part of the Summer, 
every. one ſweats profuſely ſeveral times a 
Day, and at that Seaſon: the Inhabitants 
always enjoy the moſt perfect Health (9): 
In Italy, in hot Weather; when Perſons 
_ aſleep either by Day or Night, perſpire 
or ſweat much, they become lighter, and 
are not moleſted with any Heat that 
Day (1). But to thoſe who in very hot 
Weather do not throw off all the perſpi- 
rable Matter, the Heat is troubleſome (2). 
In acute Fevers, a gentle Sweat, eſpecial- 
ly in Time of Sleep, and not proceeding 
from the Violence of the Fever, nor a mor- 
bid Relaxation of the Body, generally 
makes the Patient bear the Diſeaſe more 
eaſily; for it removes the bad Symptoms 
ſuperadded to thoſe which properly be- 
long to the Fever, from a Retention of the 
acrid perſpirable Matter. Some of theſe 
are a Heavineſs of the Head, a painful 
Wearineſs of the whole Body, . Thirſt, 


- (9) Alpin. de medic. nee iu, 
AY SanQor. Aph. 28. Sect. 2. (2) SanRor. Aph. 78. 
i „ | 


Heat, 
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Heat, Reſtleſnefs (3), but a more plenti- 
ful Perfpiration or gentle Sweat now and 
then will prevent thoſe bad Symptoms, 
which wou'd ſoon ariſe from that Cauſe. 
Such Sweats, according to Hippocrates's 
Obſervation, are beſt which come upon the 
critical Days after the Signs of Concoction, 
and carry off the Diſeaſe ; but thoſe are 
good which appear equally over all the 
Body, and make the Patients bear the Dif- 
eaſe more eafily, Tis likely therefore 
that the former expel the febrile Matter, 
and the latter the acrid perſpirable Excre- 
ment only, whilſt the Diſeaſe is quite 
crude. But, according to the Advice of the 
fame Perſon, if thoſe Evacuations or E- 
ruptions, which are of Service when they 
happen ſpontaneouſly, do not appear, the 
Matter being kept in, they ought ' to be 
procured by Art; therefore when the Skin 
and Tongue are parched and dry, a pru- 
dent Phyſician will immediately attempt 
an Excretion of the per ſpirable Matter, not 
by increaſing the Fever ſo high as to force 
Sweat by its Violence, but by relaxing the 


(3) Ibid. Aph. 113. Aph. 23. -Sect. . and elſewhere. 
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Veſſels, diluting and attenuating the * 
mours, and regulating the vital Motion; for 
by this Way we conſult the bad Symptoms 

and primary Diſeaſe both at the ſame 
Time. On the contrary, the i ignorant and 

injudicious, if they know how to mitigate 

the preſent bad Symptoms, mind that 
only, and are not at all ſollicitous for what 
may happen hereafter. Thus giving the 

Patient ſome Eaſe theyingratiate themſelves 
with him and thoſe about him, and ap- 

plaud themſelves at the ſame Time for the 
great things they have done; when by 
this Method they frequently bring the Pa- 

tient into the greateſt Difficulties and the 

utmoſt Danger of Life. Such an Error is 
never more frequently committed than in 
giving what they call cordial and ſudorific 
Medicines in the beginning of Fevers, for 
this Method promiſes an eaſy and pleaſant 
Cure, and is agreeable to the Opinion of 
the Vulgar, Cuſtom has made it familiar, 
and the Patient finds himſelf relieved when 
the Sweat begins to flow, and if they ſtop, 
he is abundantly hotter, more thirſty and 
reſtleſs. But Sweats, which are very eaſily 


brought on in the beginning of a Diſeaſe, 
will 
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will frequently quite diſappear as it advan- 
ces towards its Height, ſo as not to be re- 
call'd by the warmeſt Medicines ; and tho' 
they ſhou'd continue to flow they will cer- 
tainly bring along with them thoſe bad 
Symptoms which have been mention'd be- 
fore. Altho' the Antients the moſt ſtudi- 
ous of Nature, never admitted this Me- | 
thod of Practice, and the Moderns more 
intimately inſtructed in the ſacred Myſte- 
ries of Phyſick always rejected it, yet tis 
never to be expected that the old Women, 
who have a Licenſe. of ſlaying Mankind 
with Impunity, ſhould ever ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be taken off from their Method 
of Cure; but *tis to be wiſh'd, that Phyſi- 
cians who. follow the Guidance of Reaſon, 
would throw aſide their Prejudices, and 
weigh the Matter with that Carefulneſs it 
deſerves, and baniſh this pernicious Me- 
thod from that Art which promiſes Health 
to Mankind. 

From what hath been ſaid (that I may 
at Length diſmiſs this ungrateful Subject) 
it appears, that the beſt Aſſiſtance Art can 
give, is to keep all thoſe Paſſages fiee and 
open in Fevers, thro' which the excre- 
R menti- 


4 . 
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mentitious Matter of the Body is daily dif- 
charged in Time of Health. For a Re- 
tention of any Part of it in healthy Perſons 
(tis well known) produces Fevers, and al- 
moſt all kinds of Diſorders: How much 
more Injury then will it bring to Perſons 
already in Fevers, when the Strength of 
the Body is greatly impair d by another Diſ- 
eaſe, and all the excrementitious Matter 
become of a more malignant Nature, and 
collected in greater Quantity within the 
Blood-Veſſels! The Fever in the mean- 
while is falſely charg'd with being the Au- 
thor of all thoſe bad Symptoms which 
ſupervene and fpring from another Source. 
But with what Medicines will theſe be 
combated when their Cauſe is latent? Laſtly, 
by this Method we not only prevent thoſe 
bad Symptoms which ariſe from a Reten- 
tion of the excrementitious Matter, but ob- 
tain another Benefit alſo, which is that as 


ſoon as any febrile Matter is, prepared for 
Excretion, there is a natural Paſlage for it 
open, let it tend which Way ſoever it will. 
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COMMENTARY XI, 


Of the Cure of critical Miles 


Aving now finiſh'd what relates to 

Evacuations, there remains to be 

explained the Method of treating 
critical Abſceſſes. 

When a Fever hath neither 2 carried 
off by an Hemorrhage, nor by Stools, nor 
by Expectoration, nor by Urine, nor by 
Sweat, but runs on attended with ſuch 
Symptoms as have been already mentioned, 
an Abſceſs may be expefted. 

An Abſceſs ſeems to proceed from the 
febrile Matter's being concocted in ſome 
Degree, but not ſo perfectly as to be capa- 
ble of eſcaping thro' the natural Paſſages, 
the Inteſtines; Kidnies and Skin, and 


from ſo remiſs a Motion of the Blood as 


is inſufficient to burſt the Arteries, For, 
in violent Fevers, almoſt the ſame Symp- 
toms denote a Flux of Blood from the 
Noſe, as in more moderate ones ſhew an 

R 2 Abſceſs 
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Abſceſs forming near the Ears. And a 
Fevers, preſently abating upon the ſeaſon- 
able Eruption of ſome conſiderable Abſceſs, 
and quickly again increaſing upon its ſub- 
ſiding, without good Reaſon, make it very 
plain, that the febrile Matter is thrown out 
and collected in a critical Abſceſs. 
| Whereforeif Nature ſeaſonably attempts 

to form an Abſcęeſs in a proper Place, it 
ought to be encouraged by Art; leſt the 
morbid Matter ſhou'd return back again; 
for the Diſeaſe to be thrown from the inner 
Parts upon the outer is good, but the con- 
trary is bad. If the Abſceſs therefore is 
purely inflammatory, thoſe things are to 
be apply'd to it, which will ſooneſt bring 
it to Suppuration; for in ardent Fevers 
where Tumours ariſe near the Ears, and 
do not ſuppurate, the Patients ſeldom re- 
cover (1). But where they ſuppurate with 
Signs of Concoction, and contain white 
Matter, they are ſalutary (2). 

Franc. Valiſius relates a fingular, but I 
think a very rational Method of curing a 
Parotis in malignant Fevers: “ What I 


0) Coac. prænot. 1379. () Coac, prænot. 
| <«« uſe 
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« uſe to do (ſays he) in this Caſe, I ſhall 
ce make no Difficulty of publiſhing, be- 
te cauſe I believe many were ſaved by it 
c who would otherwiſe have died. As 
* ſoon as ſuch Swellings begin to appear, 
« I foment the Part with ſome ſoftening 
6 Oyl, as that of Chamomile, and if they 
% don't riſe faſt enough, I apply a Cup- 
<< ping-glaſs to the very Place, that the 
% Abſceſs may not be too ſmall to be of 
e Service ; but when it is ſufficiently come 
cc out, if it increaſes very much in a ſhort 
© Time, I take off more Blood, leſt it 
4 ſhou'd become too large for the Patient's 
** Strength to ſupport. Soon after, with- 
* out waiting for any Suppuration, I open 
ce the Tumour, whilſt it is yet hard, with 
“an actual Cautery ; if the Tumour ap- 
< pear only on one Side, I open that, but 
* it on both Sides I apply the Cautery to 
* both, and afterwards lay on a ſuppurat- 
ing Cataplaſm. This Method generally 
e ſucceeds well; for the Tumour putre- 
« fying ſoon after the Eſchar is made, 
*« Pus begins to be diſcharg'd, and the 
* Head and reſt of the Viſcera are tho- 
* e roughly 
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c roughly purged by this Drain” (3). 
This very Practice was likewife much ap- 
proved by the famous Marcus Aurelius Se- 
verinus, and other noted Phyficians, as 
may be ſeen in his Writings (4). 

But where the Matter of the Abſceſs is 
of ſuch a Nature as to caufe an Eryfipelas, 
thoſe Remedies are to be applied to it 
which will condenſe the thinner Humours, 
and ſtop them at the Skin. This Sort of 
Abſceſs is a great deal more apt to return 
back than genuine Inflammations; which 
fome of Hippocrates's Interpreters not 
rightly underſtanding, have wondred that 
he ſhou'd order refrigerating Medicines, and 
thoſe which are actually cold and aſtrin- 
gent, as Beets and Gourds ſliced into cold 
Water, to be apply'd in a particular Spe- 
cies of the Quinſy, to a C thrown 
ont upon the Neck or Bieaſt, eſpecially 
fince he tells us, at the ſame Time, that 
when it ſwells outward about the Breaſt, 
the Patients for the moſt Part live, but if 
it turns inwards upon the Lungs, they ge- 


| (3) Comment. ad Hippoc. Lib. de morb. vulgar. No, 
92. Lib. 7. (4) De Abſceſſu critico, cap. 31. 


nerally 
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nerally die (5). In this Place Pxtyus ſigni- 

fies an Eryſipelas, to which Celfus, Galen 

and his Succeſſors order the Leaves of Beet, 

and aſtringent Medicines to be applied, for 

ſuch Remedies retain the morbid Matter 
in the external Parts, otherwiſe they wou'd 
ſcarcely have been preſcribed by thoſe who 
ſo well knew how dangerous it is for an 

Eryſipelas to be turn'd inwards, But theſe 
fame Medicines repel a genuine Inflamma- 
tion, 

Moreover, if the morbid Matter is criti- 
cally thrown upon the Joints, we muſt ap- 
ply what is proper, to detain it there un- 
til it be gradually waſted ; for, according to 
Hippocrates's Obſervation, Diſeaſes of the 
Joints, except thoſe of the Hips, ſeldom 
ſuppurate. 

Laſtly, if Eruptions appear upon the 
Skin, and come out but ſlowly, external 
Heat is of uſe to puſh them on, where the 
Fever is not violent ; by the ſame Means 
they are prevented from going back ſud- 
denly before their Time, And, indeed, a 
pretty great degree of Heat, internal as well 


(5) Lib, 2. de morb. (470). 
R 4 
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as external, is of uſe to encourage the E- 
ruption of all Kind of Abſceſſes. p 
However, a Criſis effected by an Abſceſs 
is generally more troubleſome and dange- 
rous than ſuch as are perfected by Evacu- 
ations, eſpecially if no critical Evecuation 
at all comes into their Aſſiſtance. Thus 
Hippocrates tells us, that when an Abſceſs 
is form'd about the Legs, and the Urine 
continues quite crude, there's Danger of 
very laſting Pains and Lameneſs (6). I 
had a Patient who was on a ſudden freed 
from a malignant Fever by an Abſceſs in 
his Thigh whilſt the Urine continued crude; 
the Thigh-Bone from thence became ca- 
rious, and the Lameneſs and Ulcer till 
remain, though this havpen'd ſeven Months 
ſince. 
Urine which drops a great deal of thick, 
white, ſmooth and equal Sediment, much 
reſembling purulent Matter, beſt of all diſ- 
ſolves and carries of critical Abſceſſes. The 
Diſcharge of this kind of Urine, ſome- 
times occaſions Pain ; hence a Strangury is 
related by our Maſter, in the ſecond Con- 


J 


(6) Coac. Præſag. (180). | 
| ſtitution 
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ſtitution of the firſt Book of Epidemics, to 
have then been the moſt <ffeftual of all 
the critical Signs. But beſides, ſuch Ab- 
ſceſſes are ſometimes cured by a ſpontane- 
ous Hemorrhage, ſometimes by a Diarrhea 
and Gripes, and ſometimes by ſpitting. 

The Matter therefore occaſioning ſuch 
Abſceſſes ſeems to be carried off by all 
theſe Diſcharges; for which Reaſon, if, 
upon the Eruption of a critical Abſceſs, the 
Patient makes a conſiderable Quantity of 
Urine with the Sediment as above deſcrib- 
ed, the Abſceſs ought not to be injudici- 
ouſly promoted by Art, for Nature will 
throw off the morbid Mat: er by the Kid- 
nies, w:th equal Safety and far greater Eaſe, 
The ſame thing holds good with reſpect 
to the other Evacuations which happen ſea- 
ſonably, and of their own Accord, after 
the Appearance of a critical . Abſceſs, 
Wherefore they are all to be encouraged, 
if they leſſen the Diſeaſe. 

Moreover, when an Abſceſs is not equal 
to the Diſcaſe, notwithſtanding it has been 
aſſiſted by Art; or if it diſappears ſuddenly 
and without Reaſon, and the Diſorder 


thereupon increaſes ; we muſt here follow 
the 
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the Example of Nature, and endeavour to 
expel the morbid Matter through proper 
Outlets. In a malignant and very fatal 
Fever which raged at Montpelier in the 
Year 1623, all thoſe Patients who had 
Parotids about the Crifis died within the 
Space of two Days from their Appearance, 
| becauſe the Abſceſs (as Riverius imagin'd) 
was not large enough to receive the whole 
Quantity of morbid Matter, In order there- 
fore to evacuate it another Way, he pre- 
{cribed Bleeding, altho' the Patients were 
very weak from an Oppreſſion; but on 
this Account he drew off the intended 
Quantity of Blood at ſeveral Times; next 
Day he procured Stools by ſome gentle 
Laxatives. So great was the Efficacy of 
this Method, that no one afterwards in 
this Conſtitution, who was treated accord- 
ing to it, died with Parotids (7). 
Ihe Spots which appear in Fevers are 
ſeldom ſufficient to receive all the morbid 
Matter, and oftentimes they come out 
without giving any Manner of Relief; 
bence ſome have imagined them to contri- 


(7) Prax, medic, cap, de febr. peſtilent, towards the 
bute 
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bute nothing at all towards the Criſis of a 
Fever. But tis certain, that Spots have 
| ſometimes perfectly carried off this Diſ- 
order, and without any other Aſſiſtance 
(8) ; and alſo that when they are thrown 
out either too ſoon or too late, it prefages 
Hl, but when they come out ſeaſonably, 
good (9). Wherefore I think the Petechiæ 
ought to be ranked with critical Abſceſſes; 
however, for the moſt Part ſome other̃ Aſ- 
ſiſtanee is wanted. The Petechial Fever 
is generally reckoned amongſt- malignant 
and mortal Diſeaſes, and when left to 
itſelf or injudiciouſly managed, is very fa- 
tal, but when treated according to Art, is 
eaſy to be cured, and a veiy ſafe Diſeaſe, 
at leaſt that was ſo which was epidemical 
at Cologne from the Year 1672 to 1674, 
and which viſited the ſame Country ſome 
Time after; ſo likewiſe was that which 
lately infeſted us, and ſtill rages; for out 
of the great Number- of Patients which 
Dr. Denckers, a Phyſician of Cologne, had 
under his Care, if I rightly remember, 
five only died, as he himſelf atteſts. This 


18) Ramazin, ce conllitut. ann. 1692, &c. No. 21. 
49) Id. ibid. & Donch ers de Idea Feb. petechial. 
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Account I can the more eaſily credit, be- 
cauſe | am certain, and can prove by a 
proper Evidence if there was Occaſion, 
that ont of one hundred Patients who 
were ill of this Fever in the preſent Con- 
ſtitution, and treated in much the ſame 
Manner, ſcarce above three died. What 
this Method is' I ſhall relate in as few 
Words as poſſible. | 
The firſt Stage of the Diſeaſe is the 
moſt proper Time for thoroughly clean- 
fing the Stomach ard Inteſtines, that the 
crude and viſcid Humours, which proba- 
bly imbibe the venemous Taint ſwallow'd 
with the Saliva, and afford it a proper 
Pabulum, may be expelled as ſoon as 
. poſſible, together with the Ferment con- 
tain'd in them; for theſe Humour, cor- 
rupted by it; ſeem to be the Source of the 
Fever. The firſt Stage of the Diſeaſe 
reaches ſo far as the Appearance of the 
Spots, or at leaſt to that Day on which 
the Conſtitution is wont to throw them 
out. In this Space of Time alſo, if either 
the Quantity or Motion of the Blood, or 
an Inflammation of any internal Part of 
the Body, requires Bleeding, it is proper 
| | tO 
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to open a Vein, and the ſooner this is 
done before the Eruption, the better. But 
if a violent Pain of the Head, or a Phrenſy, 
or extreme Drowſineſs, with Redneſs of the 
Eyes, and Face, or any other Signs of an 
Inflammation of the Brain, require bleed- 
ing, at any other Time of the Diſeaſe, 
Cupping-glafles cught to be apply'd to the 
Neck, with Scarification, and Blood drawn 
according to the Urgency of the Symp- 
toms, and the Strength of the Patient. 
The ſmall Veins under the Tongue have 
likewiſe been ſucceſsfully open'd in theſe 
Fevers; but the Patient's Weakneſs will 
not in theſe Circumſtances admit any of 
the large Veins to be open'd. In this 
Fever many ſuddenly ſeized with a Phrenſy 
and Lethargy, have unexpectedly died, 
ſeveral of whom, I doubt not, might have 
been ſaved by the ſeaſonable Uſe of this 
Remedy. But to proceed ; the Motion of 
the Blood, from the very beginning of the 
Fever, generally wants to be quicken'd, 
if we may judge by the Pulſe; this, how- 
ever is more neceſſary juſt upon the Erep- 
tion of the Petechiæ, becauſe at that Time, 
Natute being about to form an Abſceſs in 

7 the 
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the Skin, is to be aſſiſted in it; and for 
this Reaſon we ought to abſtain from purg- 
ing Medicines, and keep the Patient coſ- 
tive, a little before the ſecond Stage of the 
Diſeaſe, Among thoſe Remedies which 
are proper to excite the Motion of the 
Blood, and promote the Excretion by. the 
Skin, the Antidotes of the Antients, which 
are compoſed of Opium and warm pene- 
trating Medicines, are not the leaſt effica- 
cious; but theſe muſt not yet be given in 
ſuch a Quantity as to raiſe a Sweat; for 
Sweats are prejudicial as yet, when they 
flow of their own Accord, and abundantly 
more ſo, if forced out by Art. Moreover, 
throughout this Stage, if the vital Mo- 
tion is languid, as generally happens, the 
Patient is to be treated in the ſame Man- 
ner. As to Diet, Barley-water with Wine 
is very proper to ſupport the Patient's 
Strength, through the whole Courſe of the 
Diſeaſe, provided tlie Diſorders of the 
Head do not render Wine prejudicial. 
In the mean Time, we muſt have Regard 
to the particular Condition of the Humaurs, 
If there is an inflammatory Thickneſs of 
the Blood, 'tis proper to attenuate it with 
nitrous 
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nitrous Medicines, if there's a putrid Diſ- 
ſolution, we ſhou'd correct it with Acids 
and Aſtringents, if there's a crude viſ- 
cid Lentor, we ſhould diffolve it with 
alkaline Salts, exactly faturated with Acids, 
and likewiſe with Bliſters, which are be- 
fides of gteat Service as a Stimulus. We 
ſhould in this Stage likewiſe have a Re- 
gard to the Patient's gooing to Stool; at the 
Beginning and End of it he ought to be 
kept ſomewhat coſtive, but if he -ſhou'd 
continue ſo too long, the Oppreflion at the 
Præcordia, Anxiety and Diſorders of the 
Head and Nerves will be greatly increaſed. 
And whentheſe bad Symptoms are already 
come on from thence, two or three lax 
Stools will greatly abate them, and raiſe 
the Pulſe. When the Patient therefore 
is coſtive, it is convenient to move him 
with Rhubarb and Tamarinds : However, 
if he has been properly purged in the be- 
ginning, he will ſeldom have Occaſion for 
briſk Purging now. I prefer a laxative 
Medicine given by the Mouth, before a 
Clyſter, becauſe it cleanſes the ſmall Guts 
as well as the large ones. And a gentle 
looſening the Belly is no manner of Hin- 
| drance 
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drance .to Perſpiration (1). The ſecond 
Stage ends at the coming on of the Crifis, 
which happens ſometimes ſooner, ſome- 
times later, according to the Nature of the 
Conſtitution. In thoſe Conſtitutions where 
the Eruption of the Spots uſually happens 
about the fourth Day, there will be' a 
Crifis, at leaſt an imperfect one about the 
ſeventh; if the Eruption happens about the 
ſeventh, the Criſis may be expected about 
the fourteenth ; however, if the fourteenth 
doth not quite terminate the Diſeaſe, we 
may look for it about the twenty firſt. 
But in every- Conſtitution when 'the cri- 
tical Day of the Fever is approaching, if 
the Signs of Concoction are diſcerned in 
the Urine, if the Pulſe is fuller and ſtrong- 
er, and we obſerve thoſe Symptoms which 
preſage a Sweat, the State or third Stage 
of the Diſcaſe is at Hand, and now, and 
not before is the proper Time for provok- 
ing Sweat; wherefore warm Medicines are 
to'be given in greater Quantity, and di- 
luting Liquors dfank warm very frequently. 
A * Sweat being thus A over 


00 Sandor. Aph. 48.8.1. 
all 
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all the Body, if the Urine appears more 
cancocted, and the Patient is theteby re- 
lieved, it ought to be continued till it 
puts an End to the Fever. But if this 
ſhould; not anſwer, and the Pulſe ſhould 
again become quick and contracted, and 
the Sweat be kept up' with Difficulty, and 
the Anxiety, Oppreſſion of Breaſt, Faint- 
neſs and -Diſorders of the Head, ſhould be 
increaſed; thete are certainly Remains of 
the morbid Matter behind, which require 
farther Concoction. | Wherefore we muſt 
return to the Method of Cure preſcribed 
in the ſecond Stage, till Nature again en- 
deavours to bring on a Sweat, and if the 
ſecond Crifis, or even the third, ſhould not 
be perfect, we muſt repeat the ſame again. 
But if this Method is purſued according to 
Art, the Diſeaſe will ſeldom eontinue be- 
yond the ſecond Criſis. When the Fever 
is quite carried off, we muſt not omit 
Purging, | 

Thus much for the Petechial Fever in 
particular, but with Reſpect to Abſceſſes 
in general, whenever Nature doth in vain 
attempt to carry off a Fever by an Abſcels, 
and no Sign of a critical Evacuation ap- 

S _ pears, 
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pears, ts highly neceſſary that ſome Diſ- 
charge or other ſhould be procured by Art. 
If the Abſceſs is of the ſanguine Kind, if 
the Diſeaſe is recent, and if the Fever is 
violent, we ought doubtleſs to bleed, pro- 
vided the Patient's Strength permits it. But 
when he is found to be weak, we ſhould 
conſider whether this Weakneſs procceds 
from his Strength being worn out, or op- 
preſſed: if we ſuſpect the latter to be the 
Cauſe, it will be proper to take away a 
few Ounces only for the Sake of Trial; 
whereupon, if the Pulſe riſes, we ſhall be 
more certain of it; and then in a ſhort 
Time after we may draw off a ſufficient 
Quantity without any Hazard. But if the 
Diſeaſe has been of a long ſtanding, if the 
Fever has been gentle, if the Patient is ad- 
vanced in Years, if his Strength is much 
waſted; if there are any Signs of a turgid 
Humour about the firſt Paſſages, or if the 
Fever is uſually carried off by a Looſe- 
neſs, Purging ought certainly to take place. 
But if the epidemical Conſtitution is wont 
to throw off the morbid Matter chiefly by 
the Skin, and Nature tends that Way, we 
n provoke Sweat, Both Purging and 
Sweating 
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Sweating frequently take place after Bleed- 
NES EEE 1 
Moreover, not only thoſe Abſceſſes are 
bad which are too inconſiderable to carry 
off the Biſeaſe, but on the conttary, ſuch 
likewiſe which are thrown out in a greater 
Quantity than is neceſſary. In the peſti- 
lential Conſtitution both theſe bad Acci- 
dents were obſerved by Hippocrates, for 
many of his Patients bad Abſceſſes which 
were either too ſmall to be of any Service, 
or too large for their Strength to ſupport. 
But this was remarkable in them (he is 
here ſf peaking of an Eryſi ipelas, which in 
that Chnftitition raged violently) that all 

thoſe whoſe Abſceſſes came to Suppura- 
tion, if a Diarrhea came on ſeaſonably, or 
a Flow of well concocted Urine, were by 
theſe. Means faved (2). Whenever there- 
fore a Phyſician foreſces that an Abſceſs is 
like to be too large for the Patient's 
Strength to bear, he ought to check it by 
ſuch -Evacuations as he judges molt proper, 
ſo that it may not be too little for the Diſ- 
eaſe, nor too much for the Patient. 


(2) Lib. z. Epidem. ſtat: peſt, 
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8 Bliſter-Plaiſters made with Cantha- 
rides are now very frequently uſed 
in Fevers, it may not be impertinent to 
ſay loathing here of this kind of Re- 
medy. 
Cantharides "RED been uſed in, Phyſick 
ever fince the Time of Hippocrates ; Ar 
chigenes, however, was the firſt that f know 
of, ſuppoſing he lived before Areteus, who 
employed them in bliſtering the Skin. 
Both had Recourſe to this Remedy in Diſ- 
eaſes of the Head and Nerves, where there 
was no Fever (1). But ever fince the 
Time. of the Arabians, Medicines which” 
ulcerate the Skin, have been uſed likewiſe 
in acute Diſeaſes, in order to divert De- 
fluxions, and to draw corrupted Humours 


(9) Aetii Tetr. 2. 1 2. cap. 28, & 50. Aret. curat. 
morb. diuturn. lib. 1. cap. 4. 


from 
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from the internal Parts of the Body to- 
wards the Surface, For any acrid Matter, 
which applied to the Skin, producetha Red- 
neſs, Pain and Bliſters, was thought to 
draw the Humours from the innermoſt 
Parts of the Body, unto the Part ſo af- 
fected. And long before the Time of the 
Arabians, this Remedy was made uſe of 
in the Plague, by Ruffus of Epheſus. If 
the inner Parts are very hot, whilſt the 
extreme are Chilled, and the Skin feels cold, 
and the Præcordia are diſtended, and col- 
liquated Humours come off by Vomit and 
Stool, if, there are continual Watchings, 
Delirium, and a rough Tongue, he ad- 
viſeth the applying ſuch Remedies as ex- 
cite Heat, that the Warmth may be equal- 
ly diffuſed all over the Body, and to en- 
deavour by all Means to draw it from the 
internal Parts to the external (2). Paulus 
likewiſe in an immoderate Chillineſs in Fe- 
vers, after having in vain tried more gentle 
Remedies, made uſe of ſtimulating Me- 
dicines to inflame the Skin, and Sina» 


(2) Orjbas. Synopſ. Lib. 6. Cap. 25. Paul. Zgipet. 
Lib. 2. Cap. 1 pr * he 
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piſms 3)- Ina Syncopealſocoming an upon 
a Fever, with a Coldneſs of the extreme 
Parts, as far as the Groins, and the Arm- 
_ pits, he orders a Cataplaſm, compos d of 
Muſtard-ſeed, or Pyrethrum, or Adarce 
(40. And indeed our maſt antient Author 
5 Hippocrates adviſes, that if with a Diarr- 
hea the extreme Parts are cold, they ſhould 
be heated by Plaiſters (5). | 
But fince the Year 1575, in which the 
Plague made vaſt Havock at Venice and 
Padug, the Practice of Bliſtering bath con- 
Gderably increaſed, lince which Phyſicians 
have not been afraid, chiefly on the Au- 
thority of Hier cim Mercurialis, to uſe 
Cantharides 1n Bliſters, whoſe malignant 
Quality Was before ſuſpected. The ſame 
Difeafe raging aſterwards at Peſaro, and 
many othet Cities of Itah, in the Year 1 590, 
reat Diſputes aroſe among the Phyſicians 
155 bout this Medicine; but all the Argu- 
ments brought againſt the uſe of them, 
were confuted (fays a very learned man) 
by Saxenia, in three Books which he pub- 
| liſhed of the Uſe of Bliſters, wherein he 


(3) Lib. 3. Cap. 46. en ie . Cay, . 
8 8 Fab. de rat. vict. in acut. morb. 398. Ps 3 ? 


; ſq 


ſo, copiouſly handled, this Point, that 
thoſe who have writ ſince, plainly fol- 
low'd him, and ſcarce added any thing 
to the Subject. Nevertheleſs it ſo happens, 

that this Saxonia confin'd the Virtues of 
Cantharides to Revulſion and Derivation; 
except the Evacuation of a ſmall Quantity 
of Serum, and the provoking of Urinez and - 
all the Arguments which he has brought 
to prove the Benefit of Bliſters are built 
upon the Antients Doctrine of Defluxions. 
Helmont attacked that Hypotheſis with 
ſuch ſtrong Arguments, that he gave the 
firſt Shock to it (6), and afterwards 
Harvey's noble Diſcovery totally overturn 
ed it, wherefore Saxonia's Arguments for 
Bliſters, as well as thoſe of the Antients, 
muſt neceſſarily be / deſtroyed with their 
Foundation. However, the Uſe of Bliſters 
with Cantharides is very frequent among 
us at this Day, inſomuch that there 8 
hardly any very dangerous Fever, where 
the Application of them is not by the Ge» 
nerality of Phyſicians religiouſly obſerved. 
For theſe Reaſons, a Phyſician ought to 


(6) In his Treatiſes entitled Catarrhi deliramenta. Cantes 
rium. latex humor errans, | 
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| know what is to be expected from this 
Remedy, which indeed can be learned 
no other Way than by faithful 2X 260 
ments. 

It is obvious to every one, what Effects 
Bliſter- Plaiſters have immediately upon the 
Skin; for we ſee they generally raiſe watry 
Bladders within a few Hours after their 
Application, and very often without much 
Heat or Pain. Wherefore, by evacuating 
a Part of the Serum of the Blood, which 
likewiſe continues to run for ſome time 
after the Bliſter-Plaiſter is removed, they 
make a ſmall Diſcharge, and by exciting 
Pain, act as a Stimulue but they ſeldom 
do much, either on Account of the Eva- 
cuation, or of the Stimulus produced by 
the Pain, For the Efficacy of Cantharides 
is chiefly exerted on the inner Parts of the 
Body, and upon the Humours. 

Beglivi put eight Ounces of Blood 
drawn from a ſick Perſon, - into two veſ⸗ 
fels, and with the Blood in one of them, 
he mixed a Scruple of powdered Cantha- 
rides; at firſt it ſeemed to be coagulated, 
but ſoon after was tinged with a leaden or 


acki Colour, and had a thin Pellicle 
PA 
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on the Surface; aſterwards it was covered 
with a vaſt Number of ſmallBladders, which 
burſt and diſcharged a blackiſh Serum; 
at length all the Blood was diffolved, and 
turned into a black and livid Serum. The 
Blood in the other Veſſel underwent none 

of theſe Changes (7). 

When the Powder of Cantharides is 
mix'd with the Serum of the Blood, it 
becomes more liquid and thin, and can 
hardly be coagulated (8). | 
Two Ounces of Tincture of Cantharides 
were injefted into the jugular Vein of a 
Dog in the Summer Seaſon ; immediately 
upon it he vomited a. watry and viſcoys 
Matter, and kept on drivelling a yiſcid 
Saliva ; after dreſſing the Wound and un- 
tying him, he fell down, lay as half dead, 
and could ſcarce raiſe his Head from the 
Ground; he had beſides a violent Thirſt, 
which made him loll out his Tongue, and 
gave him much Uneaſineſs; after having 
drank about fix Quarts'of Water, he got 
upon his Legs, moved his Head freely, 


7) Baglivi de uſu & ab uſu veſicant. Cap. t. 3. 
6 Ibid, Exper: 4 $9 


with 
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with his Neck upright, and was more chear- 
ful; but when he had made a very large 
Quantity of yellow Urine, he again fell 
to the Ground, and was not now able to 
lift up his Head, remain'd ſtupid, and nod- 
ding his Head till he died; in the mean 
time he howl'd, wou'd cat nothing, and was 
violently thirſty, but no more Water was 
allow'd him ;- on the fourth Day he was 
convulſed, and after very-great Howlings, 
expir'd at Night (). 
The ſame Experiment was made upon 
a Whelp, who was affected in the ſame 
Manner as the Dog, but no Water being 
given him, he died in the Space of fix 
Hours, with terrible Howlings (1). 
All the Viſcera appear'd ſound in both 
of them, but the Blood which flow'd out 
from Inciſions made in the Blood-veſſels 
or Viſcera, was exceeding black, not in 
the leaſt coagulated, but entirely diſſolved, 
and its Surface eovered over as it were with 
ſmall Drops of Oil. In the Bladder of the 
Dog there was not the leaſt Appearance of 
that Mucus with which it is nn, 


(g) L. c. exp. 1. (1) L. c. exp. 2. 
lined. 
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lined, The Bile in the Gall Bladder was 
tinged with ſomewhat; of BlackneG. .. H 
Diaſcorides obſeryes, that very dreadful 
Symptoms are occaſioned, by taking of 
Cantharides. For all the Parts from the 
Mouth to the Bladder, feel as tho! they 
were corroded ; Perſons thus affected have 
a Taſte of ſomething like Pitch-or Cedar; 
the right Præcordia are inflamed, - they 
have a Difficulty in making Water, and 
ſometimes bring off Blood with it; they 
diſcharge by Stool ſtringy Filaments, as in 
a Dyſentery, they have a Sickneſs at Sto- 
mach, are faint, and fall down thro' Gid- 
dineſs of the Head, and at laſt they become 
delirious (2). Beſides theſe Symptoms, 
Phyſicians. have ſometimes obſerved enor- 
mous Priapiſms to ſucceed the 1 
of Cantharides. 
Upon the Application of Canthatides to 
the Skin in Fevers, the Thirſt as well as 
Dryneſs of the Tongue is increaſed, the 
Pulſe becomes more quick and frequent; 
but ſometimes it is fuller, and ſometimes 
more contracted, a a is rr 


52 Lib, der "I 16! £551 260 11 
and 
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and now and then the Bladder is torment- 
ed with lancing Pains, eſpecially when 
freſh Bliſters are applied to the ulcerated 
Parts before they are well covered with a 
new Skin; ſometimes Blood, and Pellicles 
like abraded Membranes are brought off 
with the Urine ; and in thoſe wh have 
had ſuch Symptoms, the Bladder has been 
found ulcerated after Death ; the Diſcharge 
of Urine is generally Increaſed, ſometimes 
it is entirely ſuppreſſed, but mote frequent- 
ly r made with Pain, and Drop by Drop. 
The Symptoms occafioned by Bliſters go 
off, ſometimes ſooner and ſometimes later, 
but for the moſt Part they quite leave the 
Patient within three Days. 

From hence it appears, that the acrid 
Matter of the Cantharides is able to pene- 
trate thro' the Pores of the Skin, and in- 
ſect the Humours; otherwiſe I can't ap- 
prehend how their Application to the Skin 
can cauſe ſuch great Diſorders about the 


urinary Paſſages. We may alſo take No- | 


tice, that theſe Parts ſuffer the very ſame 
by Cantharides whether - ſwallowed, ap- 
plied to the Skin, or injected into the Veins. 
It has been obſerved before, that Nature 
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has prepared a proper Paſlage for the thin- 
ner acrid Serum of the Blood, and the. 
Salts it abounds with, which want to be: 
continually diſcharged, through the Kid- 
nies. Since therefore Cantharides act u 
en the blood like a true diſſolvent, con- 
verting it into an Ichor, and impregnat- 
ing it likewiſe with an acrid Salt, this Poi- 
ſon, by what means ſoever it is mixed with 
the Blood, doth chiefly affect the Blad- 
der, where it firſt of all conſumes the 
Mucus which lines the urinary Paſſages,” 
and then acts upon their exquiſitively ſenſi 
dle Fibres: hence the violent Pain of theſe 
Parts. And if the extreme capillary Ve- 
ſels of the Kidnies are corroded, a bloody 
Urine follows; if the Membranes of the 
Ureters and Bladder, then beſides the vi- 
olent Pains, little Skins are brought off 
with the Urine ; if the muſcular Fibres. 
which ſurround the Papillæ of the Kid-- 
nies are ſpaſmodically contraſted by the 
acrid Stimulus of the Cantharides, the 
Urine is quite * whilſt the Blad- 
der is empty. 
But before the Poiſon of the Cantha- 
rides can be conveyed from the Skin to the 
Kidnies, 
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Kidnies, it muſt 'paſs-through the Veins, 
along with the Blood; into the right Ven- 
title of the Heart, where it is mixed! 
with: the whole Maſß, and afterwards: is 
intimately blended with it in thei Lungs; 
ſe that it muſt neceſſarily circulate along 
watt it through all the Blood Veſſels. 
Nowy what can hinder it from conſum- 
ing the Mucus which defends the Heart! 
and Arteries, and vellicating their naked 
Eibres? Theſe are: not indeed ſenſtbleoß 
Pain, but then: are provoked to con- 
tract themſelves by every K ind of Stimulus. 
The Hearts of ſome Animals, aſter their 
Hulſition has oeas d for ſomè time, . nay! 
after they are cut: cut of the Body, will 
again begin to contract themmſelves, if 
they are pricked with a Nbædle; or irri- 
tated by any acrid Matter. And im all 
Animals put to a ſudden: Deut (as far 
asithe Experiment has been made), the 
Heart; after it hud quite loſt its Motien, 
could be again reſtored to it by Stimulus. 
But the. Afteries like wife beſides! their- 
contractile Force common with all animal 
Fibres, have a proper muſcuſar Motion 
ofitheir own, like the Heart, as De Goter 


has 
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has demonſtrated (3). Theſe therefore 
in living Animals will be affected by a 
Stimulus, in the fame Manner as the 
Heart. Hence we may underſtand the 
Reaſon why the Motion of the Arteries 
is quicken'd by the Application of Bliſters, 
and alſo why ſometimes, when their Fibres 
are more ſenſible of Irritation, or leſs de- 
fended with Mucus, or attacked by a 
larger Quantity of he Poiſon, - they” are 
ſeized with a Sort of Spaſm, ſo that the 
Pulſe is thereby rendred fmall and obſcure. 
This Effect of Bliſters was long ago, and 
perhaps firſt of all remark'd by Bugiſvi; 
he ſays, that among other Symptoms 
which happen upon the Application of 
Blifters, the Pulſe: becomes obſcure, and 
it was very remarkably ſo, in ſome Pati- 
ents who were delitious, where the Pulſe 
before the Application was high; he adds, 
and this Symptom continues ſo long as the 
acrid Salts of the Cantharides remain in 
the Blood; but when they are thrown - 
off, it vaniſhes, together with the other 
Diſorders which were occaſioned by the 


| (3) In exercit. medic, de motu vitali. 
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Bliſters (4); Attending to this Remark 
of Bagliui 4, I have. oy obſerved the 
like Diſorder of the Arteries produced by 
Bliſters applied when the Pulſe was very 
quick and frequent, and don't at all doubt 
but the ſame thing has been obſerved by 
a great many others. Amongſt the Ob- 
ſervations publiſh d by the Society at 
Edinburgh, is the following, I have been 
much diſappointed, and at my Wit's 
end what to do, (ſays the Author of 
« the Diſſertation on nervous Fevers) 4 
% when. Bliſtering, which I moſt truſted: 
« to, has heightned. all. the Symptoms; 
« and this was moſt obſervable from the 
40 Pulſe, which in the Intervals betwixt 
te the different Bliſterings, was pretty full 
« and ſoft, upon every ne w Application 
« becoming ſmaller and more contracted, 

other bad Symptoms increaling in Pro- 
portion (5).” | 

Moreover our Bliſters diſſolve the Blood, 

and impregnate it with an acrid Salt. But 
if the ſanious Ichor which ought to be 
carried off by the Kidnies, be retained 


4 Bagliv. L. c. Cap. 2. No. 3 and 4. 
600 Vol. 4. (370.7 
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within, 
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within, the Head is generally diſorder'd; 
or if in a Fever the urinous Salts and Oils 
are not diſcharged, which may be known 
by the Urine's being thin and pale, there 
is immediate Danger of a Phrenſy. In 
thoſe Fevets likewiſe, where the Blood, 
when drawn, appears to be of a bright 
florid red, and diſſolved, the Brain uſes to 
be remakably affected. Thoſe who have 
ſwallowed Cantharides, fall down of a 
Vertigo, and become delirious. Dogs 
likewiſe who have had a Tincture of Can- 
tharides infuſed into their Blood, are im- 
mediately ſeized with a violent Diſorder 
in their Head; but the Dog who had a 
large Quantity of Water allow'd him re- 
| cover'd, at leaſt for a ſhort time, though 
afterwards all kind of Liquids being de- 
ny'd him, he died on the fourth Day. The 
o:her who had no Water given him, died 
within fix Hours, in all Appearance f.om 
a Diſorder of the Brain. 

Since then in acute Fevers, a Delirium 
follows upon a Retention of thoſe Salts 
which ought to be carried off through 
the Kidnies; ſince the Poiſon of Cantha- 
rides chiefly attacks the Head, next to the 

1 urinay 
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urinary Paſſages ; and fince Fevers attend- 
ed with a Diſſolution of the Blood, are 
very apt to ſeize upon the Brain, it is not 
certain that Bliſters are abſolutely neceſſary 
in all Diſorders of the Head and Nerves. 
On the contrary, in Fevers where the 
Blood ,is diflolved and acrid, if Diſorders 
of the Head threaten or hee ſcized the 
Patient, 'tis reaſonable to think that Bliſ- 
ters will ſooner bring them on, and more 
violently increaſe them. It is allowed 
even by thoſe who ſo ſtrenuouſly contend! 
for the uſe of Bliſters in all kinds of Fe- 
vers, that a Delirium and Subſultus of the 
Tendons have enſued; and increaſed on the 
Application of Bliſters, Yet ſome have 
ſuch a bigotted Opinion of their Virtue in 
theſe Diſorders, that they perſuade them- 
ſelves, whatever bad Symptoms of this 
kind happen'd, entirely flowed from the 
Diſcaſe, and wou'd bave- been more vio- 
tent if this Remedy had been omitted ; 
but fince theſe Symptoms ſometimes come 
on ſoon ' after the Application of Bliſters, 
and gradually diſappear again upon their 
Removal, and this for three or four times, 
or um as has been obſervedi in the ſame 
Nt: Patient, 
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Patient, I can never be induced to believe 
that Cantharides are an effectual Remedy 
in all Diſorders of the Head and Nerves. 
Neither do Bliſters ſeem to be always 
of Service in Fevers ; for ſome of the pu- 
trid Kind diſſolve the Blood, and turn it 
into a dark corrupted Sanies. Theſe rage 
among us in very hot Summers, are very 
apt to be attended with a Delirium and 
Convulſions, and are remarkable for a 
frequent and quick Pulſe. Galen hath 


told us, that a quick Pulſe, which doth 


not ſtrike againſt the Fingers with Strength 
and Hardneſs, proceeds from a Putrefac- 
tion of the Humours. For the Arter.es 
by their Contraction diſcharge the fuligi- 
nous excrementitious Matter contained in 
them. Therefore when this Kind of M.t- 
ter abounds, the Artery is contracted to 
its leaſt Dimenſions, neither the Heart 
nor Arteries are greatly diſtended ; hence 
the Motion of the Artery when it ſub- 
fides, is by a ſkilful touch found to be 
quick, and when it is diſtended, not ſtrong. 
But if the Contraction of the Heart is like- 
wiſe performed in a ſhort Space of Time, 
the Artery will be diſtended with Celerity, 


and then the Pulſe will be quick in both 
| T 2 its 
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its Motions. This and a great deal more 
concerning a quick Pulſe, may be found 
in Galen (6). For my own Part, I ima- 
gine that the Quickneſs of the Pulſe in 
putrid Fevers, is chiefly owing to the 
Acrimony of the putrifying Humours, ſti- 
mulating the Heart and Arteries; and the 
Reaſon the Pulſe in theſe Fevers, is not 
fo hard as in inflammatory Diſeaſes is be- 
cauſe: in them the Blood is thick, but in 
putrid Fevers diſſolved. Of the ſame Na- 
ture likewiſe are the genuine eryſipelatous 
Fevers, ſome of the petechial kind, and 
eſpecially ſome of the epidemic Camp Fe- 
vers. Now it is quite contrary to Reaſon 
to apply a ftrong Diſſolvent to the Blood, 
when it is already too much diſſolved, 
and to exalt by Means of a moſt acrid 
Salt, what hath already too great Acri- 
mony, and to irritate the Arteries with 
a violent Stimulus, when their Motion is 
already immoderately quick and frequent. 
Yet all theſe things are to be expected from 
the Uſe of Bliſters in theſe Kinds of Fe- 


vers. At a Time when colliquative Fe- 
vers, or thoſe attended with a Diſſolution 


(é) De Præſag. ex Puls. Lib. 3. Cap. 7- and Lib. * 
Cap. 12. and de differ. Feb. lib. 2. c 
O 
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of the Blood, were raging at Rome, many 
of the Galeniſts too ſtrictly adhering to 
their Hypotheſes, imagined that their vio- 
lent and uncommon Symptoms depended 
upon ſome venemous Taint; in order 
therefore to drive out the Poiſon, they ap- 
plied four, fix, and ſometimes more Blif- 
ters: Notwithſtanding which, moſt com- 
monly Convulſione, a more violent De- 
licium, an Increaſe of the Fever, Abſceſſes 
in the Viſcera, and at length Death en- 
ſued, as Baglivi obſerves; and this he 
thinks owing to the Blood's being diſſolved 
by the cauſtic Salt of the Cantharides, as. 
well as by the acrid Matter of the Fever. 
According to the ſame Author, when Bliſ- 
ters were apply'd to thoſe Patients in the 
Hoſpitals who were delirious, with an a- 
cute Fever, and a dry Tongue, all of 
them ſoon died, and moſt of them con- 
vuls d. Terrified at ſuch repeated Events 
(fays he) I afterwards ſucceſsfully made 
uſe of cooling Emulſions, and RON the 
frontal Vein (7). 


(7) De uſu & ab uſu Velicant. Cap. 2. No. 3. The 
ſame is likewiſe confirm'd from Obſ. 1 b. Dec. 11. A. 9. 
Miſcel, nat. curioſa & Obſ. Theone. 1.ib. 1. ob. 20. 
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But there is a Sort of Fevers where the 
Blood has a quite contrary Quality; being 
viſcid, glutinous and greatly dispos'd to 
run into -Concretions. Hippocrates ſeems 
to have underſtood this Difference of the - 
Humours in Fevers, for he deſcribes one 

Species of the Quinſey in Winter, pro- 

ceeding from a fizy viſcid Humour ob- 
 fNtructiong the Blood-veſſels, and ſtopping 
up the Paſſages of the Blood and Spirits ; 
and another which happens in Summer 
or Autumn, produced by a hot, nitrous 
and acrid Defluxion, which by fretting 
the Wind- pipe, brings on a Quinſey (8). 

Wherefore, in Fevers which are inflam- 
matory or rheumatick, or thoſe which 
happen in the Winter time, and others 
where the Blood drawn off has a ſizy 
Cruſt on its Surface like Glue, or Leather, 

or where it is too thick, Bliſters are of 
| notable Service to diſſolve this Lentour ; 
but the Arteries in inflammatory Fevers, 
have too violent a Motion; for which rea- 
ſon this Remedy ſhou'd not be uſed till 
after proper Bleedings ; and though the 
Pulſe, even then too quick, be accelerated 


(8) De vit. in morb. acut. (397) 
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by it, yet 'twill be only for a little while; 
afterwards when the thick Humours are 
diſſolved, the Pulſe will become ſofter, and 
the Fever more gentle. 

- In flow Fevers likewiſe, and in all 
thoſe where the Pulſe is too languid for 
the Nature of the Diſeaſe, Bliſters are of 
great Uſe to quicken it. Therefore in 
lethargic Diſorders, in which the Pulſe is 
generally flow and ſluggiſh, it is the moſt 
effectual Remedy; eſpecially if at the ſame 
time, the Fever is remiſs, and the Diſorder 


proceeds from crude and viſcid Humours, 


Beſides, Sydenham has with very good 


Reaſon, recommended Bliſters in thoſe 


Winter- fever where the Blood is thick and 


viſcid, and the Pulſe not fo ſtrong as the 


Diſeaſe requires; for theyeffectually anſwer 
both thoſe Intentions at the ſame Time. 
If it ſhould be neceſſary to bring farther 
Authority, to confirm what has been al- 
ready ſaid, concerning the Uſe of Bliſters, 
I will produce the Opinion of two of the 
. greateſt Maſters in the Art, the firſt is 
that of Mercurialis, who introduc'd the 
Uſe of Bliſtering with Cantharides into 
Italy, © I think (fays he) we ought well 
© 4 | « 2 
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to conſider (as I have likewiſe urged in 
*« my Treatiſe of peſtilential Fevers) that 
* thoſe Medicines, (ſpeaking of Bliſters) 
e are not to be uſed indiſcriminately in 
« all Kind of Fevers; for I find the An- 
c tients made uſe of Sinapiſms, in thoſe Fe- 
«vers only, which were attended with. 
* a Lethargy, a Coma, or ſome other 
© ſleepy Diſorder. In other violent Fe- 
“vers, they avoided the Uſe of a Sinapiſm. 
© Therefore ſince our Bliſters are more 
et violent than Sinapiſms, I can't ſee why 
te we ſhould uſe them ſo indiſcriminately 
« as we do. I approve of the uſing them 
«in thoſe Diſorders which violently affect 
© the Head, eſpecially when they are of 
* a cold Nature, and then they ought 
te chiefly to be apply d to the Feet (g).“ 
One of the moſt celebrated Phyficians 
of this Age, who hath by a long Practice 
experienc'd the Virtues of Cantharides 
himſelf, and has frequently ſeen what hath 
been done with them by others, ſays that 
Patients in the ſmall Pox (in which Diſ- 
eaſe there are ſome who never. omit Bliſ- 
ters, if the Diforder is violent) require 


(g) De compos. medicament. Lib 3. Cap. EM 
liſtering 
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Bliſtering when the Fever is attended with 
a ſmall and languid Pulſe, and there's lit- 
tle or no ſwelling of the Hands, and with 
a general Decay of Strength the Patient is 
rather chilled than overheated. In ſuch a 
Caſe Bliſters are to be apply'd to the Arms 
and Legs (1). Thus he; and not only in 
the Small Pox, but in every other Fever, 
a flow languid Pulſe greatly requires Bliſ- 
ters; on the contrary, a quick and fre- 
quent one very ſeldom admits of them. 
Moreover, we ought to conſider tha 
Bliſters by Means of their acrid Matter, 
affect the Arteries, which are ſituated near 
the Part, where they are apply'd, more 
than thoſe which are at a greater Diſtance, 
and for this Reaſon will produce in them 
a more violent Motion ; whereby the Hu- 
mours will be forced through the adjoin- 
ing Arteries in greater Quantity, and with 
a ſtronger Impetus: Wherefore Bliſters are 
of ſingular Service in removing ſuch Ob- 
ſtiructions as require ſtronger Vibrations of 
the Solids, and a greater impelling Force 
of the Fluids. This is manifeſt from the 
Eaſe they give in the Hip-Gout. B ſides, 


(1) Epiſt. ad J. Freind, 
| the 
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the greater the Quantity of Humours thoſe 
Arteries receive, which are neareſt to the 
bliſter'd Parts, the Jeſs will thoſe have 
which are at a greater Diſtance, and ariſe 
from the fame Trunk, Thus a Bliſter 
to the Neck, is judg'd beſt to draw off 
Defluxions from the Eyes, Fauces and 
Wind-pipe; the ſame is apply'd to the 
Head or behind the Ears, to make a Re- 
vulfion from the Brain; but when the 
Humours are to be drawn from the naid- 
dle Patts of the Body, we ſhould apply 
Bliſters to the Extremities, and if the up- 
per Parts are to be reliev'd, bliſter the 
lower. This Sort of Remedy then is 
uſeful, to draw out the vitiated Juices 
which are fluctuated about the internal 
Parts of the Body, upon the outer Habit, 
provided that other Inconveniences occa- 
fioned by them, do not overballance theſe 
Advantages. Laſtly, from this Property 
of Bliſters, ſuch as are ſkill'd in the Art 
of Phyſick, may eaſily underſtand to what 
Part of the Eody they ought to be ap- 
55 d in any Diſorder whatſoe ver. 
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Bſceſs critical, in what fevers to be expected, 
_> e 36, 50, 24 
— — at what ſeaſon the year m 

frequent. 50 
— at what age. ib. 

= at what time of the fever. ib. 

Abſceſs, ſigns of its tending to the ſuperior parts. 51 
to the lower parts. ib. 
— o any one particular part. ib. 
of different kinds in different diſeaſes. 52, 53 


— — — 


when ſalutary. ib. 51, 52 
———— When bad. 2 
when fatal. 53. 
Abſceſſes about the legs, moſt beneficial in a difficulty — 
breathing. - 52 
about the teſticles, with a cough. ib. 
—— diſperſed naturally by ſome evacuations, and 
what. ib. 54, 199, 200 
— — very ſeldom by ſweat. ib. 


on the A1 parts beſt removed by 
bleeding at the noſe 54. 92 
on the breaſt and throat, cured by expectora- 


tion. ib. 
Abſceſſes of all kinds carried off by good ſtools and 
urine. ib. and 248 
retiring too ſoon, generally fatal. 58 
their cauſe. 243 
- ought to be encouraged by art, if it leſſens the 
diſeaſe. ib. 44 20 

. A 
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Abſceſs, how to be treated when a parotis. 245 
— uben an eryfipelas. 246 
— when thrown out upon the 

: LE joints. 247 

— —— when upon the ſkin. 15 

- — when not equal to the diſ- 

| caſe. 250 


3 258 
— — m— — when it ſuddenly FORE =. 3 


2 
- not to be promoted by art, if there 1588 
a quantity of urine with a large ſediment, and 
why. | 249 
— — if likely to be too large for the patient to 
bear, to be check'd by proper evacuations. 259 
Abſtinence, born more eaſily by old men. - 65 
— — by the * and os 

tic few 


Ty WW 
— — —— by the Engliſh than the 
| Greeks. 73 
— — more difficultly by children. 
— by bilious and hot con- 
ſtitutions. * ib. 
Abſtinence, preſcribed by ſome before Hippocrates, in the 


beginning of fevers, till the ſeyenth day. 66 

— till after the criſis. ib. 

— by Aſclipiades till the fourth day. ib. 
— by Celſus till the fourth day and every 


| other day afterwards. 71, 72 
—— ſubſtituted inſtead of bleeding and purg- 


in „to empty. the veſſels by Chry/fppus. firſt, and 
— by Erafifiratus and his followers, 69 


Apothæ black, in flow fevers, fatal. 168 
Arteries have a proper muſcular motion of their own. 
| - - - 370 

why quickned in their motion by bliſters. 271 
Arteriotomy, an antient practice. | 106 
may be very ſafely performed. 107, 108 
— — where beneficial. 108, 109 
— ought to be more generally practiſed. 108 
— — makes che mot po | derivation. 
"09 
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Bile, acrid in the ſtomach, in tertian fevers cauſes faint- 
i : | 181 
DAI; its effects. 123, &c. 
Bilious fever, ſee Fever bilious. 3 
Bleeding, where ſerviceable. 91, 92, 94, 96, 134 
generally moſt convenient ia the firſt days of a 

diſorder. 104 


— — preſcribed by Hippocrates only in the vigour ' 


of age. 93 
—— may be ſafely uſed at any time of the diſ- 


eaſe if the ſymptoms require, and ſtrength per- 


mit. 


| ey” ib. 
— — ought always to precede purging when both 


are wanted. is >; * $6,133 
— ——— the principal remedy in all kinds of inflam- 
mations. | 96, 98 
— — how to be regulated as to quantity. . 97 
to be continued in ſome caſes even to faint- 
1 99, &c. 
ich a ſmall orifice in weak perſons. 103 
with a large orifice in quinſeys, and why. 99 
— it principal indications. 93, 94 
— — good to prevent abortion. ; 93 
— — ſhould be uſed, if neceſſary, before the erup- 

tion in the ſpotted fever. 253 
—— under the tongue in the petechial fever. ib. 
— — ſhould be performed by cupping with ſcarifi- 


- cation, after the eruption, if drawing blood is 


wanted. | ib. 
| improper in the Colica Damnoniorum. 162 
— —— to fainting, where hurtful, and why. 103 
how it cauſes fainting. 101, &c. 

Bleeding, when hazardous, how to act. 97, &c. 
— — _ to be repeated where the blood is thin 
and diſſolved. 104 
— — forbid by weakneſs, and ariſing from op- 
preſſion. 258 
— — tc the noſe, when of ſervice. 91 
Bliſters with cantharides, have greatly encreaſed in 
practice ſince the year 1575. 262 

| * Bliſters 
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Bliſters began to be much uſed in n hah by the re- 


_ commendation of Mercuri alis. 279 
— — very frequent among us at this day. 263 


not to be uſed indiſcriminately in all kind of 

fevers. 280 

their effects immediately on the lein. 264 
— on the inner parts of the body. 267 


fiſt of all remarked by agli. 271 
— — affect the inner — of — both body much the 


ſame as cantharides „or injected into 
the veins. 268 
— — moſt of all affect the bladder. 269 
chiefly attack the head next to tha urinary 

_ paſſages. | 
———— conſume the mucus which defends the heart 
and arteries, and ſtimulate their-fibres. 270 


—— zpplied when the pulſe is very quick and fre- 
quent, a pay it obſcure, and heighten the ſymp- 
toms. 272 
— — not abſolutely neceſſary in all diſorders of the 
head and- nerves. 274 
Blifers with cantharides often increaſe a delirium a 
ſubſultus of the tendons. ib. 
— of uſe applied to the pained part in pleuriſies. 212 
— — 10 ſcarrifications after cupping in ſtubborn diſ- 
orders. ib. 
to diſſolve the ſiay lentour of inflammatory 
or rheumatic fevers, after proper bleeding. 278 
to draw out the vitiated } Juices from the inner 

parts to the outer. a 282 
of uſe in flow fevers with a languid pulſe, 279 
c— give caſe in the hip-gout. 


———— the moſt effectual remedy in lethargic diſorders. 


279 
quicken the motion of the arteries. 271 
produce a more violent motion in the arteries. 


near the part where they are applied than in thoſe 


dt a greater diſtance, 281 
— — ſeldom required, when the pulſe i is quick and 
frequent. | ib. 
— — ot to be applied to the feet in diſorders 
1 of the head. 280 
AU the arms and legs in the ſmall pox, 
when the pulſe is ſmall and languid. ib. 


— the neck, in order to draw off deflux- 
ions 


* 
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ions from the eyes, fauces or windpipe. 282 
— — to the ears, to make revulſion from the 
brain. ib. 


to the lower parts to relieve the upper. 1 
Breaſt, diſeaſes of, what chiefly to be regarded in iis 
— 2 


s . 
Cantharides uſed i in pbylick ever Gace the time of Hipe- 


crates. la 
— = uſcd in. bliſtering firſt by Archigines. = 
erperinen made with them on human blood. 
| ib, and 265, &c 

—— — - on living animals. 265, &. 

— what ſymptoms they produce when taken in- 
1 wWardly. 267 
— ——— whey applied to the ſcin. ib. 
act on the bloed like a true diſſolvent. 269 


| 


Clyſters, when proper. | 139 
when improper. 141, 144 

acrid. 141, 145 

uſed in apoplexies. | 22 

— emollient. | 141, 145 
— — pareſcribed by Aretews in all a- 
cute ſevers. 142 

— relax the utinary paſſages. 214 
— when uſed by Aſclcpiades. 143, 144 


— preſcribed by Hippecrates, with a 
view of mitigating: the fever. 140 
Clyſters emollient, may be given at any time of the 
diſtemper without danger. 140 
Colica Damnoniorum, hiſtory of, from Dr. Huxam. 1 99,163 
— proceeds from corrupted r in the 
ſtomach and inteſtines. ib. 
— qty ſucceeded by a rheumatiſm 
| 16 
— — requires repeated vomits and purges. 162 
——— — purging medicines with opiates. ib. 
— — — plentiful diluents and ludorifics. 163 
— bleeding in it pre judicial. 162 
——— terminated by lwents, and red itching 
+ puſtules. _ | :* oe 
a 4 Con- 


| 
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Concoction, 9 8 of its being perfected in the firſt paſſa- 


| 75 1 
— | in the blood veſſels. 5, 9 : 
bad figns of it. . * 
Conſtitution epidemical, muſt be 6 in all ts 
2 

Coryza, ſigns of its being concoQed. 8 
crude. ib. 
Coftiveneſs i in fevers, its bad effects. 115. 7, 171, 
232, &c. 256 


— — hinders the action of the diaphragm. 117 
obſtructs the viſcera and their ſecretions. id. 
ſtraitens the veſſels. ib. 
dy renders the faeces ſharp and pomid. 118 
Coſtiveneſs in ſevers, cauſes gripes, and ſometimes a fatal 

diarrhœa. 119 


— — frequently produces a miliary fever. 171 | 
—— may be enceuraged towards the” criſis. = 


153 
Cough, eaſed by a ſwelling of the teſlicle.. 52 
Criſis, what. 22 
ſigus of its approach. 4-7 ib. 
on what day it will happen. 30, Kc. 
de particular kind how foretold. 36 
— perfect. 5 ; 23, _  & 


cannot be foretold with certainty if nature in 


interrupted. » 31 


imperſect, by far the moſt frequent. 42 
— thc ſixch day extremely dangerous. 22 
 —— What the moſt ſecure in petechial fevers, 57 
—— by an abſceſs, more troubleſome and dan- 


gerous than by evacuation.  _- 248 
Critical days what, 23 
— — which are ſo. * 24 
« — ſeptenaties the moſt efficacious. 23 

— ſixth the worſt of all. b. 


— a peculiar property of them. 
— — not to be regarded in meſenterick Flog 


138 
Crude what called fo by Hippocrates. | 7 
Crudity figns of, beſt xl xy from the urine, 9 
Cupping frequently uſed by Hippacrates. 110 
| Cupping 


' 
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Cupping, when the diſorder is more confined to 


a partic part. - i. 
— in pleuriſies by Aretæus after the ſeventh 


| ib. 

——neceſlary when by ip op e bleeding. 
and 2 

. never dangerous at any. time of the fever 
| 111. 2 

ere, in pleuriſies nN 

tinue after Zap bleeding; 212 

part, if the veſſels. have 


the pained 
"been ſuſficiently emptied, MS of ſer- 
vice. Ib. 
| „ "vo 2 D. 
Dianhes critical when moſt del to * 4 
-—— ſigns of its approach 
— fatal, ſometimes occalioned by keeping the pa- 
tients coftive in fevers: © 119 
Diet in. fevers, highly neceſſary to be f dd... 59 
— -- principally found out by . 60 
—— — method of. 34 6515 The 
— of ſeveral kinds. 
2 tothe n 


Diet in fevers, muſt be regulated 
violence of the mp 64, 6 5 
. &c. — 


. 


| en other circumſtances to 


— — managed by the methodiſts. 70, 71, &c: 
——. as propoſed. by the methodills was diſapproved 
of by Hippocrates, 7, 73, Ke. 
— ay 110 5 pep changes therein very 
. Prejudicia ib. 
— whether that which was pro t for the Greeks, 
| is ſufficient. for thoſe, of our climate. 77, 78 
„ arded ſo much as it oughe to be. 2 
Driaks of ſeveral ſorts. uſed * che ancients fevers, 
\ +47 e 
4— their ſeveral qualities. *. 
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Fru hy hw; for the "moſt uu 
c — critical abſceſſes. par 


w——= bound by the ſame law as other abſceſſes. 
— when critical, ſhould be thrown out N 

ibid 
— ooght to appear on one 3 

"TY 

Eruptions in the Rin, not always fafficient of themſelves 
do carry off the morbid matter. 56 
ä — 6 ans — — 298 
ought to ha on a cri I 
— at the the beginning of 5 5 5 5 


move it. 
— 41 a * 2 40 
— When they portend a ge dia 
them. F. — 


9 the general 
quire a great gau or 5 
—— and diſperſe abſcciſes. 54, 195, 200 
— check expecoration. * 205 
* when laudadl in aue, ofthe ln c 
13 i 
bad when it tops, 3 
aaahbout che criſis. 17 
— vithour any other evacuation, ſometimes cares 
- -» « 4nflammations of the lungs and pleuriſies. 203 
— diſperfes abſceſſes on the breaſt or throat. . 
| 


— — — a till 


— 0 the aa later, 


— check'd by evacuations. | 20 
promoted by a. very thin diet. A 200 
——— vhat medicines beſt to promote it. ib. 
—= when very difficult often facilitated by warm 
IS oxymel. _ + 207 
by a ſtrong vomit. ib. 
yy a vaporary. * 211 
1 4 1 w Expec- 


— trick and te. 466 er . 


3 N | _ ib 
's 42 F, 9 *. 

221 

S bende the lade of u. lol, ar. 

— from, lols of blood, how caufed. _ = 


— fometimes fata. 

EI owing barely 0 the of . 
101 

—— in tertian fevers tauſed by acrid bile in the ko- 

(+ | K | 181 


le, by viſcid matter corrupted. >. 


ſee abt ce. 
2 muſt be well cdricofted before it can be 
E off by ſweating; or by urine. 224, 232 
— generall 22 concocted in the urine be- 
fore of critical fweats. 22 
—— . of | its being a about to be thrown” out in 
An Abſcels, * 64 
Fever, why ſo called: _ * 
io different kinds. . 375 178 
Frerz, diſtinguiſhed by the Jifletenics'of their Cauſe 13 
from an inflam mation, take their name fro 
& 3& 1 the part affected. 4 
ame of, little regarded by Hippoeratts, de 
— what Hipptcrates chiefly regarded in them. ib. 
2 oy o'r eee they will run to 
calle thei ſeveral ages. X CID 27 * 
a<=-feldom. cured without evacuations. * © 88 
as whit kinds are chiefly terminated by Abſceſſes. 56 
of long continuance in old people, generally _ 


in iutermittents. 5 
. = lar er quantities of liquids required in them than 
i perfeſt health, and why. e 
U 3 Fexvers, 
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Fever ardent, their cauſe and cure according to Hp- 

pocrater. N 
Fevers bilious, hiſtory of from Hdenhars with his — 
a thod of uſe. 147, &e.- 
Fevers bilious, hiſtory of from Borel. „ 
— require purging. $431" 
Fevers meſenteric, what. 

— their hiſtory. | 
t — their cure. OO, 
Fevers malignant, w 
— generally rendred malignant by a bad method 


treatment. 186 
Ferers miliary, why moſt incideve to child-bed women. 
17 

— of ſuch long duration, and ſo apt to return. 
273 

— not to be treated with hot Alexipharmicks. 235 
— frequently uced by coftivenels. 331 
—— protracted by ſweating medicines. + ., 173 
— a new method of curing them. | 174, 177 


Fevers W known of old, and called by 2 
— eee by the 080 to ariſe from == 


paitaita. — 12 

— their different ſymptoms owing to ade, © conſti- 
| tution, or different method of cure. * 

ho cured by the antients. F<,» 


—— won't bear bleedi 


ing, 
Fevers petechial, require £2" in the e | 
; 191, 2 
— are by purging frequently cruſhed in their 4 
fancy. 1 A808 
———— numbered among mali t diſcaſes | _—_ 
——— frequently attended with pains in the hypo- 
condria and bac. CITES | *\ 
— method of cure deſcribed. at large 252, 2 2 
Fevers remitting, when che Paroxyſm ING its 
time, dangerous. | 
have no ſuch regular returns with us, as with 


the Ancients, and why. - - 38 

Fever: flow, * 3 from corrupted * 
I 

pen biſtory. | ib. = 


E of Bono nmr ts:. oh. 
ng 5, "IT 


—— 8 ib. 38 


— * from the hemorchoida or uterine veſſels. 38 
t, — increaſes perfpiration. 220 
— — — n of perſpirable _ 


dot one third greats than that of a healthy man, 
dog in thirty. minutes. 221 
—. to encourage the eruption of abſceſſes. 


247 
Hymours of animals diſſolve and putrefy with heat. 221 
— — putreſied, their effects. ib. 
— acid in the ſtomachs of ehildren. 159 
— U what. 121, 122, 130 
— —— figns of about the ſtomach. 2:11 0:1 08 
— — _ — in the inteſtines. , 132 
— —- in 0 beginniog of fevers require Par- 
132, 193, &c. 

Hydromel, in rea uſe with the antients. 
— me of preparing it. ib. 
2 51 
3 


By oe te critical, in fevers. ; 
. amnion bc excena nnd. jel, belt n 
by bleeding urging 195 
\ - © by parging: "when bleeding cannot ſafely be W 


Inflammations of the ſuperior parts, molt relieved .o 


— . lungs and une * porging. and 
£10 22 why. ib. 


v 3 Malignant, - 
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Malignant, 1 erally called 0. 18 
nai fevers IL * _ 
of management | 

nen fer ſee Fever miliary, 

% Cece N. : 
tee ee Fever nervow, 

f | ; 0. : 
Gaz, its different kinds, | 81 
ide properties. = : 2-90 92 
— pood to promote tion. 81, 2 
— Nen y open in the begi 

* 4 — ny 
„ | | —_— 


Pads, a rational method . it From Pale 

r mical fever. * bead + L 250 
mony, requires repeats and laxative 

7 commas * beginning, ating * 


matter is digeſted. 


Peripneumony, requires an extreme chin diet. — 
relieved by ſteams of hot water drawn in with 
with the breath. | 211 
perſpiration, gear ncontled by heat. 220 
— Eifel, — 12. in hot weather. 22 
—— in - fevers. | 23 
—— 2 hinder b by a gentle looſening of the 
* 255 
Perſpirable matter, the woſt ſubtil of all the excre- 
ments of the body. . — 
$— — 3s faline and ene 222 
— — prepared in greater quantity in fevers 
at ils than i 1 health, and why t rid 


Perl pr 
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Perſpirable matter, bad effects of its being retained, ib. 
| | —— rendred acrid y heat. 221 
4 — — by violent motion of 

1 I the humours. 558 . 
— — a on continuan 
7 e 2 


Piles, relieve a phrenſ: TIN 
Pitulta, by its long ſtay — * * 


acquires a noxious 


mn—cCo, query produces oy — 


— = caſe of the Colkes Danone » 21. 
Plague beſt cured by plentiful ſweats, raiſed _—_ 
medigines, if oleh ſeaſonably, and by large quan- 


tities of diluting drinks. 236 
Pleuriſies, how to be treated, 3 126 


Præcordia, ought to he ent ned in ſevers. 127 | 
Prognoſlics, ſhewing the 3 of a fever. 34, 232 
— - the time of a Criũs. 30, 30 
ol particular Criſes. 3 , &c. 
- critical Hatthorrkags, 

— of critical 

* g 1 8 , 

— — | 

— — ſleeping,” . e 18, I 
— — the une. , 10, 30, 41, 1 


94 Prog- 


— q 

— — Rlood, a + . 
22 — — Vomitin ib. 
—  z- Pls. 55 167 
— — ketechiæ. { 251 
— — nal black ſp 

— — nilary eruptions. n, 
— — Aphthz, I 


Ptiſan of the Anton, method of preparing it. 62 


Pulſe not much regarded before Herophilus. 

——— its doArine more whe, <1. RET 15 Arehix 

genes. 4 

dot always to be depended on with regard to 
drawing blood. 


=: OD to be felt at the iſt approach of the | 


hyſician. 


ee -2 


nks and flags in diſorders of the ſtomach. ib. 
— — foal and irregular, remarked by Galen as a fign 
| of the ſtomach's being loaded with de humours, 


— 
— mal, gent and anegual, inſeparable from 

N 2 of the ſtoma 172 
—_—_ NN the ſweet fign of an ap- 
Wu Aieg critical weat, and why. 226 
1 ler and ſtronger aſter the criſis pe- 
— etkr only to flow nervous feyers. 167 
putrid fevers, chiefly owing to the 
2 of the humours. 276 

3 hard in putrid fevers as in the in- 


flammatory. ib. 
Parging i in fevers, frequently pfaRtiſed by . 


—— =» rules for it to be obtained only by a 
| _ phyſirian's' own e ac- 
IMO 3. cording to Dr. Fri 113 
—— nnn by Hippocrates, 
ink 120, 130 


Purging 


#% 2b 


its virtues. | 1 


— crufheo in its infancy. 


Pargng in fre, _— ide fob ie dine nts i 


— Lg, the firſt paſſages are Pom 
; with turgid humours, alleviates the 
| ſymptoms of fevers. 1 
— — W expels the morbid matter from t 
| internal parts of the body. 13 


. | — N N to follow a * 


the beginning 
Damnon. — 
Purging the beſt remedy after bleeding for external in- 
flammations. | 195 


— uſed by Hippoc. . 


bleeding. 
W be uſed at any time of the ber if needfa 5 
13 
— violent; not Nee in acute 8 130 
— not to be delayed till the declenſion of the 
diſeaſe, and why. 175 
— beſt method of proventing 2 diarrhæa in 
putrid fevers. ib. 
——— towards the end of ſlow fevers, promotes the 
174 
but e require it about the erifis. 198 
—— ] ted after bleeding, the beſt remedy i in the 
. eripneumonia notha. ford, 


in miliary fevers when no 


better dan the common metho . 


2 
prevents bad ſymptoms in its advanced ſtate. 2 


— —_— at the going away of the ſmall por, and 


* other eruptive fevers. 
. SEGRENY Her $ fever is over, 21 
30 
— conſe uences of ecting it. 154 
w—— when brtful. neg? 3 137, &c. 
ben not proper in the beginning inflamma- 
tory diſeaſes, 135 


Purgiog W in diſeaſcnof the log or pleura; 
Tot to be uſed in miliary fevers, when p 6: 


eruptions are coming out. 176, 252 
— dai brings on a return in intermittents. 201 
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232, &c. 
Relapſe. from whence 24. 42, 467 
Rheumatiſm ſucceeding © Cai Damnon. 265 


8. 
fg, Neun obſerved by l in diſeaſes, 


18, 2 

—— nat always certain in acute diſeaſes. 
— ought to be thoroughly underſtood, and well 
weighed by all who wou'd te death 
or recovery, a long or ſhort diſeaſe. ib. 
Sinapiſms, uſed by the antients. in fleepy diſorders: 


Skin when and dry, how to. mana 
wall pox, 1 not to be — — * of 
plagve by Alexipharmick medicines. 236 
7 &e: atly Pcreaſed i in number by the uſe of hot me- 
icines. 


: ib. 
Ryorx in fevers, ſeldam ſal5cient to receive all the mor- 


— 2 however to be ranked with critical abſ. 
. ..,, | ceſſes. X — 28 
N ognoliics from them. * ib. 168 
Fu fever ee a ger en —— 

Stages of fevers. | 
State of a — according to n 
—— — IEG to E. | ib. 
| | Stomach, 


239 


— 
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Stomach, diſeaſes of, an HINT wich great weak- 


181 

— —  -; With a ſmall une- 
"qual pulſe. 172 

va ow e 
| I 

— the moſt kindly. what: 8 

| === ſhould always incline to be looſe. in ferers, except 
| towards the criſis. 114 


— regular i fevers, the good effec of. s 
— critical, the beſt kind of, 9 2 
— how to be W when purging 1s not 2 
— ſarvy. TY a if 1 
Stools bad, what. af | 16 
— dilious, what called ſo by the anti. 15 
— chin and copi a miſt be Gd N u. dow' 
abate the 201 
| — reckoned % Hippocrates among critical 


218 
Sweats 2 when ta he expected. 
— — ſgs of their approach... N 
— — geverally ſacceed — oy 224 
Sweats, abound with ſaline and ſulphureous particles. 
222 


—— common to all fevers. 216 
—— in fevers when moſt beneficial. . 48, 2 9. 

— always to be wiſhed - for towards the end 

, fever, © ; + 

— ſalutary when. 218, 239. 


ntle in Wen elpecially in time of 
hgh, + and remove ſome bad ſymptoms. nep, 
— of great ſervice in hot countries. ib. 
— reg Rn, a good concoction of the urine 
LY carry. off the. fevet without any other critical 


evacuation. an 
— the chief remedy in a a 236 
-—— noxious, whence 'they ariſe, 219 
— their bad effects. ; 232, 240 
—— appearing before the urine is concoQed, ſeldom 
3 Perry ofthe dieſe 225, except in the plague. 
232 
— plentifully in the re, of a diſeaſe, 
Ax. a long and 2 diforder * 232 


Sweats, 
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weats, viſcid, cold ; their cauſe, _ 219 
- — — frequent in flow nervous fevers ers. 219 


——— ought / not to be promoted before the ſigns of 
a Criſis appear. 226, 256, 
- 26 1. by Hippec. to be procured with the 


” teams of warm water. 227 


— ſeldom raiſed by him with medicines, . ib. . 


— the beſt remedy in the Colica Damnonior. 
„„ — 4 —4 


| — by * 2 
—— . very fatal in the fall pox. 236 
| 1 
239 
Ss 4 
V. 
Vaporary, deeription of one uſed by 4 210 
ion is ult. 211 
— critical, — expected to 3 3 
— -- ſigns of its a 
n ME in 2 on the Ts 
ays. 
ſtopt, and ed 


129 
Verte cog 8 , give on th rt days of the fever. 


— moſt ſaſel 

= by Celſus in bilious fevers. 146 
— given in the beginning of fevers, often cruſh 
tze diſeaſe in its infancy, 151 
gp 7 be = * at any time of the dif- 


— <q ſymptoms require them, 146, 45. 


I 
given after bleeding. +. 
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———— their good effects in flow fevers. 174 
preſs out the bile from the. gall-bladder. 1 
re 
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— the laſt remedy in a ſuffocatiqn of the lung. 
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Urine in fevers, gives dhe beſt 5gn..of concobon or 
——_— — w. 


— — is contents what they denote, 11 
— — with White even clouds is almoſt con- 
| coed. ; 
m— — ben concoted as to colour. 273 
— — its colour heightned by faſting. 10. 
— — Vith a kindly ſediment in the begin- 
oy ning, how to diſtinguiſh from a con- 

| codion of the food, or febrile mat- 


eaſe is over. 14 

— — concoQion of, chiefly promoted by a 

method of cure. 214 

— — When concocted, ſhews the | 

matter is fit to paſs off by ſweat, 225 

— — critical, what kind moſt puts an 

end to the diſorder, - 41, 213 

— — fi of its carrying off the febrile 

| matter. $3 214 

— -- With a | thick ſediment, carries 
off critical Abſceſſes. 


— — cy, of feral forts. 10 

* —— 1 — — 48 to confiſtence. 2 11 

1 neee 
— ——_— — — Or ear, a cru I 

—  - the farther from a — 2 — x ud 

farther from concoction. - 

— es. | ib. 
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1 — WHILE the freely.” 12 
n o TS 214 
— When not — wocdy, he 

| head is threatned. 215 
— — involuntary. 3 ib, 


— *3:'5: Aki ent, ni 
— — affords ſcarte any prognoſtie in a 
5 baſtard Peripricamony 
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de bas cenſegdences ſometimes following it. 225 
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" - 
N — 
= 
- 
3 . - "> bu * 
4 « L 
— ' *, 
6 : 15 2 * * 
„ _ 7 1 * 2 ** * e 
»* 
* 14 
* _ 
* _— 
2 [ 


2 * * 4 1 A 


2 Page 2 n 0. peed about ha n. 
X. IT CR 


L 4 4. ag — 
„ Aa alt and at 4 Height of the Paro#- 


9: 54. 1 64 the breaſt or throae; n 
1 18 1 q. theſt remedies ls 
162. J. 157 the tony; 

179. Þ 11. at the mouth. 
226. l. 16. its Signs. _ 4 £550 
244. l. 2. 2 fever's. . 

252. |. 18. theſe Lanbert 8 
282. 1. 17. fluctuating. 


170 


&* f * 


